
A special ‘Christmass’ dinner at a Porthcawl 
church. (See page 8 for report and pictures) 
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OBJECTIONS OVER-RULED FOR 

THE OGMORE VALLEY SCHEME 


Go-ahead for 
caravan site 
at Glynogwr 


by JAYNE ISAAC 


A SITE for touring cara¬ 
vans is to be set up in the 
Ogmore Valley. Planning 
consent has been given by 
Bridgend planners for land 
at Hendre Ifan Goch Farm 
at Glynogwr to be turned 
into a 60-pitch caravan site 
for mobile tourers. 

The scheme includes provision 
of an office and toilets and the site 
will be operated in association 
with the Caravan Club. 

It covers 1.9 hectares of graz¬ 
ing land and lies on the valley 
floor, alongside the Ogwr Fach 
and the Nant Hendre Ifan Goch. 

The area is wooded and the 
woodland will be retained, with 
extra planting taking place to try 
and screen the site from proper¬ 
ties in Gilfach Goch. 

It will be in use for only five to 
six months over the summer peri¬ 
od, and access will be via the 
existing track which leads to the 
Lakeside Farm Park. 

The report to the Development 
Control committee stated that the 
Lakeside Farm Park is a country¬ 
side recreation facility, which 


offered access to mountain bike 
trails and the Celtic Trail, plus a 
trout fishing lake, restaurant and a 
conference venue, although its 
website indicates that the park is 
closed at present. 

The council’s manager for 
regeneration said that he fully 
supported the project because of 
the demand in the area for touring 
caravan venues. 

At present, there is only limited 
provision for camping and cara¬ 
vans in the valleys. This develop¬ 
ment would be a positive tourism 
asset in the borough. 

The Environment Agency has 
pointed out that part of the site 
lies within Zone C2, which is 
highly vulnerable to flooding. 

The site design has been 
amended to ensure that the cara¬ 
van pitches, shower block and 
offices are now located outside 
the area of flood risk. 

However, the access road into 
the site is still considered to be 
susceptible to flooding. 

Objections to the application 
were lodged by Rhondda Cynon 


Taff Council’s area development 
control committee, because it 
would have a detrimental impact 
on the existing landscape. 

There was also an objection 
from residents of Glyncoch, on 
the grounds of the site not being 
fully screened and other environ¬ 
mental issues. 

Councillors heard that the site 
lies within a Special Landscape 
Area, outside of a designated set¬ 
tlement boundary. 

Officers recommended granti¬ 
ng consent as it complied with 
government and council policy 
and did not adversely affect the 
visual amenities of the area 
enough to warrant refusal. 

A series of planning conditions 
have been imposed, including one 
that states the site can only be 
used from either April 1 or the 
Thursday before Easter, whichev¬ 
er is earlier, to October 31. The 
site must be cleared of all cara¬ 
vans by November 1. 

Planners have also had talks 
with the applicants about using a 
sensitive material like Grass 
Crete to surface the caravan pitch¬ 
es, to avoid a series of black tar 
slabs being laid down. 


It’s third time unlucky as 
flooding hits hospital again 


by JAYNE ISAAC 


A THIRD leak has 
taken place at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital in 
Bridgend, causing 
damage to ceilings 
and walls. 

Workmen had to be 
brought in to deal with 
the damage after 300 
gallons of water cascad¬ 
ed through the Bridgend 
Clinic (which is the pri¬ 
vate wing of the hospi¬ 
tal) and then leaked into 
the Short Stay unit 
below. 

The Oasis Restaurant 
and the boardroom were 
also affected. 


This is the third time 
that the hospital has suf¬ 
fered damage as a result 
of leaks in the heating 
system. The first was in 
the day surgery unit and 
the second was in the 
children’s clinic. 

Both leaks caused 
damage, although ABM 
Health Board has not yet 
revealed how much 
repairing the damage has 
cost. 

Staff allege that the 
leaks were the result of 
the heating being 
switched off in these 
areas of the hospital. 


They claim that the 
day surgery unit and the 
children’s clinic had 
their heating switched 
off over a weekend 
before Christmas, as 
they were not in use. 

Unfortunately, this 
was also the weekend 
when temperatures 
plunged to well below 
zero. 

Staff also claim that 
the latest leak was 
caused by the heating 
being switched off to 
this part of the hospital 
over Christmas and new 
year when it was not in 
use. 

Staff returning to 
work on Tuesday were 
confronted with work¬ 
men trying to repair the 
damage. 

But the board has 
denied that the first two 
leaks were caused by 


heating being switched 
off. They stated that 
malfunctioning pieces of 
equipment in both areas 
of the hospital were to 
blame. 

This equipment 
should have monitored 
the temperature and reg¬ 
ulated the heating sys¬ 
tem accordingly. 

The GEM has now 
asked ABM if the third 
leak is the result of yet 
another malfunction in 
the heating system or, if 
this time, the heating 
was switched off. 

We have suggested 
that if a malfunction is 
to blame, the board 
should carry out a com¬ 
plete investigation of the 
heating system in the 
hospital to prevent any 
further flooding and 
damage to the building. 

At the time of going to 
press, no response had 
been received. 


MBEs for volunteers 

A stalwart member of Maesteg Salvation 
Army, and a former director of Bridged 
Samaritans received MBEs in the New 
Year Honours List. 

SEE PAGE 4 FOR FULL DETAILS. 


A touch of Espana at Christmas? 



There was a touch of the Pamplona bull-run on Christmas morning when this red bandana 
group joined Porthcawl’s charity swim. (Turn to page 6 and 7 for a report and more photos). 


PLANNERS GIVE A GREEN 
LIGHT TO PORTHCAWL 
SEAFRONT DEVELOPMENT 


A LANDMARK 
development on 
Porthcawl seafront 
has been approved 
by Bridgend plan¬ 
ners. 

Permission has been 
granted for 60 assisted 
living apartments to be 
built on land at the rear 
of The Seabank Hotel in 
Porthcawl. 

But part of the devel¬ 
opment will be visible 
from the seafront, and 
has been designed with 
a nautical theme, 
including a blue fin 
structure. 

Developers 
McCarthy and Stone 
held an information day 
in the autumn to which 
Porthcawl organisations 
were invited to see the 
details for themselves. 

The new plan 
replaces an earlier con- 

Arrest 

made 

POLICE have 
arrested a man in 
connection with a 
reported sexual assault 
on New Year’s Eve in 
North Cornelly. 

A spokesman report¬ 
ed: “A 20-year-old 
male has been arrested 
and is in custody assist¬ 
ing police with their 
enquiries.” 


sent to build 63 shel¬ 
tered apartments on the 
site. 

The new building 
will be mainly four 
storeys in height, but 
would be reduced to 
three storeys at the 
north western corner 
and increased to five at 
the south western cor¬ 
ner, where a large ‘fin’ 
structure is proposed. 

The building will be 
finished in smooth ren¬ 
der coloured butter¬ 
milk, pale green and 
white with grey slate to 
the roof. Balconies to 
the apartments will be 
fitted with smoked glass 
panels. 

Access will be from 
Picton Avenue and 25 
car parking spaces will 
be provided within the 
site. 

The apartments will 
be a combination of one 
and two-bedroom units. 
There will be communal 
facilities and services 
including a restaurant 
and kitchen serving hot 
meals at lunch time. 

Residents will also 
get an hour a week of 
domestic help, with the 
option to buy in more. 

All the apartments 
are wheelchair accessi¬ 
ble and would attract an 
older resident than a 
sheltered housing 
scheme. Research has 
shown that residents in 
assisted living homes 
are expected to be 83, 


compared to 75 m shel¬ 
tered homes. 

There were objec¬ 
tions from some nearby 
residents, who were 
concerned about a pos¬ 
sible increase in parking 
on their streets, but offi¬ 
cers state that because 
of the age of the occu¬ 
pants, they will be less 
likely to own a car and 
require a parking space. 

They add that the 
principle of building on 
this site was established 
when the firm won an 
appeal to the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
to build 63 apartments 
on the site. 

Officers feel that this 
new scheme is an 
improvement on what 
was originally proposed 
and approved. 

In their appraisal, 
officers state that the 
location of this develop¬ 
ment, close to the 
Seabank Hotel with its 


art deco influences, has 
resulted in the chosen 
design. 

The five-storey ele¬ 
ment of the scheme 
which fronts the devel¬ 
opment has a nautical 
theme with a fin and 
rigging and is comple¬ 
mented by the project¬ 
ing deck-like balconies 
of the apartments. 

At the back of the 
site, the development is 
lower and more in keep¬ 
ing with the residential 
streets around. 

The development 
control committee 
agreed to grant consent, 
subject to McCarthy 
and Stone signing a 
Section 106 agreement 
to pay £332,843 
towards the provision of 
affordable housing in 
the borough. 

A number of planning 
conditions have also 
been laid down. 

JANE ISAAC 


Man (22) is 
found dead 

POLICE in Bridgend are investigating the 
sudden death of a 22-year-old man whose 
body was found at his home at Sandfields, 
Aberkenfig, at about 11.40am on Monday, 
January 3. 

He has been named locally as Andrew Evans, 
who played rugby for Tondu RFC. 

A police spokesman said: “The death is not 
being treated as suspicious; the next of kin and HM 
Coroner have been informed.” 
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A typical day 
at the (e-mail) 
inbox of an MP 


WESTMINSTER 

NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE MOON 
is writing an exclusive 
monthly report from 
Westminster 
for The GEM. 



I T is New Year’s Eve, and here 
I am looking at my e-mail 
inbox and letters, as I try to 
tidy up the last few hours of 2010. 

In many ways, these correspondences 
offer a nice cross section of some of the 
communications that an MP receives and 
the varied topics dealt with every day. 

I have a wonderful letter from a senior 
military man that I sat next to at a defence 
discussion in the House of Commons in 
December. We were there to discuss the 
strategic defence and security review. 

During the course of the discussion, we 
debated public support for the armed 
forces and the need for MPs to understand 
the military. I told the story of how during 
the election one of my opponents had 
posed with a party member dressed as a 
nurse to indicate support for the NHS, and 
how this had been likened to my wearing 
military fatigues as part of the armed 
forces parliamentary scheme. 

My dinner companion was shocked and 
wrote to say that he felt it was ‘ essential 
for you to wear the same protective cloth¬ 
ing as everyone else, so that you could get 
your hands dirty and work alongside serv¬ 
ice personnel ’. 

It was kind of him to remember the 
conversation. What made me smile, how¬ 
ever, was the next part of the letter that 
went on to ask: “By the way, do you ever 
visit Porthcawl? The Pavilion there was 
opened by my cousin Russell Mabley on 
the day that I was born. My visits there 
at a young age frequently involved making 
shopping trips to Bridgend, I think nine 
miles away.''’ 

The letter is awaiting a reply while I 
hunt for an old collection of photographs 
of Porthcawl that I have in a box which I 
want to send to my correspondent, to 
hopefully remind him of his cousin and 
Porthcawl. It also goes to show you can 
find surprising connections with people 
you would never have expected. 


I have two e-mails from a frequent cor¬ 
respondent who wants me to sign two 
Early Day Motions. The EDMs both relate 
to animal rights issues. The first ‘ opposes 
the cruelty of the rodeo in Canada. 

During a rodeo, animals are subjected to 
immense stress and cruelty in events such 
as ‘calf roping.’ 

In this event, the calf is goaded, prod¬ 
ded and often has its tail twisted to ensure 
that it bursts out of its chute at full speed. 

The terrified calf is then chased by a 
mounted rider who must lasso the calf, 
jump off his horse, pick up the calf, slam 
it to the ground and tie three of its feet 
together. 

The second relates to The Coalition 
Government’s decision to offer the House 
of Commons an opportunity to ‘ express its 
view’ on repeal of the Hunting Act 
through a vote on a parliamentary motion. 

ANIMAL LOVER 

The e-mailer goes on to say that ‘ Like 
the vast majority of people in Britain, I 
am an animal lover. I am one of the 85 
per cent of the public who don’t want to 
see a return to hare hunting and coursing, 
one of the 84 per cent who don’t want to 
see the clock turned back to stag hunting, 
and one of the 75 per cent of people who 
think fox hunting should remain consigned 
to history. ” 

This correspondent knows that I don’t 
sign EDMs, which are a very expensive 
form of petitioning by MPs which have no 
impact on government policy. I prefer to 
write to ministers in relation to issues 
raised or to ask Parliamentary questions. 

I have already written on the rodeo 
issue and a copy of the reply will be for¬ 
warded; and I have written to numerous 
constituents confirming that I will oppose 
any repeal of the Hunting Act. 

I have upset one constituent who wrote 
asking me to introduce a Private 
Member’s Bill to prevent young drivers 
carrying more than one passenger. The 
system for MPs to introduce their own 


Bills to Parliament is something of a lot¬ 
tery. 

The names of 20 MPs are drawn at ran¬ 
dom once a year with the right to intro¬ 
duce a Private Member’s Bill to 
Parliament. In practice, only the first 
seven or so have the opportunity for their 
Bills to be the subject of a second reading 
debate, which is required for the Bill to 
hope to progress into law. I explained that 
on that basis, it is highly unlikely that I 
would get such an opportunity. 

In my reply, I had pointed out that such 
a restriction on the carrying of passengers 
would perhaps not be effective in protect¬ 
ing young drivers or their passengers. It 
would not reduce the number of young 
drivers on the road, nor would it reduce 
the number of accidents they have. 

I commended the National Assembly 
which introduced a scheme that target 
young drivers offering additional training 
under a scheme called Pass Plus Cymru. 

The scheme is effective and here in 
Bridgend, we have lower than the national 
average number of recorded accidents and 
fatalities for young drivers. 

My correspondent does not accept this 
argument and wants action. I shall write to 
the Transport Minister and see what he 
thinks of the suggestion... 

The final e-mail brings wonderful 
news. Two people I worked with in 
Bridgend Samaritans have been awarded 
MBEs in the new Year Honours list. 
Darren and Paul worked diligently to 
reduce suicides and to raise awareness of 
the variety of ways of reaching out to the 
help and support Samaritans offer. 

There were times when we seemed to 
talk almost daily and they never stopped 
pushing for improved services to help 
those who were desperately distressed. 

These unknown and unsung heroes are 
finally being recognised. Well done to 
Darren and Paul - and well done the 
Samaritans. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


Poppy flies high at 
the Christmas swim 



ABOVE: The Mayor of Porthcawl, Court Mary Emment-Lewis (left), 
with Linda Fletcher, Ruth Birch and Keith E Morgan. 



A GIANT poppy was one sym¬ 
bol that could hardly be missed 
at this year’s Porthcawl 
Christmas swim. 

Ruth Birch, the chairman of the 
Porthcawl branch of the Royal British 
Legion, together with her colleague 
Linda Fletcher, joined the swim to 


raise money for the Legion’s Poppy 
Appeal. 

GEM photographer Keith E 
Morgan was also officially registered 
for the swim, and raised cash for the 
appeal. 

Ruth raised more than £200 in 
sponsorship for the appeal, while 
Keith was able to raise £125. 


'Get the MoD college 
built to bring In cash’ 


1 AM at a loss to understand why we 
have spent £18.7 million on consul¬ 
tancy fees for the Training College 
scheme at MoD St Athan. 

A list of names and awards should be pub¬ 
lished. I held an education committee in the 
RAF, who know everything about training, and 
was a major supplier of technical products to 
the MoD. 

You need a syllabus of what needs teaching; 


GEM 
LETTERS 
EXTRA 

then the teachers will tell you what they need in 
the way of equipment, building and wages. 

The local authority will tell you what infra¬ 
structure is needed. 

All of this for free or a few thousand pounds! 
Parasitic quangos and ‘jobs for the boys’ are 
not free. Someone needs to explain soon, and 
get the college built to bring in some money. 

DE Jenkins, 


The airport is a 
'white elephant’ 


1 SHOULD like to 
comment on the 
letter from D 
Andrews in The 
GEM (December 
23), which referred 
to the inconvenienc¬ 
es and inadequacies 
at Cardiff Airport. 

Wales is a country 
still not overly populat¬ 
ed, and all areas are 
badly served by road or 
rail. 

Consequently, air 
lines see little profit in 
‘pandering’ to our needs, 
nor do the railways. 

North Wales is ade¬ 
quately served from 
Liverpool and 
Manchester, mid-Wales 
relies on Birmingham 


and, of course, south 
Wales relied on 
Birmingham until the 
fairly recent upgrading 
of Bristol and even 
Exeter. 

The only 

‘International’ part about 
Cardiff is the regular 
KLM flights that take 
you to Schipol and then 
anywhere in the world. 

Yes, all the comments 
about pick-up/drop-off 
are valid, also the bag¬ 
gage trolley charges 
etc... but all of these are 
necessary to maintain 
our ‘white elephant’ at 
Rhoose. 

There must be alterna¬ 
tive solutions, such as 
short range, REGULAR 
internal UK flights 

James Tuttle 


Air passengers 
opt for Bristol 

W ITH reference to recent letters 
on passengers’ being inconve¬ 
nienced at Cardiff Airport, we 
have deserted Cardiff for Bristol - 
together with our two daughters, sons in 
law, five grandchildren - as well as 
friends from Porthcawl. 

We have voted with our feet. 

Rhodri Willliams, 

QUICK TIP! 

E VEN if you can get to the DIY shop 
to buy one, a snow shovel can be 
surprisingly expensive. 

Fix a piece of plywood at least a foot wide to a 
length of two by one timber and grease it with 
cooking oil - that prevents the snow from sticking 
- it works better than anything you will buy in the 
shops. 

David Alexander 



...and hardy souls brave 
the icy waters for swim! 


See page 7 for more pictures of 
the Porthcawl Christmas swim. 



HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL JANUARY 13) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl. It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in Barry, 


the high point will be 20 - 

■ 25 minutes later. 

DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

06 Thur 

07.32 

9.8 

19.46 

9.5 

07 Fri 

08.07 

9.6 

20.19 

9.3 

08 Sat 

08.44 

9.4 

20.58 

9.1 

09 Sun 

09.16 

9.1 

21.27 

8.8 

10 Mon 

09.43 

8.8 

22.04 

8.5 

11 Tues 

10.18 

8.2 

22.40 

8.1 

12 Wed 

11.03 

8.0 

23.23 

7.8 

13 Thur 

11.47 

7.7 




While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 7EL. Email: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk. Printed by NWN Ltd. 
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New opportunities strategy for older people 

THE MOORLANDS DAY 
CENTRE IS TO CLOSE 
IN PACKAGE CHANGE 


THE Moorlands 
day care centre in 
Porthcawl is to be 
closed - as part of 
a package of 
changes to the 
way in which 
older people 
receive social care. 

A report to Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council’s cabinet out¬ 
lined a new strategy for 
providing daytime 
opportunities for older 
people in the borough, 
and part of the new 
strategy entails setting 
up a network of “com¬ 
munity cafes” to be 
operated by the volun¬ 


tary sector with support 
from social services. 

The Moorlands 
Centre is leased from 
the Rest Home and sit¬ 
uated at Rest Bay. It 
offers 10 places, six 
days a week, for older 
people with mental ill¬ 
ness and dementia. It 
provides activities, a 
hot meal and transport. 

Moorlands is also 
supported by Bridgend 
and District Crossroads 
Care who provide 
occupational activities 
for two hours a day. 

The lease for 
Moorlands expires next 
March and it is pro¬ 
posed that this is not 


Report by 

Jayne Isaac 

renewed and the serv¬ 
ice provided transferred 
to the Minerva Street 
day centre in Bridgend. 

The report states that 
Moorlands has “signifi¬ 
cant” limitations which 
mean that people with 
poor mobility are pre¬ 
vented from using it. 

The isolated nature 
of the site also makes it 
unsuitable as the loca¬ 
tion of one of the new 
community cafes being 
proposed. 

A project group has 
been set up to ensure 


Police pay a visit 
to the Sandville 



ABOVE: Sister Gwyneth Poacher and Gary Banks welcoming 
Chief Constable, Peter Vaughan, and Chief Superintendent Carl 
Davies, to the Sandville Self Help Centre. 



ABOVE: 

The officers are shown 
St Michael’s Church. 


Photos by 

KEITH E 
MORGAN 

THE Chief Constable 
of the South Wales 
Police Force, Peter 
Vaughan, recently 
visited the Sandville 
Self-Help Centre, 
accompanied by 
Chief Superintendent 
Carl Davies. 

They were given a 
conducted tour by 
Gary Banks, manag¬ 
er of the Sandville, 
and both said they 
were impressed by 
what they saw. 


that the 11 people using 
Moorlands will have 
access to the same level 
of service either at 
Minerva Street or the 
local community cafe 
which is run by 
Crossroads in 
Porthcawl. 

There will be consul¬ 
tation with the users 
and their families or 
carers to ensure conti¬ 
nuity of support. The 
community cafe will be 
supported by social 
services to extend its 
days of operation to 
accommodate the 
Moorlands users. 

Minerva Street will 
also receive extra 
resources to provide 
longer hours of opera¬ 
tion on Saturdays. The 
Crossroads support cur¬ 
rently at Moorlands 
will transfer to Minerva 
Street. 

The report says that 
demand for day servic¬ 
es will increase within 
the borough as the pro¬ 
portion of retired peo¬ 
ple increases over the 
next 20 years. 

There will be a 22 
per cent rise in the 
number of people aged 
65 and over by 2015. 
Those aged 85 and over 
will increase by 23 per 
cent. 

The report points out 
that the desire for 
“social interaction and 
meaningful activities” 
does not wane as peo¬ 
ple get older, although 
their opportunities do. 

The council says it 
has been moving the 
focus away from pro¬ 
viding day services in 
council buildings for 
some time, in favour of 
putting activities on 
within the community. 

At the moment, the 
council runs three day 
centres for older peo¬ 
ple. Apart from 
Moorlands, the others 
are: 

Fairy 
tales in 
Pencoed 

LOCAL children are 
being invited to 
Pencoed Library - to 
listen to their 
favourite fairy tales. 

For youngsters aged 
under-11, special story¬ 
time and craft sessions 
will be taking place on 
the first six Saturdays of 
the year from January 8 
to February 12 from 
10.45am-ll.45am, cele¬ 
brating their top choices. 

Admission is free. 
Please note that all chil¬ 
dren under eight must be 
accompanied by a 
responsible adult at all 
times. 

For further details, 
call Pencoed Library on 
(01656) 754840. 


Minerva Street, 
which at present, offers 
40 places five days a 
week to older, frail 
people and to eight 
older people with men¬ 
tal illness or dementia. 

Vernon Hart Centre 
in Nantyffyllon, where 
there are 30 places five 
days a week and seven 
older people with a 
learning disability also 
use the centre. 

Both provide activi¬ 
ties, a hot meal and 
transport. 

A multi-agency 
group has been formed 
with health profession¬ 
als to agree a model for 
future daytime services 
for older people. This 
new strategy is expect¬ 
ed to save the council 
£100,000 a year from 
next April. 

It entails co-ordinat¬ 
ing existing groups and 
clubs in the community 
and to provide informa¬ 
tion about them. 

Those people at risk 
of becoming socially 
isolated will be encour¬ 
aged to attend commu¬ 
nity cafes and befriend¬ 
ing groups delivered by 
voluntary organisations 

More intense support 
and intervention will be 
available for the much 
smaller numbers of 
people who may need 
assistance and help, 
sometimes at home. 

The new group is 
now co-ordinating the 
development of locally- 
based community cafes 
to offer day-time 
opportunities to elderly 
people and their carers. 

These cafes will 
offer informal support, 
lunches, information 
and activities. 

Each cafe will pro¬ 
vide outreach to 
appoint local communi¬ 
ty leaders who will act 
as “champions” for 
community develop¬ 
ment and will find peo¬ 
ple at risk of isolation. 

There should be two 
cafes operating by 
April with plans for 
others to be set up in 
each locality by next 
December. It is hoped a 
network of cafes will 
be formed which will 
be self sufficient finan¬ 
cially. 

A bid of £200,000 is 
being made to the Big 
Lottery Fund to run 
befriending schemes as 
part of the community 
cafe development. 

As a result of these 
changes, it is expected 
there will be less 
demand for traditional 
day centre places and 
eventually, the revenue 
spent supporting these 
centres will transfer to 
the cafes. 

A further review of 
the future for these cen¬ 
tres will then be made. 

The council cabinet 
has approved the new 
strategy. 


Concert will raise 
funds - and give Nicky 
a rousing send-off! 


SOME of Bridgend 
county borough’s 
brightest talents, 
almost all former 
members of the 
Bridgend Youth 
Theatre, are getting 
together for a 
fundraising night 
this Saturday at 
Porthcawl’s Grand 
Pavilion. 

Apart from the 
fundraising aspect, the 
evening is to celebrate 
the fact that Nicky 
Phillips, a youth theatre 
stalwart, has been offered 
a place at the Welsh 
College of Music and 
Drama WCMD) to study 
musical theatre. 

Nicky has performed 
in a wide variety of roles 
with the Bridgend Youth 
Theatre (BYT), and with 
amateur operatic groups 
in Porthcawl and 
Maesteg. 

However, getting that 
suitable place in a presti¬ 
gious drama college has 
been difficult. 

Nicky told The GEM: 
“I have had a few rejec¬ 
tions,but I have kept 
busy. I also gained a lot 
of experience through 
being a tutor with the 
youth theatre junior 
groups. 

“In fact, some of the 
performers on Saturday 
will be former pupils of 
mine.” 

There is also, as with 
all the best showbiz sto¬ 
ries, that crucial element 
of good luck. 

When Roger Burnell 
decided that the BYT 
would put on the very 
challenging musical 
Sweeney Todd, Nicky 
was an assistant director. 
The lead role of Sweeney 
went to Scott Dale. 

However, with only 
two weeks to go before 
opening night, Scott 
found that he had ben 
selected for boot camp in 
the X-Factor, and he was 
forced to choose because 
the dates clashed. 



ABOVE: Nicky 
Phillips as 
Sweeney Todd. 


As a result Nicky was 
drafted in and had to 
learn the part in very 
quick time. 

Remembering the com¬ 
plicated stage directions, 
the dialogue and the 
songs was tough. 

There were plenty of 
worried faces - even on 
dress rehearsal night, but 
it all came together with 
an audience. What is 
more, in the audience 
was a representative of 
the WCMD and the rest 
is history! 

So, the evening will be 
a celebration of the highs 
and lows of show busi¬ 
ness, featuring young 
performers who are 
already making a mark 
on stage and on TV, and 
others with the talent to 
do so in the future’ 

In an odd way, it will 
also be saying ‘goodbye' 
to Nicky Phillips. Nicky 
explained: “Due to 

Equity rules, I will have 
to change my name as 
someone already ‘owns’ 
Nicky Philips. 

“My new performing 
name as of January 8 will 
be Nicky Taliesin. I 
chose this as Taliesin is 
my grandad’s first name 
(he died before I was 
bom) and it is also my 
great-uncles first name, 
and he was like a grandad 
to me, and always told 
me I should follow my 


dreams and perform. A 
bit cheesey but they both 
mean a lot to me and I 
like the name too! 

Definite performers 
include: Nicky Phillips, 
Ben Rowland and 
Charlotte Hatchett 
(played leads in Jekyll 
and Hyde in Porthcawl 
Comp’s production), 
James Morgan (Cosmo 
Brown in BYT’s Singing 
in the Rain), Katie Salt 
(Maria in BYT’s West 
Side Story), Melissa 
Thomas (Gypsy in 
BYT’s Gypsy), Mel 
Stevens (Mrs Lovett in 
BYT’s Sweeney Todd), 
Alice Davies (Eponine in 
Porthcawl Comp’s forth¬ 
coming Les Miserables), 
Joe Wiltshire-Smith (for¬ 
mer-pupil, Tobias in 
BYT’s Sweeney Todd), 
Ashley Hunt (Judd in 
Porthcawl Comp’s 
Oklahoma), Mari and 
Lowri Izzard (former 
pupils and both Belle in 
Beauty and the Beast in 
Maesteg), Dan Parker 
(Paul in BYT’s Chorus 
Line). 

On the subject of equi¬ 
ty mles, Katie Salt has 
now become Katie-Elin 
Salt, and was recently 
singled out by a national 
newspapper as a Welsh 
actress to look out for, 
after making her debut in 
the National Theatre 
Wales production that 
played in Bridgend. 

The performers will be 
backed by a four-piece 
band - Neil Parker (musi¬ 
cal director and piano), 
Phil Julliff (keyboards), 
Phil Hughes (percussion) 
and James Watkins 
(bass). 

The show, entitled 
Mosaic of Musicals, is on 
Saturday, January 8, at 
7.30pm, and tickets are 
available from the Grand 
Pavilion box office on 
01656 815995 


WHAT A CHRISTMAS 
PRESENT FOR CHARITY! 



MAESTEG Animal Welfare 
Society secured the purchase of 
their charity shop in Maesteg 
during their ‘Silver Jubilee’ 
year and just in time for 
Christmas. 

We were asked to vacate the 
premises in January 2010 as the 
landlord was selling up, but we have 
now secured the future of the chari¬ 
ty and the future for helping ani¬ 


mals. 

Jan Brody told The GEM: “We 
are a small independent charity that 
relies on sales from our charity shop 
and donations. We are run entirely 
by volunteers so all our proceeds go 
to helping animals and the commu¬ 
nity. Visit us at 4 Church Street, 
Maesteg, and pick up a bargain.” 

If you would like to give an animal 
a home, or give a donation, contact 
Jan 01656 721496. 
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Shops scheme 
development 
will transform 
the Elder Yard 


New year honours joy for local people 


Maesteg’s 
Salvation Army 
stalwart Glenda 
receives MBE 


MBE for Samaritan 
who became the face 
of Bridgend during 
suicide media blitz 


TWO new shops 
are to be built in 
Elder Yard in 
Bridgend town 
centre as part of 
the redevelop¬ 
ment of the Elder 
Street area. 

HD Ltd, which is 
owned by the Hegarty 
Family, lodged the 
application for the two 
new retail units to be 
provided in a single 
building on empty land 
on the northern side of 
Elder Street, near the 
cottages which are cur¬ 
rently being refur¬ 
bished. 

At the moment, the 
site is a concrete hard 
standing enclosed by 
concrete bollards. 

The scheme is part of 
the larger masterplan 
known as Elder Yard, 
which aims to reinstate 
the old area of the town 
centre that has been 
semi-derelict for years. 

The new building 
will be made of natural 
dressed stone, stained 
hardwood, plate glass 
and lignum cladding 
panels. 

The shops will open 
up onto Elder Street. 

The development is 
located within the 
Bridgend town centre 
conservation area and 
close to the listed build¬ 
ings of the Victoria Inn 
and the Elder Street cot¬ 
tages. 

In his observations, 

Missing 

woman: 

Police 

appeal 

SOUTH Wales Police 
are appealing for 
information about 
the whereabouts of 
50-year-old Marian 
Brailey-Tucker, who 
went missing from 
the Princess of Wales 
hospital on 
Christmas Eve at 
9pm. 

A spokesperson said: 
“Marian is originally 
from the Penarth area. 
She has access to a 
Silver Renault Clio, reg¬ 
istration number CP04 
KNK and is described 
as, white, 5ft 8in tall, of 
stocky build, with black 
wavy hair. 

“ She was last seen 
wearing a black cardi¬ 
gan, black top with grey 
hearts on, a black skirt 
and a long grey coat. 

“She was also wear¬ 
ing black boots with a 
gold braid.” 

Anyone with infor¬ 
mation should contact 
Bridgend Police station 
on 01656 655555. 


by JAYNE 
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the council’s head of 
conservation and design 
said that the lignum 
cladding panels, 

although coated with a 
natural wood finish, 
have the disadvantage 
of looking more like 
external formica rather 
than real wood. 

His report goes on: 
“The design statement 
gives no hint of why 
this wood and fake 
wood finish, redolent of 
spurious sustainability, 
is considered appropri¬ 
ate for Bridgend town 
centre.” 

He also expressed 
concern about approv¬ 
ing plans when no spec¬ 
ifications for the colour 
of the single ply roofing 
system has been 
received and without 
details of the northern 
and eastern elevations. 

The report states that 
the shop fronts are to be 
made of sheets of plate 
glass and adds: “No 
effort has been made to 
add richness or interest 
to enhance the character 
of Bridgend Town 
Centre Conservation 
Area. 

“Towns have been 
blighted since the 1960s 
by the spurious argu¬ 
ment that opening up 
the interior of shops 
with plate glass 
enhances the attractive¬ 
ness of shopping areas. 

“Buildings need 
intrinsic interest as a 
frame for the retail dis¬ 
play so that if, as is all 
too common, the dis¬ 
play is banal, there is 
still incident to hold the 
eye.” 

The observations 
also go on to describe 
the design as “bland” 
and dark, in contrast to 
the lightness of 
Bridgend’s rendered 
historic buildings and 
also with the colourful- 
ly restored Elder 
Cottages. 

The officer suggested 
inviting the architect 
and client to a meeting 
to try to raise the quali¬ 
ty of the design. 

But he added that the 
proposal was “just 
preferable” to allowing 
the site to remain 
derelict in the heart of 
the town and would 
represent a marginal 
enhancement of the 
appearance of the con¬ 
servation area. 

The Environment 
Agency asked for a 
flood consequence 
assessment to be com- 
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pleted by the applicant, 
but this has not been 
done and the agency is 
objecting to the applica¬ 
tion. 

The agency added 
that if the council went 
ahead and granted con¬ 
sent against the objec¬ 
tions of the agency, they 
would report the issue 
to the Welsh Assembly 
Government. 

In their appraisal of 
the application, plan¬ 
ning officers said that 
the scheme was located 
within the established 
retail centre and pri¬ 
mary shopping area of 
Bridgend. 

The council’s poli¬ 
cies encourage new 
retail development in 
town centres and there 
are no objections in 
principle to the devel¬ 
opment. 

The report stated that 
the proposed develop¬ 
ment would help mask 
the rather unsightly rear 
of shops in Adare 
Street. 

Given that the exist¬ 
ing site is vacant and 
run down, the reason¬ 
ably modest scale of the 
new building would 
enhance the street scene 
and could be said to be 
compatible with council 
policies. 

It was agreed to 
make the consent, sub¬ 
ject to a Section 106 
agreement to provide a 
wall and landscaping. 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


A MAESTEG woman 
who has given more 
than 40 years service 
to the Salvation 
Army, has been 
awarded an MBE in 
the New Year’s hon¬ 
ours list. 

Glenda Howells 
joined up when she was 
just 16, and has been a 
loyal member ever since, 
fulfilling a number of 
roles in the Maesteg 
branch. 

Capt John Pugh of the 
local branch paid a ful¬ 
some tribute to Glenda 
when he spoke to The 
GEM. 

He said: “Glenda has 
done so much for us. 

She is our finance offi¬ 
cer, plays tenor horn in 
the band, and is the 
pianist for the Salvation 
Army Choir - as well as 
at church. 

“For as long as I can 
remember, Glenda has 
used her holiday time to 
do Salvation Army 
work. She and her hus¬ 
band John have been 
great supporters for so 
long.” 

For Glenda herself, 
the whole experience 
appears to have been a 
bit overwhelming. 

She told The GEM: 

“It has been almost sur¬ 
real. 

“I didn’t know I knew 
so many people...So 
many have been in touch 
to congratulate me. 



ABOVE: 

Glenda Howells in 
Salvation Army 
uniform. 

“When I received the 
letter, I was speechless.” 

She said that, having 
been brought up in a 
Christian home, joining 
the Salvation Army at 16 
was a natural decision, 
and that she believed 
strongly in the work that 
they did. 

She said: “There have 
been many changes in 
Maesteg during my time 
with the Salvation Army, 
but the nature of the 
good work stays the 
same. 

“There has always 
been a wonderful spirit 
in Maesteg. It is still the 
same great place.” 

Her friends are all 
clearly delighted with 
the news, but Glenda is 
not the sort of person 
who is comfortable talk¬ 
ing about her own 
achievements. 

She reflected: “I have 
found the whole experi¬ 
ence very humbling.” 


^ | mmmiMm Mr Ian Murray, Porthcawl | ^ 

Sad death of local 
transport campaigner 


I T IS with a feel¬ 
ing of great sor¬ 
row that mem¬ 
bers of ‘Porthcawl’ 
SHOUT’ will receive 
the news that their 
friend and transport 
expert, Ian Murray, 
passed away during 
their Christmas 
recess. 

A serious man, Ian 
had endeared himself 
to all who listened to 
his monthly transport 
reports which were 
always interesting, 
being compiled from 
many hours of volun¬ 
tary work. 

He was devoted to 
ensuring that he could 
keep the older commu¬ 
nity, whom he was 
proud to represent, 
well informed on all 
transport matters that 
affected them - from 
changes to X-bus 
routes to the availabili¬ 
ty of cheap rail servic¬ 
es, local and national. 

Ian was highly 
respected within the 
transport industry. He 
attended both the 



V_ J 


Mr Ian Murray. 

south-east and south¬ 
west transport consor¬ 
tium. 

He was also a val¬ 
ued member of the 
regional and national 
Bus Users Committee. 

He covered the rail¬ 
ways through his atten¬ 
dance at Arriva Trains 
area meetings, as well 
as Great Western local 
and regional meetings. 

It was fitting that he 
was a specially-invited 
guest to travel on the 
first train to use the 
much-publicised Ebbw 
Vale line. 

All this was accom¬ 
plished at his own 


cost, for the benefit of 
others. 

Ian was always 
fighting the cause of 
older people and was 
regularly found at the 
forefront of protest if a 
facility was changed - 
such as the unaccept¬ 
able withdrawal of the 
224 direct service from 
Porthcawl to Port 
Talbot. 

Wouldn’t it be a 
nice epitaph if First 
Cymru were to rein¬ 
state this service, even 
at this late stage? 

Ian Murray will 
long be remembered 
for his dedicated atten¬ 
tion to detail on behalf 
of Porthcawl SHOUT. 

He will be missed, 
but not forgotten by 
his friends and col¬ 
leagues. 

A service of remem¬ 
brance will take place 
at Gilgal Church, 
Porthcawl,where he 
was a member, on 
Thursday, January 13, 
at 2.15pm. 

CLIVE MORT, 
information officer, 
Porthcawl SHOUT 


THE director of the 
Bridgend branch of 
the Samaritans 
from 2007 to 2010, 
Darren Matthews, 
received an MBE in 
the New Year’s hon¬ 
ours list. 

His three-year term as 
head of the local branch 
included the period when 
Bridgend was in the 
headlines as “the suicide 
capital of Europe” - and 
the award, he felt, was 
clearly to acknowledge 
the work that he and fel¬ 
low volunteers did dur¬ 
ing an intense period. 

Mr Matthews’s term 
as director finished last 
summer, and he is just 
coming to the end of 
Samaritans’ compulsory 
six-month sabbatical - 
something all directors 
are required to take. 

He is now planning to 
return to the Bridgend 
branch as a volunteer and 
he spoke to The GEM 
about his award. 

He said: “I received 
the letter at the end of 
November and it was 
really a shock. I couldn’t 
believe it and it was diffi¬ 
cult keeping quiet about 
it. 
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“However, now that it 
has been announced, I 
have been amazed at the 
reaction from friends and 
from work. 

“Everyone has been 
talking about it and get¬ 
ting in touch.” 

He stressed: “I am 
sure that the MBE is 
intended to recognise all 
the work that people did 
in a voluntary capacity 
during the Bridgend sui¬ 
cides - and since then as 
well. 

“So many people gave 
up their time to try and 
help.” 

The six-month sabbat¬ 
ical has meant that 
Darren has had time to 
reflect on the Bridgend 
suicides, and the lessons 
that have been learned. 

The world-wide media 
firestorm that descended 
on Bridgend is long 
gone, but he feels there is 
still much to do. 

He said: “The tone of 
reporting suicides in 
Bridgend has changed, 
and I hope that is a lesson 
for the media throughout 
the UK. 



Darren Matthews on 
Samaritans duty at a 
local event. 


“However, it is still 
important to report these 
tragedies, otherwise there 
is a danger that they will 
be forgotten.” 

He pointed out that the 
events had led to the 
Welsh Assembly putting 
in place a strategy to 
reduce the number of sui¬ 
cides. 

He added that when he 
returns to the Bridgend 
branch, he was hoping to 
do more outreach work, 
as trying to make contact 
with the most vulnerable 
groups - still headed by 
young men from 16 to 34 
- is vital to tackling the 
problem. 


Regeneration Fol 
request is refused 


A SERIES of ques¬ 
tions submitted by a 
Porthcawl organisa¬ 
tion to Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council (BCBC) 
seeking information 
about land holdings 
within the 

Porthcawl regener¬ 
ation area, has been 
refused - despite 
being made under 
the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

The Porthcawl Civic 
Trust, acting through one 
of its members, asked for 
information about the 
land holdings of both the 
council and the Evans 
Families. 

Both parties are due to 
sign an agreement which 
will enable the regenera¬ 
tion to begin. This agree¬ 
ment will split the profits 
of the regeneration 
scheme 60-40 to the 
council. 

However, the civic 
trust, the chamber of 
trade and Porthcawl 
SHOUT challenged the 
way in which the profits 
were to be divided, and 
asked The Wales Audit 
Office to investigate. 

The GEM has also 
asked the council for a 
break down of how the 
93 acres within the 
regeneration area divides 
up between the two par¬ 
ties. The Evans families 
lease some of the land 
involved. 
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The GEM also been 
refused this information 
on the grounds that it is 
commercially sensitive 
until the agreement is 
signed. 

In her reply to the Fol 
request, the council’s Fol 
officer, Christine John, 
said that information 
about the council’s and 
the Evans’ land holdings 
were available from the 
Land Registry. 

As a result, the request 
was refused because the 
information is available 
elsewhere. 

A request for informa¬ 
tion about the land leased 
by the Evans’ has also 
been refused because it is 
exempt from the Act, as 
it would disclose com¬ 
mercially sensitive infor¬ 
mation. 

A second series of 
questions was also put to 
the council on behalf of 
the Porthcawl Civic 
Society. 

BCBC was asked if 
the quarterly rent on Salt 
Lake car park had been 
paid in compliance with 
the lease. 

The council replied 
that the rent had been 
paid but then refused to 
disclose who was leasing 
the land and who had 
been paying the rent, on 
the grounds that it would 
constitute disclosure of 
commercially sensitive 
information. 


A spokesman for the 
civic trust said that the 
two responses were 
examples of “wilful 
obstructiveness” by 
BCBC, especially as Salt 
Lake was land acquired 
by the old Porthcawl 
UDC, and subsequently 
inherited by Ogwr and 
later BCBC. 

The spokesman said 
that they had only asked 
for company names and 
not the names of individ¬ 
uals and could not under¬ 
stand how this would 
prejudice the commercial 
interests of any person. 

The society has chal¬ 
lenged these rulings in a 
letter to BCBC on the 
grounds that quoting 
commercial confidential¬ 
ity is not a valid reason 
for refusal in this case. 

If BCBC again refus¬ 
es, the society can appeal 
to the Information 
Commissioner. 

The spokesman added 
that the council must 
have all the relevant 
acreages of the land it 
owns easily to hand 
because of the need to get 
up-to-date valuations 
carried out. 

It was publicly-owned 
land and the public has 
the right to know without 
having to go through the 
complicated procedures 
of applying to the Land 
Registry, which will 
require relevant map ref¬ 
erences and other infor¬ 
mation to pin-point the 
land in question. 
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COUNCIL CABINET VOTES TO 
EXTEND THE PILOT SCHEME 


Street lights to 
go part time... 


BRIDGEND’S cabinet has 
decided to extend a pilot 
scheme to switch off up to half 
of all street lights in part of the 
borough after midnight. 

The cabinet received a report on the 
trials to dim or switch off some street 
lights in a bid to reduce energy con¬ 
sumption and costs. 

Members were told that there has 
been a steady increase in both the qual¬ 
ity and quantity of street lights and the 
cost has been thrown into focus by the 
steep rise in energy costs in recent 
years. 

In the past, the generators supplied 
relatively low cost energy to this 
unmetered sector which usually uses 
off-peak supplies. 

Until 2005, the cost of street lighting 
was £351,000 a year for the 17,000 
lights in the borough, however costs 
increased to £826,000 for 2009-10, 
equating to an average annual increase 
of 27 per cent. 

The pilot schemes were in Cefn 
Glas, where lights were dimmed to 60 
per cent of their usual brightness from 
midnight until 5.30am; and in 
Coychurch, which includes Bridgend 
Industrial estate, where every other 
light was switched off at night. 

The pilot schemes started last 
December and no complaints or 
adverse comments have been received 
from the public, community councils 
or the emergency services. Also, there 
have been no reports of any problems 
with road safety, pedestrian safety or 
community safety and crime. 

The report states that if the pilot 
schemes are to be extended, considera¬ 
tion will have to be given to ensure that 
lighting levels remain adequate for 
CCTV cameras to operate. 

Cabinet members heard that the cost 
of converting the street lights were 
higher than originally anticipated 
because of increases in the price of 
components and the complexity and 
extent of the work required. 

The cost of converting street lights 
to operate part time at night worked out 
at £28 per unit if the work was straight¬ 
forward but an average of £49 if it was 
more complex. 

The dimming of street lights turned 
out to be more complex and problem- 
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atic and cost more than £200 per unit. 

The cost of converting lights for 
dimming was a total of £105,000 
against an annual energy saving of 
£6,898. Converting the lights to switch 
off at night cost £7,650, against an 
annual saving of £4,000. 

It would cost more than £2.4m to 
dim all the lights in the borough and 
that would save £230,000 a year in 
energy. 

Converting a third of street lights to 
part-night would cost £322,000 and 
save £140,420 a year. 

Officers recommended going for the 
option of switching off lights at night, 
rather than dimming because of the 
high cost of conversion for dimming. 

The cabinet heard that £155,000 is 
available in the new financial year to 
carry out conversion work and that the 
scheme will be rolled out to most areas 
south of the M4 initially. 

Those areas where selected lights 
will be switched off from midnight to 
5.30am include: 

The Industrial estates at Village 
Farm, Pyle; Brackla and Litchard; 
Brynmenyn, Penllwyngwent, Ogmore 
Vale; Forge site and Heol Ty Gwyn, 
Maesteg and the Science Park in 
Bridgend. 

Residential areas - the following 
council wards: All of Porthcawl, Pyle, 
Cornelly, Laleston and Bryntirion; 
Brackla. Litchard, Oldcastle, Bridgend 
and Morfa. 

In Pencoed, all three wards will be 
affected as well as Betws, Llangeinor 
and Llangynwyd. 

The Sarn, Bryncethin and 
Aberkenfig areas will not be included 
and neither will the three upper valley 
areas of Maesteg, Garw and Ogmore. 

The total cost of extending the 
switch off to the whole borough is 
£322,000 and money will be found to 
include the rest of the borough in 
future years. 

It is estimated that the authority will 
save £50,00 on energy costs next year, 
with savings of £90.000 the year after. 

The cabinet has agreed to switch off 
every other street light in those areas 
approved, subject to highway safety 
and security considerations. 


Porthcawl museum 
gets a new exhibit 



The two vintage plates. 


LEFT: Audrey and 
John David. 

AT a recent meet¬ 
ing of the 

Porthcawl Museum 
and Historical 
Society, member 
Keith E Morgan, 
presented two vin¬ 
tage plates to the 
museum. 

The two plates, 
which depict St John’s 
Church, Newton, were 
produced by Mercian 
China of Burton-upon- 
Trent, a firm which is 
no longer in existence. 

Newton Church is 
depicted on the front of 
both plates, and a short 
history of the church is 
given on the reverse. 

The two vintage 
plates were received on 
behalf of Porthcawl 
Museum by Audrey 
and John David. John 
is the president of the 
Porthcawl Museum 
and Historical Society. 


THE MINI BEAST HOTEL OPENS IN 
PENCOED FOR FOREST DWELLERS! 



A new ‘hotel’ offering free 
accommodation for forest 
dwellers has just opened at 
Rockwool Woodlands for 
Learning Centre in Pencoed. 

Local schoolchildren helped 
Forestry Commission Wales educa¬ 
tion officers Geminie Drinkwater 
and Carol Travers to build the 
Mini Beast hotel out of recycled 
pallets, straw and a variety of natu¬ 
ral tubes. 

“It may not seem like much but, 
for the variety of minibeasts living 
in the woodland, the hotel is the 
height of luxury.” said spokesman 
Clive Davies. 

The hotel, which was formally 
opened by Forestry Commission 
Wales Director Trefor Owen, will 


be added to by school groups who 
visit the woodland as part of the FC 
Wales Woodlands for Learning 
(WfL) team’s ongoing education 
programme. 

Geminie explained: 

“The minibeasts of Rockwool will 
soon be living the high life! 

“The aim is to involve as many 
children as possible in creating 
small habitat ‘pockets ’ within the 
bug hotel for minibeasts from the 
surrounding woodlands. 

“The hotel will help the children 
to learn about the importance of 
minibeasts and of their own respon¬ 
sibility in the conservation of the dif¬ 
ferent species.” 


LEFT: FC Wales Director Trefor Owen opens the Mini Beast Hotel, 
watched by education officer Carol Travers. 
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On all orders over £300 

Don't miss it! - You won't be disappointed 


NOimOPBsINCHOCRS 

MONTUBW© 

FR) $fcaro-530pm 

OP0M LATE EW&THJPSCAY 
9*t 

SAX SUN I l.rn*Spm 


Unit I, Retail Area. 
Lbindow lr>d. Est. Nr Cowbridg* 
Td:<DI 4 l 6 ) 772927/772928 



Viait our wvbsit* at 
« thapl K < farli omwttd.co.uk 

ENQUIRIES: 

•mail ilorhomtiltd rn uk 
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CHRISTMAS SWIMMERS DEFY THE SNOW TO 
DIVE INTO PORTHCAWL’S SHIVERING SEAS 



PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
e-mail ffitoimagiittfcali.co.uk 
or www.ffotoimage.co.uk 
(telephone 01446 773225). 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 

SNOW on the beach did not deter the brave 
swimmers at Porthcawl’s 46th Christmas 
Morning Swim. 

With snow still standing above the high water 
line and in bright winter sun, more than 606 regis¬ 
tered swi mm ers took the traditional Christmas 
morning dip in the sea at Sandy Bay, Porthcawl, 
while an estimated 2,000 to 3,000 spectators 
cheered them on. 

Porthcawl Coastguards signaled the start and 
cleared a path down the crowded beach for the 
swimmers. 

The procession was led from the Hi-Tide Inn to 
the beach by Mayor, Coun Mary Emment-Lewis 
and her consort Bobbie, who both went into the 
sea. 

They were joined by Victor Davies and Chris 
Hughes each with 40-plus swims to their name. 
Swimmers from all over the UK took part, and 
among the regular entrants was veteran swimmer 
Ken James of Ogmore Vale - the oldest entrant at 
84 and with 32 previous Christmas swims to his 
credit. 

At the other end of the age spectrum there were 
many young children and their parents taking part. 

Collections were made during carol singing and 
during the swim itself. 

Coming all the way from Ruislip in Middlesex 
to take part was the brother of the landlord of The 
Ancient Briton, Rick Newman. His 12-year-old 
daughter Lucy also braved the waters and the pair 
have raised £700 so far. 

The spokesperson for the swim committee, Ian 
Stroud, said: “Once again we have been grateful to 
all who supported our swim and the number of 
people who turned up was fantastic, considering 
the freezing conditions. I checked my garden ther¬ 
mometer at 9am and it showed minus 10C. 

“I was concerned about what effect the cold 
would have on our numbers, with many events 
cancelled this year due to snow and ice, but the 
number of swi mm ers far exceeded our expecta¬ 
tions.” 

Chairman, Nicola Willis commented: “As a 
small committee we are delighted the way we have 
been supported once again this year. 

“I would like to thank all swimmers, spectators, 
individuals, businesses and organisations who help 
in so many ways to make the swim such a success¬ 
ful event in the town’s calendar.” 
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Blue skies but freezing temperatures as local 
swimmers ‘enjoy’ Porthcawl’s Christmas dip 




Christmas Swim photos 
on this page are 
by MANDY THOMAS 
(Available for purchase, 
telephone 07974 518347) 
These and other pictures of 
the event can be viewed on 
www. mandythomasphotography. co. uk 


No matter what the costume that you choose for the Christmas swim - whether it be running kit, bikinis, or Santa outfits - you can’t escape the cold! 


Above (left to right): Ken James, Victor Davies, and Chris Hughes 
- more than 112 Christmas swims between them! 


t Christ College Brecon we work hard to 
create an environment in which pupils 
can be happy, grow in confidence and 
maturity, and thrive academically and in every 
other way. We pride ourselves on the pursuit of 
excellence and on encouraging our pupils to find and develop their 
talents and to prepare for the world beyond school. 

We know that academic results open doors, so we are committed to helping every 
individual maxi mi se their achievement in this area. This year’s school leavers were 
the first to challenge for the new A* grades at A level and they tackled this in style 
with 26% of all A level grades achieving the challenging A* top grade. The 2009/10 
A level results were the best ever seen at the school with 78% of all grades achieving 
A*-B grade. The GCSE results were equally impressive with 100% of pupils achiev¬ 
ing A*-C grades in the core subjects of English, Maths and Science. No fewer than 
59% of grades in all subjects achieved an A* or A grade too. However, we also believe 
that education takes place everywhere a pupil goes and not just in the classroom. High 
pupil participation rates in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, the extremely pop¬ 
ular Combined Cadet Force and our pupils’ successes in the sporting, music and 
drama arenas are evidence of this. 

At Christ College, education is about learning with enthusiasm and enjoyment; it 
is about living and growing in a culture where every individual counts and where staff 
and pupils are passionate about what they do; it is about challenges and adventures of 
every sort; all conducted in the safe environment of our inspiring campus on the out¬ 
skirts of the vibrant market town of Brecon. 

For details, visit www. christcollegebrecon. com or contact the Admissions 
Registrar on 01874 615440 or via email on admissions @ christcollegebrecon. com 


Scholarship and 
Entrance Assessments 


20th January 2011 

« 5th February 2011 


RCHRJST 

COLLEGE 

BRECON 
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‘CHRISTMASS’ LUNCH BRINGS 
CHURCH FAMILY TOGETHER 




y 


ABOVE: Lending a hand with the washing up were (left to 


right): Sandra Townsend, Coun Mary Emment-Lewis, 
Andrew Singer ; Liz Singer and Jacqueline Bate. 


ABOVE: The All Saints’ catering team made up of Maggie, 
Angharad, Bethan, Elen, Ffion, Cathrin, Sian, David, Father 
Jonathan and Canon Philip Masson. 



REPORT by KEITH E MORGAN 


THIS year, The Parish of Newton 
Nottage held a ‘Christmass’ lunch 
in All Saints' Hall, Victoria 
Avenue, Porthcawl. 

The catering was carried out by 
Maggie Masson, the Rector’s wife, 
assisted by family and friends, and 
of course, the Rector Canon Philip 
Masson. 

Approximately 50 people attend¬ 
ed the lunch, which turned out to be 
a “big family get together” - and a 
Christmas party. 

There was, of course, a charge for 


the 15-course lunch, which was 
intended to be non profit-making, 
but there was a small residue and 
this was given to LATCH, the chil¬ 
dren’s cancer charity. 

Among those attending the lunch 
were Stewart and Alistair Durley 
from Jersey in the Channel Islands. 
They are father and brother respec¬ 
tively to Father Jonathan Durley, 
the new Priest-in-Charge of the 
Parish of Kenfig Hill, with whom 
they were staying for Christmas. 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 


Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


New clerk 

FOLLOWING the res¬ 
ignation of the Pyle 
Community Council 
Clerk last month, Pyle 
Community Council 
has filled the vacancy, 
with the appointment 
of Mr Harold Phillips 
as the new clerk to the 
council (See picture 
above, right). 

Mr Phillips, who took 
up his position on 
Tuesday, is a well 
known and respected 
member of the commu¬ 
nity, a church warden at 
St Coleman’s Church, 
Cefn Cribwr and has 
been a member of the 
Kenfig Hill & District 
Male Voice Choir for the 
past 20 years - with the 
last 12.as chair. 

Society talk 

THE next meeting of 
the Kenfig Society will 
see Terry Robbins talk 


about the Brogden 
family - a subject of 
particular interest to 
local people, as this 
family were very active 
in creating the modern 
town of Porthcawl. 

Everyone is welcome 
to the meeting in Pyle 
Life Centre, Pyle on 
Tuesday, January 18 at 
7.30pm. 

For further details of 
this and other events 
being planned by the 
Kenfig Society, tele¬ 
phone Terry on 01656 
782351. 

Tree festival 

THE Christmas tree 
festival held at St 
Theodore’s Church 
was again a success, 
with over £100 being 
raised for ‘Help the 
Heroes’ fund and in 
excess of £300 was 
raised for the homeless 
and church funds. 



ABOVE : Eileen Peakman (interim clerk), Harold Phillips (new 
clerk to Pyle Community Council) and Paula James (chair). 


With the postponed 
concert still to take 
place, it is hoped that 
this amount will 
increase. 

Computers 

THE computer classes 
held at the Pyle Life 
Centre are offering an 
‘Introduction to 
Spreadsheets’ course, 
using Microsoft Excel. 

Starting on January 26 
it will be held on 
Wednesday evenings in 
the Life Centre, between 
7pm-9pm and will last 
for eight weeks. For 
more information, tele¬ 
phone 07968 092854. 

Youth choir 

THE new youth choir 
called ‘crescendo’ was 
the brainchild of 
Kenfig Hill & District 
Male Voice Choir musi¬ 
cal director, Phil Juliff, 


who observed the lack 
of such a choir between 
Cardiff and Swansea. 

Phil put the idea to 
the committee of Kenfig 
Hill & District Choir 
who readily agreed that 
the new choir could have 
access to the choral suite 
and its facilities at the 
Green Ace, and also to 
act as a parent body for 
administration and guid¬ 
ance. 

Kenfig Hill & District 
Male Voice Choir see 
this as part of the first 
article of is constitution, 
which is, 

"to promote and perform 
choral music" and to 
provide a positive and 
worthwhile hobby for 
the youth in their area. 
The choir got off to a 
shaky start in August, 
with only two girls 
attending for the first 


two weeks but has 
grown steadily and now 
has 18 members. The 
name ‘crescendo’, with 
the lower case c, was the 
choice of its members. 

The first performance 
was in The Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl, 
after only a few weeks 
rehearsal and following 
the success there and in 
the Pisgah Chapel, it is 
hoped that ‘crescendo’ 
will attract many new 
members this year. 

New members 
between the ages of 14- 
25 are welcome to come 
along on any Thursday 
evening when ‘crescen¬ 
do’ meet from 5.30pm- 
6.30pm in the choral 
suite, The Green Acre 
Motel, North Comelly. 

For further details, 
email: pj.juliff@btopen- 
world.com 
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m t: 01543 482926 
www.startautosmarLco.uk 





SPECIALISTS IN: 

WELL, BOREHOLE PUMPS, 
DRILLING & DIVINING 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS ■ 
pH, UV, IRON. 

MANGANESE REMOVAL, 
NITRATE, LIMESCALE HARNESS 

• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 
•Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 

• Irrigators 

• Parlour Washdown Systems 

PRICE AND SERVICE OUR PRIORITY 

Tel: 01994 448310; Fax: 01994 448693 

allpumpservices@btconnect.com 

www.allpumpservices.co.uk 
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^ridiculously comfy beds 
you'll love coming home to. 


half 

price 




plus an extra 
*100 of* =- 


240 months interest free credit available* 


IT 


Amour - Double 

C<mif««rf iMfnN MkmJ aO a 44*^ utM Uw b Mans 
oarititvdaffMwMbli • a rfviici >1 «%li r ImK 

MKW5TK NlCKtCr 

OwNI r»*«U**f9* 
Ui Mciumh 



extra *100 off 

£ 199 95 

sa/e £400 


S ensg ^ni 
Bliss - Double 

.»**Wt f« 4 * 
tta^nabnUu.iA^MK 
thi t ai^ u ofom 
'an/r*n m w y/ I ad w4np 


«iia lfc«urt 



Sierva - Kingsize 

taani Mnun tf» llna vadM 
■ih^Ihuv 6 «i #m»»i f«»>u 

i»»M ityii 

CW Kil 


OirUIHnXW91« 
ta* *te» U»t: 

extra *100 off 

£ 299 95 

sa/efsoo 



extra *100 off 

£ 499 95 

sa^e £700 


Prices held! 


Sleepmasters 


your 1st choke for B£DS 


Bridgend, Waterton Retail Park (within Harveys) 
Telephone (01656) 769 135 

Opt* 7 Days. lata ntyits Non arvJWtdi >3jm Spin.T ubs Ttun and Ffl Item 4pm 
Sat Sam 4pm Sun 10am 4pm. 

Buy online at wwwslccpmasters co.uk 


TYPICAL 

0%APR 


MU4» • 


■ •Hr 
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CALLING PORTHCAWL READERS - Are you in the picture? 



v. ~ ‘ . J 

THIS photograph was taken somewhere in Porthcawl during the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations on a street of terraced houses, one of which was named ‘Colston House’. || 

If you are in the picture, can you identify yourself, the street, the occasion and the date? Please contact Keith E Morgan on 01656 788150, if you have any information regarding the photograph. 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Thank you 

I would like to thank the 
members of the Tondu 
Art Society who 
designed, made and sent 
me a special Christmas 
card: it was really 
appreciated, thank you 
again. 

ME support 

I WOULD advise any¬ 
one who may be suffer¬ 
ing from ME that a 
support charity holds 
regular meetings in the 
Ararat Centre for the 
Community, Plas 
Treoda, Whitchurch, 
Cardiff, CF14 1PT, on 
Tuesdays between 
2.30pm-4pm. 

The centre has park¬ 
ing facilities and dis¬ 
abled persons access. If 
anyone requires reassur¬ 
ance or advice, please 
telephone Chris on 
02920 762347. 

Golden 

concert 

BRIDGEND Male 
Choir (Cor Meibion 
Penybont) is celebrat¬ 
ing its golden anniver¬ 
sary this year and will 
be hosting a celebrato¬ 
ry concert at the same 
venue where it held its 
first-ever concert in 
November 1960, 
Tabernacle Chapel, 
Pontycymer, on 
January 15 at 7pm. 

The choir will be per¬ 
forming songs made 
popular by its long-serv¬ 
ing musical directors, 
the late Aldwyn and 
Gwynfor Humphreys 
and, of course, present 
musical director, John 
Jenkins. 

Trumpet soloist 
Meirion Davies, partner 
of the choir’s piano 


accompanist, Laura 
Smith, will also feature 
along with two primary 
school choirs, Ysgol 
Gymraeg Cwm Garw 
and Ffaldau. 

I recently heard 
Ffaldau sing in the 
British Legion poppy 
day appeal concert and 
they were magnificent. 

The compere for the 
evening will be BBC 
newsreader and presen¬ 
ter of the Festival of 
Remembrance in the 
Royal Albert Hall last 
Saturday, Huw Edwards, 
whose mother came 
from Pontycymer. He is 
patron of Bridgend male 
choir. 

All proceeds from the 
concert will go to 
Cancer Research Wales, 
the choir’s adopted 
cause. Co-incidentally, 
Huw Edwards is also a 
patron. 

Tickets cost £5 and 
can be obtained from 
Blaengarw and 
Pontycymer post offices; 
Tabernacle chapel, or by 
telephoning Gareth on 
07773 1 70373. 

Singer 

contest 

THE Bridgend ‘Young 
Singer of the Year’ 
final competition, 
which has some of the 
most talented singers 
from Bridgend county 
borough, will take 
place on Saturday, 
January 29, at 7pm in 
Maesteg Town Hall. 

It is sponsored by 
Dunraven Windows and 
organised by the 
Maesteg Gleemen male 
voice choir. 

The junior section 
finalists are as follows: 


Lauren Coates 
(Bryntirion 

Comprehensive School). 
Connie Osgood Finney 
(Archbishop McGrath 
Catholic Secondary 
School). Rhydian 
Jenkins (Ysgol Gy fun 
Llangynwyd). Amy Leigh 
Thomas (Maesteg 
Comprehensive School). 

The senior section 
finalists are as follows: 
Sophie Howe (Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School). 
Lowri Izzard (Ysgol 
Gy fun Llanhari). Mari 
Izzard (Ysgol Gyfun 
Llanhari). Amelia Jones 
(Porthcawl 

Comprehensive School). 
Joe Wilt shire-Smith 
(Porthcawl 

Comprehensive School). 
Gemma Thomas 
(Brynteg Comprehensive 
school). Catherine 
Walters (Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School). 

The winner of each 
section will receive The 
Bryan Davies Trophy 
and a prize to the value 
of £500, made up as fol¬ 
lows - £100 personal 
cheque and a voucher 
for £400 to further music 
education within his/her 
school along with a per¬ 
sonal trophy. 

Runners-up in each 
category will receive a 
personal prize of £50 
and a voucher for £50 to 
further music education 
within his/her school 
along with a personal 
trophy. 

Festive 

lunches 

THE members of 
Aberkenfig Retired 
Persons Club enjoyed a 
couple of Christmas 
lunches before the big 
day. 

The first took place at 
the Greenacres Motel, 
Cornelly, and was free to 
all members. 

The club praised 
Alan, the driver of a spe¬ 
cially-converted bus sup¬ 
plied by the OTED com¬ 


pany, which called at the 
homes of members who 
are disabled, to ensure 
they were able to attend 
the function. 

The remainder of the 
members and friends 
journeyed in another 
coach. 

After the meal, enter¬ 
tainment was provided 
by vocalist Paul Christie. 
During the interval, 
members enjoyed games 
of bingo. Afterwards, 
Paul led community 
singing. 

The members also 
enjoyed a splendid 
Christmas dinner, pro¬ 
vided by the Front Line 
Bible church in 
Aberkenfig. 

Entertainment was 
provided and also com¬ 
munity singing. There 
was a big surprise when 
the choir of Tondu 
Primary School, accom¬ 
panied by headteacher 
Sue Pilsher and teachers, 
regaled the diners with 
Christmas carols. 

Mrs Joyce Haynes, 
chairlady of the club, 
thanked everyone, but 
specifically the Pastor 
John Kingdon and his 
wife Joy, for arranging 
the community event. 

Members of the 
Maesteg Gleemen male 
voice choir will be 
pleased to read about 
this, as they put on a 
concert in the church last 
September to help raise 
funds, so that dining 
facilities could remain 
open. 

The club meets at the 
Len Evans Centre, Heol 
Persondy every 
Wednesday afternoon 
between 2pm-4pm. 

New members are 
welcome. Information 
from Joyce/ Tom on 
01656 720823 or 01656 
720026. 

Carol concert 

THE carol concert at 
Tondu Wesley 
Methodist Church was 


a great success, starting 
with the congregation 
singing ‘The Holly and 
the Ivy’. 

This was followed by 
the church choir singing 
‘Two Thousand Years 
Ago’ and ‘Christians 
make a Joyful Sound’. 

The congregation 
joined in singing ‘O 
Little Town of 
Bethlehem’. 

Then the stars of the 
evening came on, name¬ 
ly the choir of Tondu 
Primary School, singing 
the carols ‘There isn’t 
any room’ and ‘Winds 
through the olive trees’. 

The church choir per¬ 
formed six more carols 
and then the magnificent 
school choir sang four. 
These youngsters are 
amazing in the way they 
remember the music and 
words, never making a 
noticeable mistake. 

Members of the 
church thanked the 
school choir, head¬ 
teacher Sue Pilsher and 
Miss Handley, the 
choir’s conductor, for so 
willingly giving up their 
free time in supporting 
the event; and also the 
parents who support 
their children and ferry 
them everywhere. 

Pupil’s prize 

TONDU Primary 
School headteacher 
Mrs Sue Pilsher, has 
congratulated Luka 
Wood, a pupil in year- 
1, who won the 
Newcastle Higher 
Community Council 
Christmas card compe¬ 
tition and was recently 
presented with his well- 
earned prize. 

The competition is 
open to all pupils at 
schools in the council’s 
area, and is very com¬ 
petitive. 

Copies of the winning 
card are published by the 
council and will be sent 
to the responsible adults 
of pupils at the school. 


Porthcawl RNLI 
and police search 
for missing man 

A MISSING man prompted a full-scale 
search at Newton, Porthcawl, on Monday, 
January 3, involving the RNLI lifeboat. 

Police also took park in the search on foot and 
a police helicopter also scoured the sand dunes. 

Spokesman Ian Stroud reported: “Porthcawl 
Lifeboat Rose of the Shires was launched at 
11.27am to search the area between Newton Point 
and the River Ogmore. 

“The search was hampered by poor visibility, 
due to snow showers in the area. Porthcawl 
Coastguards were joined by a unit from Port 
Talbot, who also assisted in a beach search. 

“It is understood that the male was located safe 
and well later.” 



Included in the picture are Miss Handley, choir conductor 
(in red coat) and Mrs Sue Pilsher, second from the right. 


Condolences 

I would like to offer my 
condolences to the fami¬ 
ly and friends of two 
popular members of Cor 
Meibion Cwm Garw 
(Garw Valley Male 
Choir) who passed away 
during Christmas week. 

They were Tom Jones 
from Pontycymer and 
John Gardener, origi¬ 
nally from Llangeinor, 
who lived in 
Bryncethin. 

They will be truly 
missed by fellow choris¬ 
ters. 

The choir welcomes 
visitors and new mem¬ 
bers on any rehearsal 
evening at Pontycymer 
Rugby Football Club in 
the upstairs concert 
room on Mondays and 
Wednesdays between 
7pm and 8.30pm. 



Aberkenfig and District Women’s 
Institute’s Christmas tree, with all 
decorations handcrafted by members. 


DOUBLE GLAZING 
REPAIRS 

(WOOD, UPVC, ALUMINIUM) 


* Broken Glass Replacement 

* Rgpdr/Reptoce Misted Gk » 

* Faulty/Broken Hinges* 
locks, Handles 

* Ratio Door Problems 

* Draughty/Leaking 
Windows, Doors* 
Conservatories 

* Catflaps, Letterboxes, 

New Door Rands 


+ Stained Glass Repairs and 


* Glass/mrnors of all types 
cut to size 

* uPVC New Windows/Doors 
Installed 

* Upgrades to Locks and 


* Fascia*, Guttering, Clading 

* Shop Fronts 


For a Free QuuHUum by a 
Reliable Competitive Company Senktag Cardiff, 

The Vale and South H dies Valley% 

Telephone: Decnnithr Gins on 02920 566694 1 07950027X26 
Demvhiinsk anl.rnm 
306 Western Avenue. I.Linda IT, Cardiff 






































Thursday, January 6th, 2011 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 11 


VALE MP’s VIEWPOINT 


'Banks must help meet 
deficit, but we mustn’t 
drive them out of UK’ 



■^iHi 


Vale MP 
Alun Cairns 

reports to 
GEM readers 


T his is a 

great oppor¬ 
tunity to 

wish GEM readers 
a happy and suc¬ 
cessful New Year. 

It is interesting to 
note that many predic¬ 
tions are made at this 
time of year about the 
12 months ahead; on 
the lighter side - from 
astrologists in daily 
newspapers to Old 
Moore’s Almanac and 
then to the more seri¬ 
ous, established econo¬ 
mists, business and 
political leaders. 


Focussing on the 
more serious predic¬ 
tions, it is obvious that 
2011 will be an 
extremely challenging 
year for the nation 
financially. 

We are still paying 
almost £120million per 
day in interest on the 
nation’s debt - and 
that is without reduc¬ 
ing the country’s bor¬ 
rowing in any way! 

This is an astronom¬ 
ical level and this year 
we will pay more in 
interest on the debt 
than we will spend on 
the UK’s education 
system.. 





All the Great Brands 

I Candy * Quinny, Stokke * Mamas & Papas 
Silver Cross * Bebecar * Bugaboo 
Phil & Ted * Out and About 

Hadfield Road, Cardiff 02920 229070 

(between Leckwith Roundabout and Penarth Road) 

Also of Lakeside, Swansea 01792 774400 


Failing to take the 
necessary actions and 
not cutting back would 
only make matters 
worse. 

At the very least, it 
would mean even 
deeper cut-backs in 
the future - or even 
worse, the downgrad¬ 
ing of the country’s 
credit rating, which 
would make it more 
difficult for the nation 
to finance its needs. 

HIGHER 

CHARGES 

This would lead to 
even higher charges on 
our debts and ulti¬ 
mately could lead to a 
government failing to 
pay its dues. 

We’ve seen this 
partly in Ireland and 
Greece and are told 
that Spain and 
Portugal could follow 
suit. 

The cut-backs they 
have experienced will 
be much harsher than 
ours. 

There is a tendency 
to blame the banks. 
Certainly, they need to 
accept their responsi¬ 
bility. 

However, I think 
that the last govern¬ 
ment, who were 
responsible for regu¬ 
lating the banks, need 
to accept their role in 
allowing the nation to 
be exposed in such a 
way. 

REPAYING 
THE DEBT 

Therefore, banks do 
need to help repay the 
debt through addition¬ 
al levies. 

It is also fair to 
note that simply taxing 
them to a level where 
they would be uncom¬ 
petitive or to drive 
some of the best busi¬ 
ness brains to 
Switzerland, would not 
be in the nation’s 
interest. 

For those reasons, I 
am absolutely certain 
that as so many predict 
a tough year ahead, we 
all have our part to 
play, including 
bankers. 



HABERDASHERS’ MONMOUTH SCHOOLS Preparing young people for life’s journey 

Set in the heart of the beautiful Wye Valley, the Schools offer the best of both worlds: the advantages of single sex 
education with a co-ordinated sixth form timetable, offering 30 AS/A Level subjects. A mixture of boarding and day, 
there is a full diary of after-school and weekend activities. Boarding fees at around £7,000 per term are amongst the 
best-value in the country. 

Entrance to the Schools is selective from 7 but great care is taken to look for potential not just test performance. The 
Admissions Secretaries are happy to send sample 11+ papers and to guide each family through the entrance proce¬ 
dure. For more information on assessments or to arrange a visit, please go to www.habs-monmouth.org/admissions 
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BANK STAFF STEP BACK IN TIME FOR 
THEIR 175TH BIRTHDAY IN BRIDGEND 





Photos by MANDY THOMAS 
(Available for purchase, 
telephone 07974 518347) 
These and other pictures of the 
event can be viewed on 
www. mandythomasphotography. co. uk 


WITH Bridgend 
branch staff decked 
out in period cos¬ 
tumes, former chief 
cashier Colin Evans 
got the Natwest 
175th anniversary 
celebrations under 
way at Adare Street 
by cutting a giant 
cake in the shape of 
a cheque. 

Colin, who has always 
lived in the town, worked 
at NatWest from 1970 
until 1994. 

Throughout the week, 
staff accepted donations 
for the Welsh Air 
Ambulance. A raffle was 
held to boost the funds, 
with prizes including a 
Victorian hamper donat¬ 
ed by Abbey and Stuart 
Vaughan of Home and 
Colonial, Porthcawl. The 
team raised £200 during 
the week. 

NatWest’s Bridgend 
branch opened in 1835 as 
the National Provincial 
Bank of England, which 


had around 20 branches 
across the UK at the 
time. 

In 1918, it merged 
with Union of London & 
Smith’s Bank to form 
one of the emerging ‘big 
five’ High Street banks. 

From 1924, the bank 
became known as 
National Provincial 
Bank. A merger with 
Westminster Bank fol¬ 
lowed in 1970, after 
which the branch began 
to trade under the name 
National Westminster 
Bank, more commonly 
known as NatWest. 

Branch manager Paula 
Evans said: “As a bank 
we are always looking 
forward, making sure 
that we move with the 
times in terms of what 
our customers want from 
us. That said, I think it’s 
also very important to 
mark these milestones 
that remind us just how 
long we’ve been provid¬ 
ing a service to our local 
community. 

“We are fortunate to 


have some wonderfully 
supportive customers 
who bank with us in 
Bridgend and we’re 
delighted that so many of 
them popped in to the 
branch to help us cele¬ 
brate our 175th birth¬ 
day.” 


Bridgend charity group starts its 
work on giant mosaic at gardens 


A BRIDGEND charity is 
taking part in a project 
to create a giant mosaic 
which will he displayed 
at the National 
Botanical Gardens of 
Wales. 

The artist who is co-ordi¬ 
nating the project, Pod Clare, 
came to Bridgend and spent 
the day at the offices of Scope 
- and said later that 
Bridgend had given it a flying 
start. 

The plan is to visit groups 
throughout Wales, with each 
contributing to the giant final 
mosaic. 

Pod told The GEM: “It 
was brilliant this morning, 
what a great crowd of people, 
and they did work of such a 
good standard. It got the 
project off to a great start!” 


Festive tea for 
the elderly 

SOROPTIMIST International 
Bridgend Club’s bi-monthly Contact 
the Elderly tea parties, held in mem¬ 
bers’ homes, have proved to be very 
popular. 

Joyce Chatterton was the organiser, along 
with two of the guests at the recent Christmas 
tea party. 

The Bridgend Club has recently been 
involved in filling shoeboxes with gifts for 
children to be delivered through Samaritan’s 
Purse; and with all 23 clubs in south Wales in 
raising funds to help eradicate Lassa Fever in 
Sierra Leone. 

Anyone interested in learning more should 
telephone 01656 654418. 


Sunday special from 
local youth theatre 


BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council’s Bridgend 
Youth Theatre and 
Dance are return¬ 
ing to Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl 
with two Christmas 
performances on 
Sunday, January 9. 

At 2pm, the junior 
members 
perform‘Festive 
Favourites,’ a celebra¬ 
tion of song and dance 
from some of the best 
loved Christmas stories 
ever, including songs 
from ‘Muppet’s 
Christmas Carol’, 
‘Scrooge’, ‘Elf’, ‘Santa 
Claus is Coming to 


v 


> 


Town’ and a dance 
based on ‘The Snow 
Queen’. 

At 7.30pm, ‘The 
Christmas Casting’ fea¬ 
tures senior members 
and 11-14 year groups. 
The talented young per¬ 
formers will take on the 
role of wannabe stars 
desperate to impress a 
judge’s panel. 

With a creative dance 
performance of 
‘Celestial - The Cold 
Earth Slept Below,’ and 
songs ranging from 


LEFT: Tash Bryant 
and Joe Wiltshire 
Smith. 


ABOVE: James 
Gillard and Senior 
members. 

‘Chicago’ to Cheryl 
Cole numbers, this per¬ 
formance is sure to have 
something for everyone. 

Organised by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s Arts 
and Community 
Development, tickets 
are available from the 
Grand Pavilion box 
office on 01656 815995 
or by booking online at 
www.grandpavilion.co.u 
k 
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VAT 

* 


| BUNKS & SINGLES - ALL IN STOCK 

Lincoln 
Bunk Set 

Was £537 

now £386 

| Price includes Mattress 


Barcelona 
Bunk Set 

Was £637 

now £469 

Price includes Mattress 


3' Jazz 2 Drawer 
Divan 

Was £299 

now £199 

Electrically Adjustable 

Beds 

From only 

£495 

1 - 



.. MORE SUPERB BED BARGAINS! 

Double 

Solid Oak 

'Riviera' 

Bedstead 

Was £799 

NOW £269 

3 

'js&Sg&i 

( 3 A Size) 4' Myers 

Two drawer 
divan 

Was £449 ' - 

now £299 | 

QUALITY CHILDRENS' 

'RAINBOW' 

MATTRESSES 

£83.85 


FABULOUS CLEARANCE OFFERS 


Clearance 
'Jali' 

Indian 
Furniture 
Prices from only £49 


'om nnlv £49 


Conservatory 
Suites 

From only 

£599 



Clearance 
'Kerala' 
Indian 
Furniture 
Prices from 
only £99 


□ 




HUGE STOCKS OF 
CLEARANCE OAK 


| HURRY - LIMITED STOCKS AVAILABLE 

Fireside Chairs 

From only 

£199 r r 1 

Dundee 

now £199 ' 

Ext Table 1 AJt 1 

Was C £3t 

now £249 

Coxmoor Solid Oak 

now £269 


SUPERB DOUBLE DIVAN OFFERS | 

4' 6" 

Healthcare 
Supreme Divan F 

Was £349 

now £249 


4' 6" 

Memory Foam 

Cool Comfort 

2 drawer divan 

Was £459 

now £299 

> a 

r . 

Silentnight 4'6" 

Lavender 

2 drawer divan 

Was £649 

now £379 

i ** 

Rest Assured 
4' 6" 

Pocket Sprung 

4 drawer divan 

Was £699 

now £399 


-1 


... MORE SINGLES - ALL IN STOCK | 

Pink Bed * 

c/w - I 

Mattress i 

Was £229 1 1 

now £169 W 

Football Bed 

Mattress ^ 

Was £229 

now £169 

Solid Harwood frTTl 

Guest Bed P m _ 

complete 

Was£749 V 

now £499 

Visitor 
Guest Bed 

Was £499 

now £335 



QUALITY SOLID OAK OFFERS | 

Milano Coffee Table Milano Lamp Table 

Was £299 NOW £174 Was £199 NOW £114 

Milano tmm 
Corner 

TV Unit 

Was £599 

now £375 


Milano Nest 
of Tables 

[ Was £295 

now£168 

Milano SideBoard 

Was £999 

NOW 

£595 

Milano 

Wide 

TV Unit 

Was £599 

NOW £299 

t 


FREE DELIVERY AND ASSEMBLY 



RAUCH 

1.36m wide (4' 6") 

3 door/3 drawer Robe 
Was £459 

now £349 


RAUCH 

2m wide (6' 7") 

Vezalay all mirror 
sliding door Wardrobe 
Was£849 

now £499 


RAUCH 

1.8m wide 

( 6'1 

4 door 
Robe 

Was £499 

now £369 



RAUCH 1 

2.25m wide 
(7'5") 

5 door 
Robe 

Was £599 ^ 

now £399 


RAUCH 

2.5m wide (8' 3") 

Imperial centre mirror 
sliding door wardrobe 
Was£699 

now £499 



Py^j X J j'jJ Qj ^ T ° Wn & 5 - 7 ” Brackla S 

j^u y rjyj rj;j y Country 


nto our showroom @ ah ecfi 
rackla Street Centre ~ l ”' , ° 

jend CF31 1BZ 653147 

townandcountryfurniture.co.uk 
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Council battles 
with its black 
bag backlog... 


MOUNDS of black 
bags have been left 
around Bridgend 
borough over the 
holiday period fol¬ 
lowing the cancella¬ 
tion of refuse and 
recycling collections 
in Christmas week 
as a result of the 
snow and ice. 

Although the weather 
improved last week, col¬ 
lections were only made 
in those areas already 
due to be visited by 
refuse and recycling lor¬ 
ries. 

Other areas, which 
should have been collect¬ 
ed the week before, were 
left to wait until this 
week and Caerau and 
Nantyffyllon were two 
areas affected. 

Coun Steve Smith, 
who represents the 
Caerau-Nantyffyllon 
ward, said that people 
now have a month of rub¬ 
bish accumulated outside 
their homes. 

He said: “There are 
mountains of black bags 
lying about in communal 
areas where people put 
their bags out. 

“There is rubbish 
spilling out onto the 
roads and pavements 
because the bags have 
been ripped open by ani¬ 
mals. The place is look¬ 
ing terrible.” 


I by JAYNE I 
ISAAC 

Coun Smith said he 
understood why the 
council had cancelled the 
collections before 
Christmas, but he 
thought that extra collec¬ 
tions would have been 
laid on to pick up the 
backlog of rubbish lying 
about the streets. 

However, a council 
spokesman said that peo¬ 
ple were told when the 
collections were can¬ 
celled that they should 
put their rubbish out on 
their next normal collec¬ 
tion day. 

He said that there was 
no spare capacity in the 
system to lay on staff or 
lorries to do extra rounds, 
and employees had been 
fully committed to col¬ 
lecting rubbish on their 
normal rounds. 

The statement went 
on: “Recycling and 

refuse collections had to 
be temporarily postponed 
because of a number of 
dangers which included 
trying to safely manoeu¬ 
vre collection vehicles, 
that can weigh up to 20 
tonnes, in icy conditions, 
often on steep slopes or 
in narrow streets where 
available space had been 
restricted by parked cars 
and accumulated snow. 

“Collectors also had to 


lift containers while 
negotiating icy roads and 
footpaths.” 

The spokesman said 
that the council was 
doing everything it could 
to clear the backlog of 
both recycling and 
refuse. 

“Now that conditions 
have improved, collec¬ 
tions have resumed as 
normal and we are advis¬ 
ing local people to store 
their recycling and black 
bag waste until their next 
regular collection date.” 

The council and its 
waste operator May 
Gurney have thanked 
residents for their on¬ 
going co-operation and 
patience as the backlog is 
cleared. 

GEM NOTE: 

Christmas wrapping 
paper should not be 
included in the recycling 
collection but put into 
black bags. 

A council spokesman 
said that the dyes in the 
paper caused problems 
and often there was 
sticky tape, cards and 
ribbons wrapped up 
within the paper. 

However, he said that 
by next Christmas, the 
council hoped to have 
solved the problems, and 
people would be able to 
place it with the rest of 
their paper to be recy¬ 
cled. 


BCBC to charge 
for citizenship 
ceremony costs 


PEOPLE who become 
British citizens while 
living in Bridgend can 
request an individual 
citizenship ceremony. 

Bridgend’s cabinet 
has agreed to make 
these ceremonies avail¬ 
able at a cost of £75 per 
person. 

At the moment, the 
council stages group 
ceremonies for appli¬ 
cants, and these take 
place about every eight 
to 10 weeks in the coun¬ 
cil chamber. 

The Superintendent 
Registrar conducts the 
ceremonies, following 
which the new citizens 
receive their certificates 
of British citizenship. 

The cost of these cer¬ 
emonies is met by the 
Home Office, which 
pays a fee from the 
charge imposed on the 
prospective citizen when 
they apply. 

But the council is 
being increasingly 
asked to provide individ¬ 
ual ceremonies for peo¬ 
ple who want their cer¬ 
tificates before the date 
of the next group cere¬ 
mony, or who wish to 


Read your GEM 
online - visit 
bridgend- 
today.co.uk 
or porthcawl- 
today.co.uk 


have a private ceremo¬ 
ny. 

These have been 
arranged at no extra 
charge, but as these cer¬ 
emonies have taken 
place in the marriage 
room, this could result 
in a loss of revenue to 
the council. 

The cabinet has 
agreed that from now 
on, all prospective citi¬ 
zens will be offered the 
option to have an indi¬ 
vidual ceremony at a 
cost of £75. The council 
is able to make a 
charge, provided it does 
not make a profit from 
the process. 


REGENERATION 
IN PORTHCAWL: 

BCBC replies to The GEM 

THE GEM has although a member of the or not the three members 
received a reply P ress was allowed to of the public could 
frnm RririopnH rema in. remain was discussed 

r "TUigena The QEM agked fa( ^ with forum mem bers, 

Uounty Borough th e press could remain who consist of represen- 
Council (BCBC) fol- when the public were tatives of community 
lowing queries we excluded as usually, the groups, 
submitted about the P ress has no Special priv- They decided to refuse 

Porthcawl ile § es - when a council permission because the 
R . . decides to go ‘into com- meeting had not been 

Regeneration m jpee’, everyone who is advertised as being pub- 
Forum. not a councillor or officer lie and it would not be 

There was a row at the has to leave, including fair to others who might 
last forum meeting in the press. also have wished to 

December when three In a statement, the attend, 
members of the public, council says that the The council is now to 
including Porthcawl terms of reference for the meet the individuals who 
town councillor Sean forum state that meetings turned up, who include 
Aspey, turned up. are not open to the pub- Graham Walter and John 

After a vote, the meet- lie, although the media is Howley of a Facebook 
ing decided to exclude able to attend. group called the 

them from proceedings, The issue of whether Porthcawl Regeneration 

Open Discussion group, 


Committee warns about 
children’s budget cuts 

OFFICERS in the reducing the chances of a greater than that involved 
Children’s Directorate child being taken into in helping them stay 
in Bridgend County care. This budget pro- together. 

Borough Council vides emergency finan- Their comments were 
(BCBC) have been cial support to families in due to be discussed yes- 
warned against reduc- a h ', d t0 kee P them 'f ,r/av (Wednesday) at 
ing money in a budget ,0 « d ' her - . . . . •■ meeting of the com- 

,f. A 4.. _if: i The panel has queried mittee. 

des g ed to eep c - ^ sus t a j na bi 1 ity of this At the moment, all the 

th m 8 ^ • -V P r °P° sal in the face of Proposals in the draft 
rather than going into i ncre asing pressures, budget are being scruti- 
care - with rising numbers of nised by committees and 

The budget research looked-after children. will then go back to cab- 
and evaluation panel of The panel felt that any inet with suggested alter- 
the Children and Young money saved here would ations. 

People’s scrutiny com- be counter-productive, if The final budget will 
mittee has come out it led to more children then be reported to the 
against a proposal in the going into care because full council for approval 
council’s draft budget to of a family break-down, in time for the newfinan- 
cut £35,000 for this work The cost of taking cial year starting in April 
- which is aimed at children into care is far 2011. 


which is campaigning for 
more openness in the 
regeneration process. 

They will discuss the 
concerns felt by these 
individuals to see if they 
should be invited to join 
the forum as community 
representatives. 

The statement added 
that no notification of 
forum meetings are sent 
to the press, although 
journalists can attend if 
they wish. 

BCBC has said it will 
provide such details if 
requested, but forum 
members can also invite 
the press to attend, which 
has already happened. 

The GEM has now 
lodged a formal request 
to receive notification of 
all forum meetings in 
future. Jayne Isaac 




George 


Street 


www.georfestreet.co xk 

Furnishers 
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urniture • Carpets 
NEWPORT 01633 214241 
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• Beds • Bathrooms 
CARDIFF 02920 49 27 27 
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KiddieWinkles (and adults!) 
dress up for nativity concert 


Advice THE welfare group Tax help for Older People 
OTl tClX (TOP) will h°ld a free income tax advice surgery at the 
■P 1*1 °ffi ces °f Age Concern, Holton Road, Barry, on Monday, 

JOr ULUer j anuar y 3 i p or details of times, please contact Age 
people Concern, Barry. 



THE staff at KiddieWinkles’ were all encouraged to dress as 
angels for the nativity concert recently. 

Pictured (above left to right) are Alison, Sharon, Hollie, 
Abbie, Jayne, Karen, Andrea and Tracy. 



ABOVE: Nativity time for the tittle ones! 



Llanblethian - Cowbridge 
Telephone: 01446 772995 


Free Meal Offer 

| Buy One - Get One FREE 

(not available for any other offers) 


A Freehouse with real ales, cosy 
log fires and real food prepared 
by award winning chefs 

We are easy to find - just travel to the west 
end of Cowbridge High Street and take the 
B4270 Llantwit Major road and we are 400 
metres on the left. 


Val Slater 

Wedding Fayres 


Sunday, 9th January 

'Motel Jk Sf 

Ok# ' 

Havannah Street, 

Cardiff Bay, CF10 5SD 
Doors Open 11.30am to 4.00pm 
ADMISSION FREE 


worth travelkog fort 


Don’t Miss our Future 
Fabulous Fayres! 

SUNDAY 16th JANUARY 2011 
VILLAGE CARDIFF (M4/J32) 

SUNDAY 30th JANUARY 2011 
VILLAGE SWANSEA (M4/J42) 

SUNDAY 6th FEBRUARY 2011 
MARRIOTT ST PIERRE (M48/J2) 

SUNDAY 20th FEBRUARY 2011 

A VAL SLATER ASSOCIATE EVENT 

BRYN MEADOWS GOLF, HOTEL & SPA 

SUNDAY 27th FEBRUARY 2011 
THE VALE RESORT (M4/J34) 

SUNDAY 6th MARCH 2011 A VAL SLATER ASSOCIATE EVENT 

NATIONAL WATERFRONT MUSEUM (M4/J42) 

SUNDAY 13th MARCH 2011 A VAL SLATER ASSOCIATE EVENT 

THE BARN AT BRYNICH, (A470/A40) 

SUNDAY 20th MARCH 2011 A VAL SLATER ASSOCIATE EVENT 

ST FAGANS NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM (M4/J33) 


W.V.VVAI Si At I Wt XtlimtlONS.C O.l IK 




•Sp^CnrK PROBABLY WALES’ lARGEsf\\>ft/s 

^ Jv/I ■ J runtcThMAC rr/ior \ 



I 'fc ^ cfmTifT*cTriihuA r Outlet 


CHRISTMAS STORE 


UP TO 


% 


OFF XMAS SAL R 


HURRY DON’T MISS OUT! 

Seasons would like to wish all our customers 
a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 


Opening 

Times 

Monday to Saturday 
10.00 am - 5.00pm 

Sunday 

10.00am - 4.00pm 



Ho» to r*td Us 

tut junction J6 W t. ukt 
AltHii to Bnrncetfsfl left fcM 

jt litfitv thm first left 44 
noundibnut. lint off Aneunn ^ 
Bn .in Avr, tohew t$nt tor Veasons 
Outs 1 minutes from Oi/!lrt 

Vi4.it/’ iMrArthur f.kn & Vint Viyices 

Seasons Unit 9/10, Parc-y-bont 
Hrvntnrrvn Intiuv1ri.fi FvUtr 
OridgtftKl Cf 32 9S2 

Tel: 01656 723399 




www.be 


asonsChristmasOutlet.co.uk 
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The y ore back’ 

Short Courses 

-—*saaas 


°' a ° *°" «• W««.lvo« wTw”"”" 

Apply now! 

Go to www.bafiy.ac.uk and download a copy ot the 
short course brochure and application form. 


to www.Darry.oc.upv unu uvnmvuv — — 

short course brochure and application form. 

01 COm * O,ofl 9 to ow 1 

- ^ co a r 9 7cS:„^ 0pm 

_ i 

— , . , lisnv qualifications 
m orotesstonat >" dos 7 e q ho ve W 
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PC of Mind 

PCofMIND offers a wide range of 
computer services for domestic and busi¬ 
ness clients. For new computers, laptops, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, internet 
problems, come and see us. We can help. 

We always strive to provide the best possible customer 
service, with good, understandable advice. Home or office 
visits are available, usually within a day of your call. 

If you buy a new PC or laptop, data transfer, dehvery 
and set up in your home or office is included in the price. 

So whatever you need for your computer, try: 

PCofMind, Llantwit Major 01446 796171 
or Pencoed 01656 860773. 


New Systems from £485 
Laptops from £399 

New computer prices include data transfer 
Delivery & Set-up in your own home 
Repairs, upgrades, 
whatever you need for your PC 
Used PCs ana laptops also available 

01446 796171 
01656 860773 www.pcofmind.biz 


i 


Education & Training 


Make a positive start 
in 2011 with help 
from Careers Wales 


I T is essential 
that education 
enables young 
people to secure the 
greatest possible 
success and fulfil¬ 
ment in academic 
and other areas. 

Kings Monkton 
School has had a strong 
track record in this 
respect since its founda¬ 
tion more than 140 years 
ago. 

At Kings Monkton we 
believe that such success 
can best be achieved 
when young people are 
given the opportunity to 
play to their strengths, 
rather than being forced 
into a mould. We want 
our pupils to be happy, 
because happiness 
breeds success - school 
should be enjoyable, as 
well as challenging! 

A happy, caring and 
supportive atmosphere 
pervades the school 
where we endeavour to 
know each pupil well. It 
is imperative that parents 
and staff can work 
together to encourage 
and nurture children at 
every stage of their edu¬ 
cation, while also laying 
firm foundations for 
independence in later 
life. 

We also teach the 
importance of participat¬ 
ing fully in the commu¬ 
nity. This begins with 
the school community 
itself where we believe 
in inclusivity - not 
exclusivity. 

Our city centre loca¬ 
tion gives us a unique 
opportunity to take 
advantage of the many 
experiences the city of 
Cardiff provides for 
enrichment in our 
national culture and her¬ 
itage. 

At the same time, our 
involvement with CfBT 
Education Trust enables 
us to incorporate a very 
special, global perspec¬ 
tive into our curriculum. 


I T’S that time of 
year again when 
many of us 
decide to take a 
fresh look at life 
and make some res¬ 
olutions about the 
future. 

If your resolution is 
about improving your 
career prospects, don’t 
forget about the free 
advice you can get from 
Careers Wales. 

You may be thinking 
about gaining new skills 
to land the job you want 
or be better in the one 
you have. Look no fur¬ 
ther. Careers Wales has 
free information about 
Kings Monkton offers careers, courses and 
a number of scholarships training, whatever your 
each year, worth up to 
50 per cent of school 
fees in the following cat¬ 
egories: Academic; art; 


Kings Monkton 
is ‘happy, caring 
and supportive’ 


music and sport 

These are available at 
7+, 11+, 13+and 16+ 
for entry in September. 

For further informa¬ 
tion on scholarships or 
to arrange an informal 
visit, please contact the 
school office. 


age. 

Thinking about your 
career can be a daunting 
prospect, especially in 
this difficult economic 
climate - but whether 
you’re in a job, facing 
redundancy or unem¬ 
ployed, careful planning 
can help you make the 
most of opportunities 
that are available. 

When Marion 


Dellimore was made 
redundant in 2006, as a 
result of the closure of 
the Dan Evans depart¬ 
ment store in Barry, she 
decided to call at the 
Careers Centre in the 
town to discuss alterna¬ 
tives. 

“I’d been working for 
nearly 20 years as a 
sales assistant,” Marion 
explained, “and although 
I wasn’t really sure what 
options were open to 
me, I knew I had to 
update my s ki lls.” 

Following a discus¬ 
sion with careers advis¬ 
er, Barbara Price, she 
decided a good starting 
point would be to 
improve her computer 
skills. Barbara referred 
Marion to local training 
provider The People 
Business-Wales Ltd 
where she gained quali¬ 
fications in information 
technology and key 
skills. 

At the same time, 
Marion started working 


training there. 

Marion did so well 
that she was offered 
work as a tutor with The 
People Business-Wales 
Ltd. After obtaining fur¬ 
ther qualifications and 
experience in 2009, she 
was appointed place¬ 
ments and progressions 
officer. 

Marion said: “Visiting 
the Careers Centre start¬ 
ed me on a completely 
new career path which I 
really enjoy. I now inter¬ 
view adults and young 
people and help them 
find suitable work place¬ 
ments which I find very 
rewarding work.” 

For more information 
about how Careers 
Wales can help you, call 
our Learning and 
Careers Advice helpline 
0800 100 900 (if calling 
from a mobile please 
ring 029 2090 6801- 
standard mobile rates 
apply) or email 
lea @ careerswales. com 

Advisers can also out 


on a voluntary basis with you in touch with your 
some of the young peo- local careers centre if 
pie who were also you wish to make an 

undertaking vocational appointment. 


Kings Monkton School 

Coeducational Independent Education, from 2 to 18 years 




At Kings Monkton, we strive to provide a happy, oaring and 
supportive environment in which ail pupils are encouraged to 
achieve to the best of their ability. Nick Dorey, Principal 

r .. vw? appreciate the .n^bance Kings Monkton ScboO has had 
or? cur son & development. The influence of hvs teachers and 
otfyers in the sefyoot as ctwous and tie teaues as a ecofkfortf, 
hard working young rr&o with a great aopottio for Ma. Once 
again, thank you for aft your suppon Parent of former pupil. 


See more 
training and 
education 
opportunities 
on page 18. 



Tel: 029 2048 2854 
www.kingsmonMon.org.uk 
6 West Grove, Cardiff, CF24 3XL 
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Develop your skflts 
whatever your age! 
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Seal courses will meet 
business training needs 


I N these tough economic 
times, businesses need to 
utilise all their strengths to 
stay competitive and the 
greatest asset any company 
has is the workforce. 

Effective staff training leads to 
greater productivity and shared com¬ 
pany aims across the whole business 
and one south Wales-based training 
company is leading the way. 


Seal Enterprises has a long history 
of providing training programmes to 
the public, private and voluntary sec¬ 
tors with outstanding results. 

Currently, Seal Enterprises is deliv¬ 
ering accredited training via WEFO’s 
‘Engagement Gateway Scheme’ and 
now your business can benefit from 
its expertise, too, with courses 
designed to suit your needs. 

For more information, contact us 
on 01633 667833. 


AC«T*choo< 


Yes! Get That Job and Start Your Career 

The Best Training Coures Available... Absolutely FREE 

A recession or redundancy is the perfect time to retrain 
and start the career you always dreamed off. Learning a 
new skill could help open doors to your new career. 

„/” We have worked closely with our partners at the job 
centres and recruitment agencies to provide a range of 
courses that match the jobs currently available in and 
around the Vale and Cardiff. 

y Add value to your CV and stand out from the crowd 
with our leading I day courses that produce results. 

Acquire the key skills that the majority of employers are 
looking for ana apply for jobs with confidence by gaining 
the industry certificates that are required for that partic¬ 
ular job. 

X After training we help you by working alongside leading 
recruitment agencies, to ensure that your new skills sets 
are put forward for current available jobs. 

The I day courses below are absolutely FREE for individuals who are unemployed and are 
living in Cardiff and Vale of Glamorgan (You will NOT lose your benefits taking these courses) 



Personal Development 
0 Business & Email writing 
9 Time management 

• Communication Skills 

* Presentation Skills 

• Professional Speaking 

* Negotiation Skills 

9 Self Esteem & Confidence 
9 Project Management 


Health & Safety Courses 
CIEH Accredited 
•Health & Safety at work 

• RiskAssessment 

• Manual handling 
e Food Hygiene 

• First Aid 


Microsoft PC Base courses 
intro or intermediate 
9 Word 

• Excel 

9 Access/project 

• Power Point 

9 Outlook/email 0 _ 


These sought after courses are hed in prestigious locations, you’ll be trained by 
experienced tutors that are fully certified, some of these courses would normally 
cost up to £350, however they are subsidised and are absolutely FREE to help 
unemployed people get back to work. 

Hurry Act Now, there’s only a limited number of spaces available 
Don’t sit around hoping for work to come to you 
Get the skills you need to get that dream job 

For more information contact us today on... 01633 667833 

Ref code: El-09 S03l| 



Web: www.sealenferprises.co.uk 
Email: info@ sealenterprises.co.uk 


Tel: 0330 333 9230 

(Local charge rate for mobiles & landlines) 

Tel: 01633 - 667833 
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Dance away the flab. 


C OME and 
dance away 
the flab at 
local belly dancing 

classes! 

Jan Price explained: 
“Belly dancing has taken 
the UK by storm and 
I’ve been running class¬ 
es for five years. 

“Tribal, veil dancing 
and belly dance - a gen¬ 
tle exercise that anyone 
can do at any age and 
any size; in fact, a belly 
is good! 

“In my class, there are 
girls from nine years old 
to ladies of 75... we 
dress up and have fun. 

“The first class will 
be in Llantwit Major 
Rugby Club on 


Thursday, January 20 
from 7pm until 8pm. 
The fee is £4 for the 
hour. 

“Wear what you like, 
but flat comfortable 
shoes are good. 


‘We start off with a 
warm-up and nothing 
too strenuous. It is all 
gentle exercise, but it 
makes a difference... and 
best of all, it builds self¬ 
esteem and confidence.” 



Rugby Club 
Boverton Road ^ 
Llantwit Major 

THURSDAYS WEEKLY 
7 to 8pm - All Ages 
Starting 20th January 

Fitness can be fun! 


Redundancy need 
not ruin your career 


as a medical secretary in right skills,” she said. 


Cardiff. “Deciding to 
learn with Pitman 
Training was such a 
good decision. I feel like in Cardiff, please call 
I can really progress 02920 342020 or visit 
now, because I have the 


For information on 
the range of courses on 
offer at Pitman Training 


www. pitmancardiff. com. 



Want to be a top 
Legal Secretary? 

You could earn up to £22k 


nt plans available 



B EING made 
redundant is 
never pleasant, 
but after more than 
15 years with the 
same company, 
redundancy was par¬ 
ticularly hard for 
Jane. 

As for many people, 

Jane’s redundancy was¬ 
n’t a surprise but, never¬ 
theless it was a major 
knock to her confidence. 

Careers Wales gave 
Jane a grant towards re¬ 
training to help her 
move forward in her 
career. 

She explained: “I was 
keen to get back into 
employment as soon as 
possible, and so my 
training needed to fit in 
with work commitments 
and my personal life. 

“When I went into 
Pitman Training, I 
immediately knew it was 
the right place for me.” 

Pitman Training in 
Cardiff is run by Leanne 
Waring. 

“Our method of learn¬ 
ing is completely flexi¬ 
ble and we aim to create 
a relaxed and non-threat¬ 
ening training environ¬ 
ment,” explained 
Leanne. 

Jane is now working 

Facing computer stress? 

Then Chris can fix it! 

C OMPUTER concerns? Why not take the stress out of 
learning how to operate some of your new computer 
equipment, cameras or software? 

With hundreds of satisfied customers, Chris at Backup Computers is able to 
train, fix and configure 
your worries away, 
always with your 
requirements in mind. 

Visits arranged at your 
home or office in the 
Vale: You can be sure of 
a first class Microsoft- 
certified professional 
service, carried out in a 
friendly manner. 

Whether you need to 
learn how to use a cam¬ 
era or a spreadsheet, put 
your feet up and relax! 

Backup can help. Call 
today on 01446 793090. 


• Get all th* sb IK you n*ed 
♦ Floxibi* training; and 
A 

Cal ua rv:M on 

029 2034 


f Want to get 

/ A back to work? 

Al our cojnn can load tie 
.A • mnrdrtg md Mil-sad carnr 

- 1 l+pal/Mtdlcai Secretary, 

\ Finance Assistant. IT, Eicc PA, 

\ Marketing. HD, Boot-toap*. 


029 2034 2020 


www.backupcomputers.co.uk 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 

Est 2002 


TRAINING 
NETWORKING 
INTERNET & EMAIL SETUP 
WIRELESS SETUP 
VIRUS REMOVAL 
PC REPAIRS & SETUP 
FRIENDLY ADVICE 
ON SITE CALL OUT 

BACKUP COMPUTERS 

Call Chris on: 01446 793090 




PETER WEIR’S FIRST FILM SINCE 2003 IS 
NOT QUITE WORTH THE WAIT AS... 


The Way Back makes 
for a mundane journey 


T here are 
directors who 
barely pause 
for breath between 
projects, moving 
from one film to 
another as if their 
lives depended on 
it; however, there 
are others who, for 
a myriad of rea¬ 
sons, are far more 
selective when it 
comes to their 
films. 

Terrence Malick is 
perhaps the most notable 
of these, averaging a 
film every seven years, 
yet Peter Weir isn’t that 
far behind him, the 
Australian director hav¬ 
ing shied away from the 
big screen since 2003’s 
Master and Commander. 

However, Weir makes 
his return with The Way 
Back, set in a Siberian 
gulag in 1940. It stars 
Jim Sturgess as Janusz, a 
Polish soldier who finds 
himself ensconced in the 
gulag and sentenced to 
hard labour. 

Deciding he wants to 
escape, he teams up with 
several other men 
(among them Colin 
Farrell and Ed Harris) in 
order to do so; but hav¬ 
ing escaped the gulag, 
the men find that they 
might not be able to 
escape the elements as 
they begin the long and 
arduous trek to India, 
and hopeful salvation... 

Peter Weir’s seeming 
allergy to regular film- 
making means that when 
he does take on a project 
the feeling is that it is 
going to be something 
special; after all, films 


such as The Truman 
Show, Gallipoli and 
Picnic at Hanging Rock 
are easily classics in 
their own right. 

So the fact that Weir 
agreed to take charge of 
this hugely inspiring 
story (the origins of 
which have been ques¬ 
tioned since the film’s 
release) obviously meant 
that The Way Back 
would be a film that 
would live in the exalted 
company of the above 
mentioned films... 
except it doesn’t. 

Instead, the end prod¬ 
uct has the class and 
skill you would expect 
from a director of Weir’s 
calibre, yet the story 
itself, no matter how 
impressive, comes 
across as quite dull and 
formulaic, spoiling what 
could have been a really 
good film. 

The fault certainly 
doesn’t lie with Weir in 
visual terms, the director 
always having a wonder¬ 
ful eye and here, given 
long landscapes and vis¬ 
tas to work with, he cre¬ 
ates a film that is visual¬ 
ly gorgeous. 

Given that the film 
was produced in part by 
National Geographic, 
you can see where the 
inspiration comes from, 
the film resembling at 
times one you would 
find on their channel, 
with Weir’s direction 
lending them a hugely 
cinematic feel. 

The Siberian waste¬ 
lands and the Gobi 
desert are framed with 
such elegance that Weir 
more than holds up his 
end of the bargain, the 
film looking stunning - 


Researcher 
lands top post 



Ann Taylor is pictured with Professor Judith 
Hall, Head of Department - Anaesthetics, 
Intensive Care and Pain Medicine, Cardiff 
University and Jane Hutt AM. 
WELSH Woman of “The contribution 
the Year, Ann Taylor, Ann Taylor has made in 
of Barry, who was the field of pain 
honoured for her pio- research and education 
neering research, has is outstanding, 
been promoted to “She has developed 
Reader in Cardiff the MSc in pain man- 
University's depart- agement for health care 
ment of anaesthetics, professionals, devel- 
At a special event in 0 ped stand-alone mod- 
the Senedd highlight- u , es for GPs and other 


mg the benefits of 
research work to socie¬ 
ty, she was congratulat- 


health professionals 
and chaired the Welsh 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


ed by Vale AM Jane Pain Advisory Board,” 


Hutt. 


the AM commented. 


it is just a shame that the 
story’s translation to 
screen wasn’t handled 
with the same amount of 
care. 

It certainly starts 
strong, the opening 
showing how Janusz has 
been betrayed by a wife 
who has suffered 
unimaginable tortures to 
make her talk about her 
husband, and our first 
impression of life in the 
gulag hitting home 
strongly; but after that 
the usual meeting of 
loose allies with a com¬ 
mon goal begins and it 
bears little difference to 
the many other ‘break¬ 
out’ films that you’ve 
seen. 

You have the noble 
hero Janusz, the stoical 
one (Ed Harris’ Mr 
Smith), the loose cannon 
who may or may not be 
trusted (Farrell’s Valka) 
and a rag tag mob of 
secondary characters. 

Where Keith R Clarke 
and Weir’s screenplay 
doesn’t work is in draw¬ 
ing any tension out of 
the group. A pre-credit 
caption informs us that 
three men make it to 
India, so we’re aware 
that we’ll be losing cast 
members on the way, but 
rather than play up the 
inter-group relationships, 
instead the pair only 
rarely mine that particu¬ 
lar strand, the film 
instead blandly concen¬ 
trating on heroism rather 
than the dynamics of this 
group of men struggling 
to escape. 

Similarly, given that 
they have escaped from 
the gulag, there are very 
few moments of any 
genuine peril for the 


group, no threat of being 
caught or found by the 
Russians who impris¬ 
oned them. 

While it may well 
indeed be closer to the 
tale spun by Slavomir 
Rawicz, upon whose 
book the film is based, it 
is very dull in story¬ 
telling terms, making it 
feel episodic and lacking 
in verve and surprise. 

The performances 
help to elevate the film 
to a degree, with 
Sturgess in the lead 
doing an engaging turn 
as the film’s key protag¬ 
onist. Telling the story 
from his point of view 
and showing his desire 
to eventually return 
home makes him the 
most engaging character 
here, and Sturgess’ per¬ 
formance is solid and 
rootable, the instigator 
of this plan to escape 
taking on more and more 
responsibility as things 
start to go out of control 
for the group. 

Similarly, Ed Harris is 
never less than a watch- 
able onscreen presence, 
and his turn as Mr 
Smith, an American cap¬ 
tured by the Russians, is 
just that, the grizzled 
character softening as 
the group’s journey goes 
on. 

The rest of the cast 
are just there to make up 
the numbers, though 
Colin Farrell is com¬ 
pelling though under¬ 


written as the criminal 
who forces his way into 
Janusz’s plans, while 
Saoirse Ronan offers a 
pleasing yet slight turn 
as a girl the group find 
on their way. 

But despite the best 
efforts of the cast, it 
doesn’t help them that 
the script makes you feel 
emotionally distant from 
them and their aims. 

It is the inability to 
draw emotion, the lack 
of conflict and an engag¬ 
ing story that make The 
Way Back a somewhat 
less-than-compelling 
piece of work. 

While Weir’s visual 
abilities make it a won¬ 
drous sight to behold, 
the script’s weaknesses 
make it a disappointing 
return for the director, 
and an underwhelming 
film in general. 

VERDICT: 

Something of a letdown, 
given the prestige of the 
director, The Way Back 
makes for a pretty mun¬ 
dane and lifeless jour¬ 
ney, save for Peter 
Weir’s gorgeous visuals 
and some solid perform¬ 
ances from the likes of 
Jim Sturgess, Ed Harris 
and Colin Farrell. 

Too much journey and 
not enough conflict and 
drama makes this a dull 
take on an engaging 
story. Average. 

(See Screen Talk’s 
top ten films of 
2010 on page 25) 


Pictures at 
an exhibition 

‘Barry - People and 
Places’, a pictorial 
exhibition by Tom 
Clemett takes place 
on January 9 until 
February 6 at The 
Room in the Park, 
Victoria Park, 

Cadoxton, Barry, 
between 10am - 4pm 
daily. 

It includes an exhi¬ 
bition of team, school, 
and club photographs 
from times past, 
together with the 
places they attended. 



The GEM 

Winter Pet Food Appeal 


sponsored by 


SCATS 


More than ever, our local animal 
shelters are under massive strain 
to home and feed an ever growing 
number of pets, that, for one 
reason or another, are no longer 
in their own homes. 
Christmas may he over - but the 
animals still need to he fed! 

If you can help feed a sheltered animal 
this winter, please bring your pet food 
donation to The GEM in Cowbridge and 
we will get it to one of the local shelters. 



Thank you, from all the animals! 
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Out and About with The GEM 


The GEM and Ferris Entertainment offer 


What’s On - in brief 


unique opportunity to local performers! 

Win a scholarship 
for acting, singing 
and dancing... 

GEM/Ferris Entertainment Voucher 

valid for 

FREE MASTERCLASS 

Your chance to learn from world class tutors 
in Screen-acting and Dance 
JANUARY 15th from 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm 
at Stanwell Hall, Victoria Road, Penarth 

(Opposite Station Approach) 

Participants must be 10 years of age or over. 


Dyspraxia support 

THE next meeting of the Vale Dyspraxia Support 
Group will be held on Monday, January 10 at 
7.30pm in the Civic Offices, Holton Road, Barry. 

The group, which supports children with dys¬ 
praxia (as well as related conditions such as ADHD, 
Asperger’s, dyslexia) and their parents and carers, 
will be hosting a fun quiz. 

It provides advice and information, as well as an 
opportunity to exchange experiences. 

The group operates a 24-hour help and advice 
line on 01446 738945 and a website, 

www.vdsg.org.uk and also runs social activities and 
a laptop loan programme. 

Charity coffee 

THE Mayor of the Vale of Glamorgan’s charity 
coffee morning will be held at the Corporate 
Suite, civic Office, Holton Road, Barry on 
Tuesday, January 11 at 10.30am-12noon. 

All proceeds will go to Barry Ladies Choir. 

New WI 

A NEW evening WI is being planned in Pencoed, 
at St David’s Church Hall, on Wednesday, 
January 19 at 7.30pm. 

Telephone 01639 881588for further information. 


ABOVE: Take this voucher along to the GEM/Ferris Entertainment 
free masterclass for the chance to win a term’s free tuition. 


FOLLOWING the 
great success over 
the last three years 
of the GEM/Ferris 
Entertainment 
Scholarship, two 
more lucky GEM 
readers - one male 
and one female - 
will be given the 
chance of a free 
term of tuition 
worth £155. 

At Ferris 
Entertainment 


Performing Arts 
Saturday Classes the tal¬ 
ented winners will be 
taught screen acting by 
teachers who have 
taught the likes of 
Martine McCutcheon, 
Louise Redknapp, 

Claire Sweeney, Claire 
Goose, Sheree Murphy 
and Russell Brand to 
name but a few! 

Peter Ferris 
explained: “All you 
have to do is present 
your voucher from The 
GEM when you sign in 


at the free masterclass. 

“You will then be 
given a badge to identi¬ 
fy you to the teachers 
and principals of Ferris 
Entertainment 
Performing Arts. 

“At the end of the 
masterclass two lucky 
GEM readers will be 
chosen by the teachers 
and awarded the schol¬ 
arship. 

“Other participants 
will be offered the 
opportunity to enroll for 
the term.” 

The former scholar¬ 
ship winners have been 
Jemma Birkett (2008), 
Elliott Ismail (2009) and 
Verity Campbell and 
Jimmy Webster (2010). 

Jemma, Elliott and 
Verity have just 
appeared in the film 
‘Audition for a 
Vampire’ which will be 
previewed at film festi¬ 
vals in 2011.. 

The free masterclass 
will be held at the 
Stanwell Hall, Victoria 
Road next to the Padget 
Rooms, Penarth on 
Saturday January 15 
from 2pm - 5pm. Those 
aged from 10 years old 
to over-18s are welcome 
to attend. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, or to have direc¬ 
tions emailed to you, 
please contact Peter 
Ferris, Ferris 
Entertaiment on 07801 
493 133 or via email: 
info @ferrisentertain- 
ment.com. 


Ferris Entertainment 

Academy of Performing Arts 

Acting Agency FEA Management 
(London, Cardiff, Belfast, Marlborough 
near Swindon) 

Screen Acting, Audition Technique 
and Stage Fighting. 

Prepare for the profession 
or just for fun! 

SATURDAY CLASSES 
2pm - 5pm 

10 years up to mid 20’s 

ADULT CLASSES 11am - 2pm 
at Stanwell Hall, Victoria Park, 
Penarth 

We are proud of our standards 
and reputation. 

To book call 07801 493 133 

E-Mail: info@ferrisentertainment.com 

www.ferrisentertainment.com 


What’s On - in brief 


Rhoose surgery 

RHOOSE councillors Jeff James 
and Gordon Kemp are holding one 
of their regular advice surgeries on 
Saturday, January 8 at 10am until 
12 noon at the Rhoose Community 
Hall, Stewart Road, Rhoose. 

No appointment is required and all 
Rhoose ward residents are welcome. 
Further information, call Jeff James on 
01446 710690. 

Cadets recruiting 

BARRY Army Cadet Force is start¬ 
ing the new year by doubling the 
parade nights to Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 7pm-9pm. 


Anyone aged between 12 and 15 
years old can turn up with a parent 
on a parade night to sign up near the 
Memorial Hall. 

Fibromyalgia 

support 

THE Vale of Glamorgan 
Fibromyalgia support group month¬ 
ly meeting will be on Tuesday, 
January 11. Contact group leader 
Barbara Clissett on 0845 345 5813 
for further details.Calls are charged 
at standard rate 


New toy and 
train sale set 
for Penarth 


THE first of the all- 
new Cardiff Toy & 
Train Sales to be 
organised by Chris 
Dyer, takes place on 
Saturday, January 8 - 
a new show for a new 
year. 

Already well-estab¬ 
lished at other venues in 
Wales, including Barry, 
Brecon, Llanelli and 
Carmarthen, the new 
event fills a large gap left 
by the ending of previous 
shows by different and 
unconnected organisers. 

Chris explained: 
“There has been a lot of 
pressure on us from the 
public and traders to 
take Cardiff under our 
wing, even though it has 
meant virtually starting 
from scratch and finding 
a new home for the show. 

“However, after much 
work behind the scenes, 
we have settled on the 
excellent Penarth Leisure 
at Cogan. This venue is 


very easily accessed as 
well as having a railway 
station alongside. 

“It also offers large 
free car parking and a 
very large, well-lit and 
well-heated main hall 
and, as always, we shall 
be bringing in a quality 
caterer on the day. ” 

Four dates are 
planned for Cardiff 
shows and the second 
event will take place on 
Saturday, April 2 with 
further events in July and 
October. Chris added: 
“The trade support for 
the new Cardiff Toy & 
Train Sale has been very 
positive and we are high¬ 
ly encouraged and this 
new show will greatly 
complement our success¬ 
ful Barry event. ” 

For more information, 
please telephone 01643 
702757/07966 694579; 
or go to website: 
www. chris dy erf airs. co. u 
k 


•'•'GREAT NEW SHOW... 

CARDIFF TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SATURDAY, 8th JANUARY, 2011 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

Penarth Leisure Centre, Andrew Road, 
Cogan, Penarth, Cardiff CF64 2NS 
Travel by Train - Cogan Station next to Venue! 
BUY ★★ SELL ★★ EXCHANGE 

Many top dealers in Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, EFE, 
Lledo, Britains, Hornby Trains, Bachmann, Lima, etc 
and much, much more - 60 plus Tables, 

Admission £1.50 - Child/OAP £1.00 
Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 
E-Mail: dyer@minehead46.freeserve.co.uk 
Website: chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 

Promoted by Chris Dyer, Minehead, Somerset, UK 


BRIDGEND SAMARITANS 

'WHATEVER YOU ARE GOING THROUGH, 
WE WILL GO THROUGH IT WITH YOU’ 

24/7 EMOTIONAL SUPPORT 

01656 662333 or 08457 909090 

O pen for visitin g 11.00am-9.00 pm 
2 Green Street, BRIDGEND. CF31 1HF 

e-mail: jo@samaritans.org 


WHY NOT VOLUNTEER TO BE A SAMARITAN? 

For more details, phone or write 
to us at the above address 


Academy adopts 
Noah’s Ark appeal! 



ABOVE: dancers demonstrate their skill. 


BARRY’S 
Superstars in the 
Making, which 
recently performed 
to over 1,000 peo¬ 
ple at the 
Memorial Hall 
Theatre, has grown 
from strength-to- 
strength over the 
past 18 months, 
and now has over 
130 students! 

Recently, students 
appeared in the final of 
Queen’s Arcade’s 
XMAS FACTOR. The 
academy has decided to 
adopt the Noah’s Ark 
Appeal as its charity 
and has already donated 
£100 from SUPER- 
STARS LIVE! 

Superstars will be 
providing the entertain¬ 
ment for The Noah’s 
Ark appeal at their spe¬ 
cial event at The Hilton 
Hotel, in Cardiff, this 


February. 

Superstars will hold 
open auditions on 
January 8 at St John’s 
Ambulance Hall, Barry 
(end of Beryl Road and 
in Gladstone Park) for 
its thriving musical the¬ 
atre department. 

Successful applicants 
will perform at the 
Hilton and will also 
have other opportunities 


in 2011. Ages 10-13 
will audition from 2pm- 
2.45pm, and ages 
14-21, 3pm-3.45pm. 

Superstars will also 
be touring a production 
of Blood Brothers. 
Details available by 
calling 07531814820 or 
visiting www.super- 
starsinthemaking. com. 

CB 
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NEW CONSULTANT 
Penarth - Wednesday 
9.30am & 11.30am 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy 

07894275853 

NEW CONSULTANT 
Penarth - Wednesday 
5.00 & 7.00pm 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy 

07894275853 

NEW CONSULTANT 
Penarth - Monday 
7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue Methodist 
Church 
Elfed Avenue 
Sarah 

07525852288 

DAY GROUPS 
THURSDAY 
Barry - 10.15am 

Castleland Community 
Centre 

Belvedere Crescent 
Niki 

01446 740394 

Cowbridge - 10.00am 

The Duke of Wellington 

High Street 

Lina-01656 890708 

EVENING GROUPS 
MONDAY 

Barry - 4.30 & 6.30pm 

Brynsion Hall, 

Junction of Court Road & 
Llanover street 
Lorraine 
01446 407002 



Rhoose - 6.30pm 

Celtic Way Community 

Centre 

Celtic Way 

Helen 

01446 750738 

TUESDAY 
Barry - 5.45pm 

Market Street Social 
Club 

Upstairs Function Room 

Joanne 

01446 404897 

Barry - 4.30pm 

St. Davids Methodist 
Church Hall 
Winston Road 
Annamarie 
01446 736534 

Llantwit Major - 4.45 
& 6:35pm 

The Old School 
Wine Street 
Helen 

01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School 
South Road 
Niki 

01446 740394 

WEDNESDAY 
Barry - 4.45 & 6.45pm 

St.Francis Millennium 
Centre 

Park Rd, Porth-y-Castell 

Annamarie 

01446 736534 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton Methodist 
Church 
Church Road 
Joanne 
01446 404897 


fref 

supercharged 

slimming . 

aukfem 


Cowbridge - 6:00pm 

Duke of Wellington 

High Street 

Lina-01656 890708 

THURSDAY 
Barry - 6.00pm 

Highlight Park 
Community Centre 
Barry 

Annamarie 
01446 736534 

Dinas Powys - 6.30pm 

The Cabin, 
by swimming pool 
Hebron Hall 
Alison 

01443 486220 


Sltmmina 


0844 897 8000 

vwm ^mringwortj,com 
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Many of our advertisers have used The GEM for years. 
This speaks volumes. Some are lucky enough to have 
a great response by placing just one advert, but series 
advertising reaps regular business... 

"YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT" 

Give us a call now - 01446 774484 


TESTIMON IAL ~ 

‘Start Afresh 

wr Cleaning Services 

I received lots of initig enqu^e^ed into 6 jobs 

Major and Barry whi geM being printed 

ad™fwS issuable for a new busmess. 
LOUISE LEWIS 

Tol 07964 179 473 


testimonial 



Advertising with The GEM 
Droved to be most 
successful in the promotion 
of my business. 

Thank You. 

Spot on! 

Tel. 07854 148 236 


testimonial 



I have Deen ..3 - V f 

consistently for a number of 
vears and would recommend 
The GEM without hesitation. 

Thank you. 

Brett Warren, 

BW Construction 


ATTENTION ALL 


2011 is upon US. 
Have you planned your 
marketing strategy yet for 
the year aheaa? 

Why not call for prices? 


The GEM 




TGn® IMaon 



% Digital Aerials 

* Repairs & Upgrades 

* Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 
% Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
Wl ’ • Poor Reception Fixed 

< OAP Discounts 

0J|£ \ • Additional TV Points ^ w- 

Digital Aerial Installations 
• Free Home Visits 

< Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 




JANUARY pw- 
BLINDS SALE 


VerticilV Roman*, Rolltr* #nd n%ore 

FREE measuring FREE fitting 


h um out jAmom sau nw scorn 

0800 916 6563 

«rww.Nllanrtx«uuk 




solar create the mood... 


SALE 
NOW ON 



BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


ovenu.co.uk 


BLINDS 
AWNINGS 
I WINDOW FILM 


VALE BLINDSw,.es,L.d 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman B lin ds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Teh (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


S 01446 740842 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk 
Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, Palmerston Road, BARRY 

•s 01656 663800 24 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk *monthly 
North Road, Bridgend Ind. Est, BRIDGEND CF31 3TP interest free 

(Interest free available, details on request, subject to status) payments 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 



overt/ 

I oven valeting service ... punctuality, 

# Range & AGA Specialist 

• Ovens & Hobs 

• Extractor Hoods 

# Microwave Ovens 
L# Traditional Stoves 


pride. 



the UK’s favourite oven cleaning specialists 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 


01446 737695 
07930 157952 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY - 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 


VALE DIGITAL 

AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
» DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS 

w sky i-o EOhd 


All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Installed 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 


Call Tim - 0800 032 3775 or 
07772 206399 or 01446 793189 anytime 
COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 DAY SERVICE 

Covering all areas mm j 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE VALE, BRIDGEND &POKTHCAWL) » » 


CJ Pitman TV & Audio 


SPECIAL OFFER!!! 

New Digital Aerial Supplied and 
Complete Installation for Only £70 

(NO HIDDEN EXTRAS!) 


» Digital Aerials & Satellite 
Installed & Meter Tested 
for Perfect Alignment 
»Free Estimates 
»TV Wall Mount Specialists 
»Freesat/Sky Installation 
& Servicing 

»Domestic & Commercial 


• ttl 


Local Tradesman 
From Barry 

Established Over 10 Years 
Friendly, Personal Service 
12 Month Guarantee 

www.pitmantv.co.uk 

Reg No: 18266277 




Call Chris or Craig on 

07980 971303/01446 747852 

Covering All Areas of Barry, The Vale, 
Cardiff, Bridgend and Newport 




B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 


yjanjjjui) 


• GENERAL BUILDING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

• KITCHEN FITTING 

• PLASTERING 


• BRICKLAYING 

•PATIOS AND BLOCK PAVING 

• DECKING AND 
GARDEN DESIGN 

• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 


24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 

01446 713814 07742 572731 


<299 


PHILIP YOUNG & SON LTD. 

Building & Roofing - Local Authority Approved 

• NEW BUILD • EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS 


* 30 years experience 

* Disabled Conversions 

* Render/Pebble Dash 

* Loft Conversions 

* Flat Roofs 

» Garage Conversions 


* Conservatories 

► Painting/Decorating 

* Kitchens/Bathrooms 

» PVC Doors/Windows 

► Decking/driveways 

* DpC Work 


Free Estimates & Advice, contact 

Tel/Fax: 01446 743706 Mobile: 07885 537087 


See more 
Building Services 
on the next page 
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327 Vale Enterprise Centre, 
Hayes Road, Sully CF64 5SY 
Tel: 01446 700 535 
Fax: 01446 738 085 

Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 
All size plant with drivers for hire 
Footings to DPC 
Demolition 

Concrete Raft, Structural Works 
Grab Hire Service 
Site Clearance 
Registered Waste Carriers 
Garden Landscaping/Paving/ 
Slabbing/Dropkerbs & Tarmac 


PLANT HIRE LTD UMJMiMiMMMilM 

Groundworks, Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 


Credit/Debit Cards now accepted 
Visit our website: www.grabitplanthire.co.uk 

REGISTERED WASTE CARRIERS 

18 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £140 per load 
14 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £120 per load 
7 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £80 per load 
Green loads collected - tree trunks, brushes, hedges, conifers. 

AGGREGATE DELIVERIES 

10 ton scalpings @£150 per load • 10 ton 10mm clean stone @ £220 per load 
10 ton sand sharpe/build @ £220 per load • 10 ton stone dust @ £220 per load 
Top/Recycled soil available - All prices exclusive ofVAT 

For advice and free quote, call Wendy on 01446 700535 Fax: 01446 738085 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® Barry 
742928 

* Extensions 

* Grant Work 

* Roofs 

* Conservatories 

* Patio/Drives 

»Fibreglass Flat Roofs 
Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 



w 



VfiLE CARPETS 

*76e Sdofc 

t&at corner to you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 




WuOaSoca 


II its wood 


S^pTnTry verygood! 
Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling •Alterations •Decking 
Call Peter 07749 617322 
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Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.50 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• Trailer Towing Training 

• Instructor Training 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdriyingschool.co.uk 


For all your 
General Carpentry 
Fitted Kitchens - Wardrobes 
Alterations & Refurbishments, etc. 

07500 90 85 50 
01446 79 52 27 


www.flashnewinteriors.co.uk 




LANE WISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 

First 3 hrs from £27.00 
First 10hrs from £110 
For Total Beginners 

01446 719555 
07798 501267 



Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

"cryStol-ft* 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 

CBHH9 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 
> No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


E>®di[bO© ©Qaaamg) 


Are you thinking of improving your home? 

MPN will pay the extra VAT in January 
Visit our brand new showroom now open 
9am - 9pm in Bridgend 7 days a week 




* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 

* Treatment Plants * | 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

Floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



SPECIAL OFFER 
Bevelled Front Doors £550 
MPN will pay the extra VAT on all purchases 
in January - HURRYWHILE IT LASTS! 

• Windows & Door Repairs available 7 days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 

• Doors fitted from £399 

• Conservatories from £5500 


Our energy 
efficient 
windows and 
doors could 
save you up to 

£295.00 

off your 
fuel bills 


Free Vertical Blinds 
with all full house 
windows and 
doors fitted 
before February 


GARAGE 
CONVERSIONS 
FROM £5,000 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories fitted before 
February come with FREE tiling 
and underfloor heating. 


Free argon gas filled energy windows when 
you order this month only - So order NOW! 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 648646 

www.mpnwindows.com 


UPVCWINDOWS & DOORS • Established 1994 (2009/2010 Award Winners) 
Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 


d ZZB 


Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a week 


*Terms & Conditions apply 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Wlntlow Tec UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



MS 








1 UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 
1 Windows Misted Up? 

1 Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 



JOHN CLISSETT 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

FREE ESTIMATES 

T: 01446 750625 M: 07980 691584 


Fora 
Free 
Quote .. 


/STEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 

Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 

Fully qualified. 

H446 795520 
07891 768151 / ** 

|D.GULUVER““f| 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


9 All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile: 07800 652608 


V_07 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


^ 'Domestic and 
Commercial 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering ^ 

01446 771137 
Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


m 


PAINTING & 

DECORATING 

SERVICES 




Exterior/Interior. 

Gutters Cleaned. Free Quotes. 

Clean tidy worker. ‘Time Served.’ 

All insurance work undertaken. 

Time served specialist wallpaper hanger. 

FULLY INSURED 

01446 772702/07505 979078 

Weekend calls welcome 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


’ifoiiLiL 

REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
Refurbished Appliances On Sale 

Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 
TUMBLE DRYERS 
FRIDGE/FREEZERS 
VACUUM CLEANERS 



All makes including 

HOTPOINT - CREDA - 
^ CANDY-HOOVER 
{ 9 &\ ZANUSSI - INDESIT 


4 

Local 08456 


pJ CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
Bridgend 659354 j 07974 120082 


dJltv 


electrical 

services 


t 


ALL ELECTRICAL WORK CARRIED OUT 

Outdoor Power & Lighting - New Build - Rewires 
Additional Sockets - Inspection & Testing 
Lighting Alterations - Landlord Certificates 
Faults/Call Out - Under Floor Heating 

ALL WORK FULLY INSURED & GUARANTEED 


01446 795229 • 07872 174849 


ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 


K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services 

Est. 1978 

Bridgend 650723 



Owen Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Work 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 

• Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Fire/Burglar Alarms 

• NICEIC Registered 

• Free Quotations 


07738 618420 
01446 711525 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


LAING “ 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

I — I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Call: 

01446 

774484 

The 

GEM 
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RIVERIER Yu if P»rk, 1 Itnrtirr. 

Horticultural m*mmm 
Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea.co.uk 

©Husqvama 


Vfc 



rm GARDEN & 
^LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 


mim 


H 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


it jvhp 

J9n -*■ 7 Maintenance ^ 

For your property & garden needs 
• Fencing • Paths • Patios • Turfing 

• Hedge, Shrub & Tree Trimming & Removal 

• Power Washing • Gutter & Fascia Cleaning 

• Internal & External Painting & Decorating 

• Garden Clearance • Fully Insured 

SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE 


References available call Nathan 
01446 773935 or 07773 992704 




Bridge 
Vale 
Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

I 07815 097994 24hrs, or 01446735681 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

Old Combi out-New Combi in from only £1,100 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

★ Boiler Breakdowns ★ Cookers 

★ Bathroom Suites ★ Showers 

★ Free landlord/homeowner Safety 
Certificate with every service 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


The 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 



ACIf Plumbing^ 

A9I1 & Heating 

Domestic 
Park Homes 
Caravans 
Leisure Vehicles 


01446 751204 
07812 599891 




124 The Headlands, Barry 


C BACON PLUMBING 


& HEATING SERVICES 


Steve’s 

House & 
Garden Services 

Garden fencing, sheds, gates 
& patios. General garden 
maintenance, house painting/ 
decorating and clearances. 
Fascias, guttering and 
patio cleaning etc. 

01446420822 


Mobile: 07889 514321 A 
Telephone: 01446 790179 gjjgj 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
•f 1 & Tiling 


01446 

794266 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 230141 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 




IXPlumbinfi 



• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 


DOMESTIC 

• No job too small 


PLUMBING SERVICE 

Cat Qm» n 


Repairs • Installation 



Tiling • Electrical 

vg. . orn mnn 


01446 740176 - 07876 506982 


s i: iu. 

IOIIJIS 

TILING 

SERVICE 

Ceramic, Porcelain 
and Natural Stone 
Tiling, Decorating 
and Finishing Touches 
Portfolio and 
reference available 

01446 771105 
\ 07736 391937 / 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 @ 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



an =3 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 


Fit it 


• Bathroom 

• Kitchen & Carpentry 
Specialists 

Call for a free quote 

Tel: 07791 411213 


©©CTOS 




Si Ivey Roofing 

New Roofs/Repairs 
UPVC Guttering & Fascias M 
fl FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01446 404838 


Property Maintenance 


• Carpentry • Doors & Skirtings 

• Laminate Floors 

• Fence & Decking • Flat Pack 
Assembly • Gutters & Fascias 

FREE QUOTES 


01446 750698 
07546 086716 


Electrical • Plumbing 
Carpentry • Trees 
Hedges • Grass • Cutting 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Prices from £15. 

Tel: 01446 420059 
07980 063087 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


ATTENTION ALL 
SERVICE PROVIDERS! 

2011 is upon us. 

Have you planned your 
marketing strategy vet for 
the year aheaa? 

Why not call for prices? 

Promote your business with 

The GEM 

reaching Penarth to Porthcawl 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Fairfax & Glover Roofing 

• Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01443 223666 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
07825 959499 


www.welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


For all your Gas & Plumbing Solutions 

Competitive 
Prices 



www.gaspservices.co. uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 


If you advertise in 
Tlmo GEM, you will 

appear on our websites 
at no extra cost! 


(>lanu»nSan 

W OEM 

SUPERB READER HOLIDAY OFFER 


TAKE THAT IN CONCERT 

ATT WEMBLEY STAE>IUJVT 




• Removals 

• Deliveries 

• House Clearance 
FREE QUOTATIONS 


02920 710039 
07968 056822 

www.valeremovalsanddeliveries.com 


www.welshroofmgci 

ROOFING 


Roofing & Waterproofing Specialists 


Covering roofs in South Wales for over 23 years 

All work Guaranteed with Optional Insurance Cover from 
Head Office: Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandow, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 

Email: info@welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 

01446 775145-01656 349056 - 01443 629043 


& -ticket: Manchester package 


From .IB 

Departs 4 July 201 1 


F ifteen years since they split, 
Robbie Williams is back with 
Take Thai: to perform live, 
having recorded a new studio 
album, “Progress”. 

Includes a Return coach travel 
A One night’s B&B at a good 
quality hotel in the Greater London 
area a A General Admission ticket - 
unreserved seat and standing to 
see Take That live at Wembley 
Stadium, London (upgrade tickets 
available at a supplement) • Time 
for sightseeing and shopping in 
London on day two • Return hotel 
to concert venue coach transfers 
• The services of a Tour Manager 
Overnight packages in conjunction 
with Event Travel, official agent for thi« 
Take Tha 


> available 


FOR FURTHER INFO, TO BOOK BV CREDIT 
CARD OR REQUEST A BROCHURE CALL: 

Quoting Code CLC 
Request a brochure online at: 

www.newmarketbrochures.co.uk/glg 
Or book online at 

www.newmarket.travel/glgl 5502 

SI EWMARKET PROMOTIONS LTD. ABTA V787X. CALLS COST 4P PER IVIIN. 
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SECURE YOUR FUTURE 
& MAKE MORE MONEY 
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GEM Family Notices 


AWMLABL4 M ft ABOUND 
CARDIFF INCLUOING: 

, m*nr 4 m Mn«n 


PacmaQs/ KM@©s 

LINDSAY 

Oliver Stewart 

You were only with us for one day; you were perfect 
to us in every way, you will stay in our hearts forever. 
Greatly missed by your loving 
Parents Charmaine and Stewart, 
and your big sister Maddy. 

Private family funeral service. 


fill t: 01543 482926 

W WIM.StartaUtaSm4rt.CO.uk 




DAVIES 

David 


Peacefully on December 30 at Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, David formerly of Cowbridge. 

Beloved husband of the late Beryl Elaine, dearly loved 
father of Sally, much loved grandfather of Huw and 
Gethin. Resting at the Private Funeral Home of 
W James & Sons, Fonmon until a private cremation. 


GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S 
LICENCE 

Viggars Bros Ltd 

of 

Llys-Y-Coed, 

Llanboidy, Whitland, 
Carmarthenshire, 
SA34 OET 

is applying for 
a licence to use: 

Longlands Quarry, 

Corntown, Ewenny, 
Bridgend, Mid 
Glamorgan, CF35 5BA. 

as an operating centre 
for 2 goods vehicles and 
3 trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of land, 
including buildings near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoy¬ 
ment of that land would be 
affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Hillcrest 
House, 386 Harehill Lane, 
Leeds, LS9 6NF stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at 
the same time send a copy of 
their representations to the 
applicant at the address given 
at the top of this notice. A 
guide to making representa¬ 
tions is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s 
Office. 



2 Bedroom 
? urnished/Unfurnished' 
Flat for Rent in 

Boverton 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
£450 per month 

Call Jamie 
07999 551683 


y/i Bedroom 
Maisonette 

CADOXTON 

Suit family 

£95 per week 

plus bond & references 

Tel: 01446 406555 


TO LET 

BARRY 

WesfEjrd 

One bedroom 
ground floor flat 
/ within easy reach 
of trains and buses. I 
Fumished/Unfurmshed 
Good sized double bed¬ 
room. Phone entry sys¬ 
tem, car parking. 

Over 26 only, no DSS. 

£425pcm 

Tel: 07912 138342 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

We act on behalf of the 
mortgagees in possession and are 
in receipt of an offer of 

£64,950 


Nantymoel, CF32 7SS 

Anyone wishing to place a higher 
offer must do so by midday on the 
13/01/2011 to 

Brighter Moves Estate Agents 
Suite 119A,Wyndham House, 
i Street, Bridg ' 


Wyndham 


Tel. C 


Jgend CF311EF 


Small Starter 
Industrial Units 
For Rent 

Barry area. 
Three available. 

Tel: 01446 721168 
or 07813 134123 

Reasonable rates 




W. A. Brown & Son 


Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

A Pembroke House, 

le College Street f|i$ 


mGreene&son^ 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

private chapel of rest 
pre-paid funeral plan available 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Gershenson 

Jean 

Suddenly on Friday December 24, 2010 
at Llandough Hospital after a short illness, 
Jean, aged 84 years. 

Beloved wife of the late Stanley, devoted mother 
of Philip, Paul and the late Julia, mother-in-law of 
Linda and Sue, and grandmother to Matthew, Paige 
and Christopher. 

Will be sadly missed by everyone who knew her. 
Resting at AG Adams & Son Funeral Home, Gladstone 
Road, Barry, until the service at Coychurch 
Crematorium on Wednesday January 12, 2011 at 
2.45pm. Flowers may be sent to the funeral home. 


BURTON 

Letitia (Letty) 

Nee Dodd 

Peacefully on December 31st at Barry 
Hospital, surrounded by her loving family. 

Letty, formerly of Burtons Wool Shop, Boverton, 
a well known pianist within the community 
of Barry and also known for her many years 
working at the Principality. 

Devoted wife to the late Arthur and much loved 
mum to Peter and Elaine. 

A wonderful Grandma and Great Grandma, also a 
special sister of Harold. 

Letty will be so greatly missed by all her devoted 
family and friends. 

Resting at Park Independent Funeral Directors, 

7 Tynewydd Road, Barry until her service at 
Salem Baptist Church, Beryl Road, Barry on 
Friday, 14th January at 1.00pm followed 
by interment in Barry Cemetery. 

Rowers welcome and may be sent to 
the Funeral Home. 

All enquiries to Lyndsay J Ellis at 
Park Funerals 01446 421212. 




^ ScrapMetals 


WE BUY: 

• COPPER 

• BRASS 

• LEAD 

• STAINLESS 

• ALUMINIUM 


• CARS 
•VANS 

• LORRIES 

• ALL SCRAP 
METAL 


• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £4.50 per kilo given for Copper 
Higher prices paid for large quantities 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: Ol 446 701707 


Uandow Metals 




For all your car parts 
We take non ferous metals 
Best prices on Tyres 


Tel 01446 792669-792756 

www.carspareswales.co.uk 


Keep Smiling, 
it’s your 
Birthday!! 

MICHAEL 

PUGH 

03 01-1972 
Happy 
Birthday 
from 

Ann, Kayleigh and all 
stqff at the Farmers 



Doreen Evans 

Happy 80th 
Birthday 
9th JANUARY 

‘Have a Nice Day ’ 

Lots of Love, Rees, Susan, Neil, 
Keith, Pat, Alastair and Elliot 



/‘MEteOQS g©GL 


ADVERTISE HERE for 

up to 4 weeks for 50p a 
word plus VAT. To take 
advantage of this offer 
simply either send in your 
description along with a 
cheque for the appropri¬ 
ate amount made 

payable to “The 

Glamorgan Gem” at The 
Gem, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone 
us with your wording by 
12 noon Tuesday. All 
major credit cards 

accepted. Tel 01446 

774484. Advert must con¬ 
tain a residential land line 
telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 
MAMAS & PAPAS COT 
as new £55. Mothercare 
highchair, perfect condi¬ 
tion £25 ono. Tel: 01446 
771307 Cowbridge. (51) 
ROLEX OYSTER 
Perpetual date just stain- 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 


KITCHEN- 

CONSERVATORY 

TABLE 

French, painted white, 
Italian tiled centre, plus 4 
matching chairs, £150; 
Pictures/ornaments £25 
and less. 

Tel. 01656 656041 

( 01 / 2 ) 


ZANUSSI VERTICAL 
FREEZER 

7 drawers, virtually new, 
5ft 6in high, cost £330, 
reasonable offers please, 
no time wasters; Varefrost 
larder fridge, 4ft 6in high, 
cost £150, reasonable 
offers please, no time 
wasters. 

Tel 02920 708967 

( 01 / 2 ) 


SCRAP CARS 


BOUGHT 
FOR CASH 

Plus any scrap metal, 
washing machines, 
etc. collected 

01446 402765 
07540 117474 




SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


less steel/white gold. 
Boxed, one year old, 
authenticity certificates. 
£2,600 ovno, cost £4,490. 
Tel: 01446 745859. (51) 
ANGLIAN Fully glazed 
Georgian style white 
UPVC front door and 
frame £100. Tel: 01446 
794093. (51) 

FOLD-UP BED and mat¬ 
tress. New, £30. Tel: 
01446 742772. (50) 
MAN’S SARACEN 
Mountain bike, new £350. 
Sell £250 ono (cash). Tel: 
01446 795275. (50) 
DURESTA GEORGE 
Brand new large sofa and 
armchair, antique gold 
velvet. RRP £3,500, sell 
£2,800 ono. Tel: 07891 
793915 or 01446 760688. 
(50) 

TWO SEATER SETTEE 

with two fully reclining 
electric armchair, bur¬ 
gundy, excellent condition 
£350 ono. Mantis cultiva¬ 
tor /hedgecutter, also 
strimmer and shredder 
£175 for all (can be sepa¬ 
rated. 4ft bed with head- 
board, good condition 
£30. Tel: 01446 404679 
(evenings only). (50) 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSI¬ 
CAL Design: one pair of 
curtains, 2 double duvets, 
pillow cases, sheets, 
bean bag £50. Beautiful 
ornate gold mirror cost 
£100, sell £50. Tel: 01656 
772160. (50) 

4FT DRAWER DIVAN 

BED Mattress/head¬ 
board, as new, 9 year 
guarantee £125. Tel: 
01656 661237. (50) 


BARRIVALE 
BRIDGE CLUB 

news round-up 



LATEST results 
from Barrivale 
Bridge Club: 

December 7 - First, 
Mark Roderick and 
Mike Best 56 per cent; 
second, Alan Jones and 
Lyn Matthews (54); 
third, Mike Close and 
Denis Mottram (51). 

Alan and Lyn won on 


handicap. 

Pictured, above, are 
the winners of the Four 
Aces Trophy - Dave 
Thomas, Alan Jones, 
Lyn Matthews and Tom 
Kendrick. 

New members are 
always welcome at 
Barrivale. For more 
information, telephone 
01446 733425. 


Megan meets 
her champion! 



ABOVE: Megan with jockey McCoy. 


NATIONAL Hunt Champion jockey AP 
McCoy, who was chosen BBC Sports 
Personality of the Year at the weekend, 
took time out to be pictured with Megan 
Brown, grand daughter of Llantwit 
Major estate agent Anthony Brown, at 
Ffos Las Racecourse recently, writes 
Brian Lee. 

Megan, aged 11, is a keen horse racing enthu¬ 
siast and a novice rider and gymnast. 

She attends all the local point to points and 
horse race meetings in Wales and her grandfa¬ 
ther Tony is well known on the Welsh hunt-rac¬ 
ing circuit. 


WHAT’S ON - in brief 


Vale AM’s 
surgery 

JANE HUTT AM’s 
next surgery is tomor¬ 
row (January 7) at 
4pm-6pm at 115 High 
Street Barry, CF62 
7DT. 

No appointment is 
necessary. For more 
information, contact 
01446 740981. 

Street 

surgery 

LABOUR councillors 
for the Gibbonsdown 
ward, Barry, Rob 
Curtis and Margaret 
Wilkinson, will be 
holding a street sur¬ 
gery in the Aberaeron, 
Clos Llawhaden, 
Magellan and 

Columbus Close area 


on Saturday, January 
8 from llam-12noon. 

Ward 

surgery 

THE Labour Vale of 
Glamorgan and Barry 
town councillors for 
Castleland ward, Chris 
Elmore, Pamela Drake 
and Karl Kuhnell, will 
be holding an advice 
surgery on Saturday, 
January 8, from 
10.30am-12pm in the 
Drop-in-Centre, No 3 
Dunlin Court, 

Thompsons Street 
Estate, Barry. 

No appointment is 
necessary. Contact 
Coun Elmore on 07867 
506116 or 01446 
401595. 
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FREEZE 
BRINGS 
QUIET 
TIME FOR 
POLICE 


POLICE have 
revealed that crime 
and public disorder 
were down 

throughout 
Bridgend county 
borough over the 
Christmas and New 
Year period. 

Insp Steve Evans, 
who is the Bridgend 
sector inspector, said 
that crime rates gener¬ 
ally were down in the 
town. 

Police throughout 
the borough received 
extra money from the 
Safer Bridgend 

Partnership to put on 
increased patrols to 
tackle problems caused 
by shoplifting gangs 
and other criminals. 

He said that all three 
town centres benefited 
from this money, which 
paid for additional 
patrols to be provided. 

He said that 
Bridgend was busy 
over the holiday, espe¬ 
cially on Christmas 
Eve, Boxing night and 
New Year’s Eve, and 
while there were some 
arrests and problems, 
generally speaking, it 
was quieter than in 
previous years. 

He added that the 
bad weather before 
Christmas and the 
intense cold reduced 
the number of people 
coming into the town. 

Insp Evans stated 
that crime was down 
across the board 
including auto crime, 
burglaries and assaults 
- and violent crime 
was well down on last 
year, 

He added that the 
police and council 
licensing officers had 
done a lot of work in 
the run-up to 
Christmas, speaking to 


landlords and 

licensees, and this 
seemed to have paid 
off. 

Insp Ralph Harris in 
Maesteg said that the 
public order and crime 
situation in the town 
had been very good 
over the period, and he 
said that the cold 
weather resulted in a 
lower volume of people 
going out in the nights 
to pubs and clubs. 

Insp Alan James in 
Porthcawl reported a 
similar picture. 

He said that the bad 
weather affected the 
number of people out 
partying and public 
order problems and 
crime were also well 
down. 


Cottage windows 
plan approved 

THE owner of an old cottage in the 
Newcastle Hill Conservation Area of 
Bridgend is being allowed by planners to 
change the wooden windows at the proper¬ 
ty to ones made of uPVC. 

Miss C Haskayne, of The Square, applied for 
consent to make the change which is needed as the 
house is located within a conservation area. 

Councillors heard that the windows would be of 
a sliding sash design and similar ones have already 
been permitted at other properties nearby. 

Objections were lodged by Bridgend Town 
Council as the house is within a conservation area. 

Planning officers recommended that the appli¬ 
cation be approved because the development com¬ 
plies with council policy and would not adversely 
affect the character or appearance of the Newcastle 
Hill conservation area to a point where refusal 
could be justified. 


PORTHCAWL WELCOMES 
MARATHON BIKE RIDERS 


Quiz League posers 

NO quizzing until 
January 10, but 
here are your 
teasers: 

1. Who became the 


first freely elected 
President of the Russian 
Federation in June 1991? 

2. In which book of 
the Old Testament is the 
story of the collapse of 
the walls of Jericho told? 

3. Who rode the win¬ 
ner of the 2010 


Cheltenham Champion 
Hurdle Binocularl 
4. “Per Mare, Per 
Terram” is the motto of 
which of the Armed 
Forces? 

Here’s wishing you all 
a happy New Year. 

A RUDGE 
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A PORTHCAWL 
Masonic Home 
recently played host 
to a veterans’ group 
who are fundraising 
by riding their 
motorbikes around 
the UK. 

‘The Long Ride 
Home’ has been tack¬ 
led by retired Masons 
and they are visiting 
Royal Masonic 
Benevolent Institution 
(RMBI) Homes 
throughout the UK. 

They arrived at the 
Albert Edward Prince 
of Wales Court, 
Porthcawl - Royal 
Masonic Benevolent 
Institution (RMBI), 
and were given a big 
welcome. 

The ride has been 
organised by Michael 
Robinson (captain of 
the Motorbike Rider 
Group) and Mark 
Pierrpoint from the 
rider group based in 
Leicestershire and 
West Yorkshire. 


Porthcawl under-lls hit their 
best form against Cowbridge 


ON a bleak and bit¬ 
terly cold Sunday 
morning, 
Cowbridge under- 
lls welcomed 
Porthcawl to their 
Vale home for an 
eagerly anticipated 
fixture. 


some fine forward play After a couple of text- Joe Stradling 
by Ben Collins, Max book tackles, Joe Second game 

Budding and Lloyd Stradling finally got him- This was a much clos- 

Mortimer. self on the scoreboard er a ff a i r w i t h both sides 

Will Mahoney, sprint- after a much-practiced changing about 75 per 
ed through a gap for an move involving excellent cent 0 f th e ir players 
excellent try assisted by scum-half Ben Roach, Louis Protheroe 

the ‘go forward' play of who got the team going skipped over for his fifth 

centre Dan Williams forward with his strong of the moming followed 

Cowbridge rallied but running on numerous b scores from Kurtis 

As the whistle blew ™uld not get out of their occasions Pridmore, Callum 

as me wmsue Diew, own half, even though The sixth try of the A/r , WM1 

both sets of forwards they were playing down- morning was eventually A/r °^ an . an f \ 
clattered into each other hill p or thcawl’s outside- scored by Ethan Waters Mahoney ’ ° f which 
and thus set the pattern half Brandon Cooper’s after Brandon Cooper ^ er ? converted by Harry 

for the hardest game kick-offs were so pre- had got over the line but Nlcil ols. Cowbridge 

Porthcawl had played c i se i y delivered that it failed to minor. f ored tw0 °f thei u r own ’ 

since the two teams met was eaS y f or the Green Louis popped up for hut converted neither, 
in the final of the an d Black players to his fourth, and ‘birthday Final score: 

Abergavenny tournament chase and put Cowbridge boy’ Harry Evans Cowbridge 10, 

the previous spring. under more pressure. charged over for Porthcawl 24. 

On that occasion, the Next on the score Porthcawl’s eighth. All Forward of the match 
Seaweeds narrowly beat sheet was the free-scor- eight tries were convert- was Kurtis Pridmore and 
the Green and Whites by ing Louis Protheroe with ed by ‘kicking machine’ hack of the match was 
one try to nil. a dash and dive to put Brandon Cooper. Will Mahoney. 

This latest encounter Porthcawl firmly in con- Final score: Also in the squad 

looked to be shaping up trol. Louis followed this Cowbridge 0, were Cameron Williams, 

much the same, as nei- up with two more fantas- Porthcawl 56. Ben Davies, Meuryn 

ther side were willing to tic tries to put the Forward of the match Nelson and Sam 
yield and inch. The first Seaweeds home and dry was Louis Protheroe and Edwards, 
breakthrough came after by half time. back of the match was IB 



ABOVE: 

Michael Robinson, captain of the motorcyclists, presenting Sonia 
Vincent with a bottle of bubbly. She accepted it on behalf of resident 
Doris Hughes, who won the sweepstake competition run by Ron 
Saunders to guess the time of arrival of the motorcyclists. Doris was, 
unfortunately, unavailable to collect her prize. 



ABOVE: Alyson Owen-Neil, home manager and Ron Saunders, 
Mason and resident, presenting a cheque for £150 sponsorship to 
Michael Robinson. Ron also presented Michael with a cheque for 
£26, the proceeds of the sweepstake that he ran to guess 
the time of arrival of the first motorcyclist. 



Sonia trying her hand at riding a Harley Davidson motor bike. 


Who wants to build what and where in the county borough? 


Ladbrokes Betting & Games - 
Unit 4, Brackla Street Centre, 
Bridgend - internally illuminated 
fascia and projecting signs. 

Mr W Swift - land adjacent 1 
Hanover Court, Bridgend - fell 
ash tree. 

Mr S James - land adjacent 1 
Dinam Street, Nantymoel, 
Bridgend - pair of semi-detached 
houses. 

Portland Toilets Ltd - Unit 12, 
Heol yr Ynys, Abergarw Trading 
Estate, Brynmenyn, Bridgend - 
erect new industrial 
workshop/stores building. 

Mr and Mrs D and GE Morgan - 
Ty Gwyneth (Haulfryn), Fforydd 
y Gyfraith, Bridgend - inclusion 
of land into curtilage of holiday 
let. 

D and GE Morgan - land south 
of Haulfryn, Fforddy Gyfraith, 
Bridgend - change of use from 
residential to holiday let garden. 
Mr R Harry - 9 Bryn Henfaes, 
Broadlands, Bridgend - con¬ 
struct a single storey extension. 


Mr and Mrs B Trigg -16 
Westfield Avenue, Bridgend - 
uPVC white conservatory with 
glass roof and front dwarf wall to 
match existing house and plaster 
internal walls. 

Mr Jordan - 8 Caeau Duon, 
Pencoed - conservatory to rear 
elevation. 

Mr N Woods - 3 Bron Hafod, 
Broadlands, Bridgend - pro¬ 
posed conservatory to rear and 
domestic garage to side. 

Mr J Barber - Llwyn Onn, 49 
Blackmill Road, Bryncethin, 
Bridgend - erect mast and aeri¬ 
als for amateur radio to replace 
existing aerials. 

Mr and Mrs Viant - 2 Birch 
Walk, Porthcawl - side orangery- 
style conservatory. 

Mr G Williams - 39 Beach Road, 
Porthcawl - single detached 
replacement dwelling with associ¬ 
ated garaging and landscaping 
works. 

Mrs N Jarvis - 11 Gwendoline 
Street, Blaengarw, Bridgend - 


rear two storey kitchen/bedroom 
extension. 

Ladbrokes Betting & Games Ltd 

- Unit 4, Brackla Street Centre, 
Bridgend - new shopfront, 
entrance door, stallriser and 
blocking up of rear door opening. 
Ladbrokes Betting & Gaming Ltd 

- Unit 4, Brackla Shopping 
Centre, Brackla Street, Bridgend 

- siting of external air handling 
plant to rear elevation. 

Mrs Rhian Davies - 2 Court 
Road, Bridgend - change of use 
from office to physiotherapy clin¬ 
ic. 

Mr S Tatchell - 21 Ty Fry Close, 
Brynmenyn, Bridgend - reten¬ 
tion of raised decking area. 

Royal Porthcawl Golf Club - 
Royal Porthcawl Golf Club, 
Porthcawl - construct extension 
to clubhouse for improved main 
entrance hall/lobby with com¬ 
bined disabled lavatory/store. 
RFC UKI - RFC, Heronston 
Retail Park, Bridgend - one 
external entrance portal with 


internally illuminated logo and 
one internally illuminated pylon 
sign. 

Mr Stanley Smith - land adjacent 
A4063 Coytrahen, Bridgend - 
construct hardstanding and 
install pre-fabricated mobile 
home and associated amenity 
block for use by a gypsy family. 
Mr Allan Brookes - St Mary 
Magdalene Church, Heol Las, 
Mawdlam, Bridgend - extension 
to vestry area for toilet facilities 
with disabled access. 

Mr A Honey - 36 Kensington 
Drive, Cefn Glas, Bridgend - 
demolition of existing garage and 
replace with single storey exten¬ 
sion to side and rear. 

Mr and Mrs S Williams - 13 The 
Retreat, Porthcawl - construct 
single detached dwelling in 
grounds of Russett House, 13 The 
Retreat. 

Mr and Mrs S Williams - 13 The 
Retreat, Porthcawl - part demol¬ 
ish existing single storey exten¬ 
sion, construct first floor exten¬ 


sion and garage, remodel dormer 
and porch and refurbishment 
works. 

Mr H Hall - Red Gables, Rogers 
Lane, Laleston - two storey 
extension and kitchen extension. 
Mr Chris Hatt - RFC, Heronston 
Retail Park, Bridgend - external 
alteration to store including new 
entrance portal, fascia panels 
render brickwork to tower feature 
and pylon signage. 

Mr Paul Mattravers -17 Pant 
Hendre, Pencoed - a single 
storey rear extension to a 
detached dwelling. 

Mrs Lucy Jones - Cornelly 
Integrated Children’s Centre, 
Greenfield Terrace, North 
Cornelly - installation of an out¬ 
door sun canopy on a soft play 
area. 

Mrs A Jones - 56 Severn Road, 
Porthcawl - single storey exten¬ 
sion. 

Mr N Seaward - 22 Park View, 
Maesteg - single storey exten¬ 
sion. 


Mr George Gardner - 19 Coed 
Bach, Pencoed - bathroom 
dormer extension. 

Compute Bridgend Limited -37 
Caroline Street, Bridgend - pro¬ 
posed new A3 unit. 

Communities First - Wildmill - 
Wildmill Community Woodland, 
Quarella Road, Bridgend - tim¬ 
ber play structure for community 
woodland park. 

Regeneration and Planning 
Division RCT - Mynydd 
Portref/Mynydd Hugh north of 
Brynna RCT - application to 
vary condition 21 (noise level 
limiting) as imposed on 06/1325 
for 11 wind turbines and associ¬ 
ated equipment. 

Mr and Mrs N Taylor - 65 
Wyndham Crescent, Bridgend - 
demolish existing porch, new 
porch to side, construct single 
storey kitchen extension to rear, 
conversion of roof space. 
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SCREEN TALK’S TOP 
10 FILMS OF 2010 


T HE end of a 
year is gener¬ 
ally a good 
time for reflection 
on what the last 12 
months have 
meant. 

In Screen Talk’s case, 
it is an opportunity to 
look back at a cinematic 
year where 3D became 
the de rigueur method 
of getting ‘bums on 
seats’; where Tony 
Curtis, Blake Edwards, 
Dennis Hopper, Irvin 
Kershner and Leslie 
Nielsen (among others) 
went to the great film 
studio in the sky; and 
where dross like 
Vampires Suck, The Last 
Airbender and Clash of 
the Titans made me 
wonder ‘why’? 

Having undertaken 
strong scientific study, 
Screen Talk’s top 10 
films of 2010 are now 
ready for consumption, 
as we look back at the 
cream of 2010’s crop. 

10 CEMETERY 
JUNCTION 

If Ricky Gervais’ first 
foray onto the big screen 
with The Invention of 
Lying was a damp squib, 
then his first cinematic 
team-up with regular 
cohort Stephen 
Merchant was a rip-roar¬ 
ing success. 

A coming-of-age tale 
set in Reading, the film 
transcended its British 
roots to concentrate on 
the universal themes of 
growing up, family ties 
and love, and showed 
that Gervais and 
Merchant were more 
than just skilled comedic 
writers, the film carry- 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D649. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£7,500, was not won this 

• £2,000: 195650. 

• £10: 398248, 

580624, 542716, 228765, 
187933, 842168, 460538, 
859086, 616366, 380990, 
623974, 477914, 695149, 
474685, 662273, 285368, 
237341, 474999, 893056, 
594283. 

• £5: 763439,768284, 
620551, 221634, 178425, 
143418, 564490, 160252, 
170749, 119779, 557683, 
876044, 301654, 158808, 
247141, 594212, 571525, 
825568, 871370, 710686, 
830554, 931631, 694002, 
678583, 285338, 208904, 
613501, 399497, 748181, 
139317, 622234, 304363, 
811819, 331572, 783137, 
248998, 571127, 216691, 
100948, 206801, 502477, 
884043, 834130, 151874, 
439969, 216995, 485997, 
899005, 797222, 764255, 
831286, 410295, 994602, 
828466, 146305, 866695, 
354000, 111556, 136741, 
132396. 

THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 


ing a lovely counter¬ 
point of drama within it. 

9 SCOTT PILGRIM 
vs THE WORLD 

Having shown 
glimpses of his directo¬ 
rial ability with Shaun of 
the Dead and Hot Fuzz, 
as well as TV sitcom 
Spaced, it was Scott 
Pilgrim... that saw 
director Edgar Wright 
let loose, using influ¬ 
ences as wide and varied 
as manga, to computer 
games, via action block¬ 
busters. 

Visually, it was 
unique, but with a cast, 
including Michael Cera 
and Mary Elizabeth 
Winstead, upping their 
game, the end result was 
a hugely enjoyable, if 
headache-inducing, film. 

8 BAD 

LIEUTENANT 

What do you get 
when you team Werner 
Herzog, one of the most 
quietly insane directors 
working in cinema 
today, and Nicolas Cage, 
an actor who, when 
pushed, can go to the 
edge in a heartbeat? 

The answer is one of 
the most bonkers, yet 
incredible, pieces of cin¬ 
ema this year. With 
Cage showing he’s capa¬ 
ble of more than just 
sailing through family 
films, and Herzog bring¬ 
ing a skewed sensibility 
to the process, Bad 
Lieutenant was a mad, 
yet superb, film. 

7 WINTER’S BONE 

This low-budget inde¬ 
pendent drama was a 
modern-day noir set in 
the Missouri back- 
woods, where a teenage 
daughter has to track 


Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 

D650. 

• £2,000: 266672. 

• The rollover, 

which now stands at 

£8,000, was not won this 
week. 

• £10: 140826, 

482536, 898167,767971, 
594315,313407, 846143, 
674321,512667,668491, 
289529, 331282,288375, 
497871,825328,294627, 

726073,600879, 831773, 
496516. 

• £5: 247938, 

276668, 305548, 633765, 
626161,863500,263719, 
590741,241760, 657100, 
503962,140519,755247, 
163832,343872,159377, 
819686,432991,749151, 
853278,300207,318215, 
239834,460008,999651, 
132386, 336921,569660, 
118284, 

343990,155365,104802, 
518034,242344,117648, 
141973,278697, 444104, 
822719,891826,199965, 
364239,107155,315948, 
485848,268543,243439, 
642593,800615,393102, 
353692. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


down her errant father, 
who had put the family’s 
house up as a bond. 

Featuring a truly mes¬ 
merising turn from 
Jennifer Lawrence as the 
daughter, Winter’s Bone 
was a chilling, gripping 
film that took its time to 
tell a story that hooks 
from start to finish. 

6 A PROPHET 

This French crime 
epic drew comparisons 
to Scarface upon 
release, but it was a film 
that was worth far more 
than that. 

Following an French- 
Arab teen as he makes 
his way through the 
prison system, the film 
was held up superby 
well by a breathtaking 
turn from Tahar Rahim, 
and showed that, along 
with Mesrine, the 
French certainly know 
how to make a sophisti¬ 
cated crime drama. 

5 KICK-ASS 

If the over-reliance on 
comic book properties 
means that the bubble 
may be about to burst, 
then Kick-Ass made sure 
that it went to the top of 
comic book adaptations 
to hit cinema screens. 

With little faith in its 
abilities, the film was a 
critical, if perhaps not 
commercial, success - a 
shame given that 
Matthew Vaughn had 
given the genre a good 
kick up the ‘ass’. 

Further adventures 
are planned, though 
given the skill of this 
one, it’ll be a tricky job 
to live up to! 

4 SHUTTER 
ISLAND 

The fourth pairing of 
Martin Scorsese and 
Leonardo DiCaprio was 
arguably the most fruit¬ 
ful of their outings thus 
far. The twisty turning 
thriller kept you guess¬ 


ing to the end, with the 
climax itself leaving you 
in mystery. 

With stellar turns and 
a spooky score, Scorsese 
seemed more alive than 
ever behind the camera, 
the slow-burning film 
dripping tension - an 
outstanding piece of 
work. 

3 THE SOCIAL 
NETWORK 

‘The Facebook film’ 
was one that told the 
story of the origins of 
one of the most valuable 
companies in the world, 
yet dug beneath the sur¬ 
face to offer an in-depth 
(if not necessarily 100 
per cent accurate) back¬ 
ground to the events that 
shaped the company. 

With David Fincher 
lending the film a strong 
visual element, and 
Aaron Sorkin’s dialogue 
shining brightly, a cast 
of bright young things 
turned this tale into one 
of the most enthralling 
of the year. 

2 TOY STORY 3 

The general rule of a 
trilogy is that the final 
outing makes for the 
weakest - too many 
loose ends to tie up, no 
cliffhangers; it was a 
rule that Toy Story 3 
smashed to pieces, the 
finished film being a 
truly outstanding, and 
emotional, way to say 
goodbye to Woody, 

Buzz et al. 

With a more mature 
approach, Pixar hit the 
bullseye yet again, but it 
was the style and sub¬ 
stance that made this 
film a step above all 
other animations this 
year. 

1 INCEPTION 

With the success of 
The Dark Knight giving 
him carte blanche, Chris 
Nolan’s follow-up to the 
third biggest film of all 
time was a spectacular, 
mind-bending, multi¬ 
layered delight, that had 
you scratching your 
head and dropping your 
jaw on a regular basis. 

Perfectly primed for 
multiple viewings and 
opinions on what was a 
dream and what wasn’t, 
Inception marked Nolan 
as one of the directors of 
the moment, and what 
else he is capable of 
makes the mind boggle! 


Evening of music 
and dance at Memo 


VIBE Experience held 
its annual talent show¬ 
case the ‘V Factor’ at 
Barry Memorial Hall 
Theatre. 

Despite the icy condi¬ 
tions, and various stom¬ 
ach bugs, 139 young peo¬ 
ple from across the Vale 
performed to a very high 
standard. 

The event was a cele¬ 
bration of all the hard 
work that the young peo¬ 
ple had displayed over 
the past term with 


dancers from Motion 
Control Dance 

Programme, singers from 
the Singing Academy 
and lyric writers, rappers 
and musicians from the 
MMX Project. 

The event was 
watched by family and 
friends of the young peo¬ 
ple, as well as guests 
from the Arts Council 
Wales, Children in Need 
and the Home Office - 
who fund these exciting 
Vibe projects. 

EM 


Ty Hafan lottery 

draw winners 


you saw it in The GEM 


Christmas gifts for Ty Hafan 



Lyndsay Ellis and Huw Adams Of Park Funeral Directors 
with grateful staff at Ty Hafan. 


PARK Independent 

Funeral Directors recently 
presented 120 chocolate 
selection boxes to children 
at Ty Hafan. 

Lyndsay Ellis, the funeral 
manager, was delighted with 
the response to his call to make 


Christmas more pleasant for 
the young patients. 

He said: “I love and enjoy 
taking part in our community 
activities and am so happy to be 
a part of the community Of 
Barry and The Vale. 

“We held a Christmas 
Memorial Service at King 


Square at the end of November 
which was well attended, 
bringing our community 
together to remember loved 
ones at this time of the year, 
and now, with the success of 
this Chocolate Selection Box 
Appeal, the community has 
united again.” 


PACT 


Penarth Computer Club: 

Dinner, chips (and chat!) 


meetings 

CADOC PACT, 
Palmerston 
Learning and 
Community Centre, 
Barry, January 12 
at 7pm. 

COURT PACT, 

Scout Hall, Illminster 
Street, Barry, January 13 
at 7.30pm. 

GIBBONSDOWN 
PACT, Communities 
First Office, Aberaeron 
Close, Barry, January 14 
at 10am. 

TWYN-YR-ODYN 

coffee and chat meeting, 
Horse and Jockey, 
January 11 at 11am. 

LLANTWIT 
MAJOR PACT, 
Llantwit Leisure Centre, 
January 11 at 7pm. 

COWBRIDGE 
PACT, Fire Station, 
Druids Green, January 
17 at 7pm. 

WENVOE 
Community Council 
meeting, Wenvoe 
Community Hall, 
January 18 at 7.30pm. 

LLANDOUGH 
PACT, Llandough 
Memorial Hall, January 
10 at 7pm. 


EVERY year the 
club has a 
Christmas dinner 
where members are 
encouraged to bring 
along their partners 
for a friendly social 
gathering. 

This year was no 
exception and in spite of 
ailments and inclement 
weather, 38 of us enjoyed 
a good meal and a fun 
evening. 

The chairman thanked 
everyone for coming and 
for the opportunity to 
meet the ‘other half’. 

In particular, he 
thanked Roy for all the 
hard work in preparation 
and management of the 
whole affair. 

After the traditional 
funny story, he wished 
everyone a Merry 
Christmas and reminded 
them of the Chips and 
Chat Night soon to fol¬ 
low. 

At the Chips night, 
one new member was 
pleasantly surprised to 
discover that the chips 
were of the potato variety 


and the chat was about 
things other than com¬ 
puters. 

Mike J conducted a 
light-hearted quiz. This 
time it was designed to 
prevent Steve using his 
encyclopaedic knowl¬ 
edge of music to win yet 
again. It didn’t work. 

It would appear that 
Steve knows a thing or 
two about other things as 
well, films in particular. 
No wonder members are 
quite keen to be on his 
team! 

The chairman con¬ 
ceals his inability to 
answer the questions by 
the devious ploy of col¬ 
lecting the fish and chips 
instead. He is, of course, 
quite capable of eating 
his fair share; possibly 
due to years of practice. 

He thanked Mike for 
the quiz and Nick for the 
hot drinks and wished 
one and all a Merry 
Christmas. 

He then reminded 
everyone of the annual 
general meeting in 
January and talked about 
the programme that 
needs to be settled at that 


time. 

Members were asked 
to let the committee 
know what topics they 
would like to have cov¬ 
ered in the meetings up to 
July. 

The topics could be 
mini master classes to do 
with one tiny feature of 
computing as a how-to- 
do-it session, or the illus¬ 
tration of broader areas 
of computing where it 
would be sufficient to 
register for future refer¬ 
ence that a computer is 
capable of doing some¬ 
thing. 

He stressed that there 
was scope for both types 
of evening and that the 
club was keen to meet the 
needs of its members. 

He pointed out that the 
notices for the AGM also 
contained a nomination 
form for the election of 
officers and committee 
and that they should be 
used to enable the posts 
of secretary and treasurer 
to be filled to ensure the 
continued smooth opera¬ 
tion of the club. 

Howard Desmond 


Roadworks 

report 

Footway restriction in 

place at Pontypridd 
Street, junction with 
Mount Pleasant, Barry. 
Temporary traffic con¬ 
trol: Colcot Road 

between Winston Road 
and Whitewell Road, 
Barry; 

Five Mile Lane, Barry 
near junction for 
Northcliffe Farm; 
Cowbridge Road, 

Bonvilston. 

Advanced warning: 
movement of an abnor¬ 
mal load, delays expect¬ 
ed - from Bridgend 
Industrial Estate to A48 
onto Cowbridge High 
Street onto A48 onto Five 
Mile Lane onto Port 
Road onto Barry Docks. 


Barry chorister hits high 
note with Postcode lottery! 


PENSIONER Anthony Bastick 
was “overwhelmed” when 
Welsh rugby legend Scott 
Quinnell knocked on his door 
and handed him a cheque from 
People’s Postcode lottery. 

Anthony, who sings with the City 
Voices Choir in Cardiff, won the 
£2,500 when his postcode, CF62 3EN 
in Rhoose, was drawn as a Welsh street 
prize winner. 

He said: “It was a tremendous sur¬ 
prise. I’ve never won anything in my 
life. It was wonderful to meet Scott 
Quinnell too.” 

Speaking before Christmas, 
Anthony was planning to share his 
windfall with his two daughters and 
four grandchildren: “They’ll all be get¬ 
ting a nice Christmas present this year 
and I’ll be able to give some money to 



charity as well,” he said. 

People’s Postcode lottery is 
Britain’s charity lottery. Players play 
with their postcodes to win cash prizes 
while raising money for good causes. 

For £10 a month, players are entered 
into five draws every month, each with 
a top prize of £30,000. Over 500 post¬ 
codes win prizes in every draw and 
there are around 2,000 winning tickets 
every week. 
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CRAFTS, A BRAN TUB, MULLED WINE AND 
BACON ROLLS AT PETERSTON’S MARKET! 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
IAN DIXON 


PETERSTON HALL COMMITTEE 
held its Christmas market on Saturday, 
December 11 with craft stalls, bran tub, 
games, mulled wine, plus bacon rolls and 
coffee to start the day. 

Entertainment came from Pontyclun Junior 
School Folk Dance Club, Peterston Primary 
Dance Ensemble and Choir, finising with car¬ 
ols from a group of choral villagers. 

The event was a great success, raising more 
than £1,800 which will pay for refurbishment 
of the hall. 




• Motability ^ ^j) ^ tSw** 


We are able to source all ex-motability vehicles including all makes & models. 


All vehicles are no more than 3 years old, Low mileage & full service history. 


1 


Why buy Ex-Motability'? 


1 # 


Full dealer serviced 

Only 3 years old flow mileage 

Fully valeted and inspected 

Competitive prices 

One owner cars 

Manual/Autos/Diesels/Petrol available. 

MOT'S 

Parts & Labour Warranty 
Choice of colours 

Over 500 vehicles available on demand 
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| NEWS FROM, THE BARRIVALE BRIDGE CLUB 

Party time for bridge club! 



ON AND OFF THE TURF 

with Brian Lee 


Evan’s Ffos 
Las double 


LLANCARFAN’S 
Evan Williams 
landed a double at 
Ffos Las last week 
with Oscar Gogo 
and Pilgreen. 

Oscar Gogo took the 
Ronald Jessett 85th 
Birthday Handicap 
Chase, and Pilgreen the 
Eileen Rees Birthday 
Maiden Hurdle. 

Eight-year-old Oscar 
Gogo, partnered by 
Adam Wedge, won by 
four lengths from the 
Tim Vaughan-trained 
Betabob, ridden by 
Michael Murphy, and the 
French bred five-year- 
old Pilgreen scored by 
two lengths from the 
favourite, Master Fiddle. 

Pilgreen was ridden 
by stable jockey Paul 
Moloney and Oscar 
Gogo’s rider Adam 
Wedge (21) is a graduate 
of the British Racing 
School. A former point- 
to-point rider, his claim 
to fame was in winning 
the £55,000 DBS Spring 
Sales Bumper for his for¬ 
mer boss Chris Bealby. 

Good news is that the 
Pentyrch Hunt point-to- 
point fixture at 
Bonvilston on April 23 


will stage a ladies’ open 
race which will qualify 
for the AGA Ladies’ 
Championship. 

AGA chief executive 
William McGrath said: 
“The championship 
offers a chance to cele¬ 
brate the achievements of 
women riders and we’re 
very excited to be 
involved. 

“This is a grass roots 
campaign for us. We esti¬ 
mate there are around 
400,000 owners of AGA 
and Rayburn cookers 
throughout the country 
and we’re confident 
we’ll see many of them at 
point-to-point meetings” 

Meanwhile, Connoly’s 
RED MILLS UK is to 
continue its support to 
the UK point-to-point 
scene. Again, this year 
there will be 20 qualifiers 
for the Intermediate 
point-to-point series and 
the National Champion 
Horse award for 2011. 

The final will take 
place at Cheltenham 
Racecourse on May 4. 

Send your news/views 
to Brian Lee at leebri- 
an@btinternet.com or 
phone him on 
02920736438. 


LATEST results 
from Barrivale are 
as follows: 

Tuesday, December 
14: First were Denis 
Mottram and Noelle 
Bond with 57.81 per 
cent. In second place 
were Irene Thomas and 
Graham Jones (57.29) 
and in third were Eileen 
Hughes and Carol James 
(56.77). Helen Jordan 
and Judith Owen won on 
handicap. 

The Barrivale 

Christmas party was held 
on Friday, December 10. 
The results of the 
evening’s individual 
bridge event was as fol¬ 
lows: Winners on scratch 


were Celia Thomas, 
Mick Green, Lyn 
Matthews and Alan 
Jones. 

Handicap winners 
were Betty Lewis, Huw 
Thomas, Vivien Liles 
and Hilary Laurence. 

Nearest to average 
score were Noelle Bond, 
Jane Brook, Helen 
Jordan and Tom 
Kendrick, and the prizes 
for a good effort went to 
Diana Kendrick, Carol 
James, Sean Macdougall 
and Maureen Charlton. 

New members are 
always welcome at 
Barrivale. For more 
information, telephone 
01446 733425. 


Table tennis club 
resumes after break 


THE Cardiff & District 
Table Tennis League’s 
Community Club, 
which meets every 
Friday from 7pm-9pm 
in the Upper Hall of 
the Welsh Institute of 
Sport, Sophia Gardens, 
Cardiff, resumes on 
Friday, January 7 and 
invites youngsters and 
adults of all ages and 
abilities to come along 
for a game of table ten¬ 
nis with players of their 
own ability. 

Bats, balls and some 
coaching are provided 


free of charge. There is 
no joining fee and no 
obligation to come reg¬ 
ularly, but players are 
required to pay a sub¬ 
scription of £2 per 
evening. 

We use 16 table ten¬ 
nis tables, so there is 
room for all! 

For more details, 
telephone 01446 
412352 or roygib- 
son@ntlworld.com or 
visit the website 
www. cardifftt. org. uk 

ROY GIBSON 



G 

QUALITY 
BRANDED 
PART 
WORN 
TYRES IN 
STOCK 




13" £12.50(4 for £40 

14" £15 (4 for £50 

15716" £17.50(4 for £60 
17718" £20 (4 for £70 

All prices Include fitting and balancing 


OPENING HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-6PM 

Dock View Road, Barry CF63 4JP 

Tel 01446 732699 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 



End of season kart 
championships are 
highly competitive 


LLANDOW Kart 
Club’s 2010 season 
finished a little 
later than planned 
with the popular 
Celtic 

Championships, 
ensuring a third 
highly-charged 
meeting in succes¬ 
sion. 

Postponed from its 
original date by the first 
‘big freeze’ of the south 
Wales winter, the cham¬ 
pionships finally took 
place on Sunday, 
December 12 during a 
brief break in the weath¬ 
er. Seven classes pro¬ 
duced 58 hardy competi¬ 
tors, each getting a qual¬ 
ifying session, heat and 
pre-final before the tro¬ 
phies were decided in 
the main events of the 
day. 

The smallest field of 
the day got things under 
way and, without his 
season-long rivals, 
Honda Junior proved to 
be something of a stroll 
for Welsh champion 
Lloyd Sealy, who went 
fastest in qualifying and 
reeled off three race 
wins to claim a title dou¬ 
ble. 

The rapidly improv¬ 
ing Monty Gorridge 
claimed second each 
time out, with fellow 
novice Jack Hixon gain¬ 
ing valuable track time 
as the third and final 
runner. 

A 13-kart group, fea¬ 
turing a mix of new and 
familiar names, com¬ 
bined to form the Cadet 
class, with the outcome 
of each session closely 
fought. Fletcher 
Trueman’s Honda Cadet 
topped the lone qualify¬ 
ing session from leading 
Comer runner James 
Small, but it was Small 
who drew first blood 
when racing began, win¬ 
ning the heat from Ryan 
Edwards and Ross 
Thomas. 

Small also won the 
pre-final, from Brandon 
Patrick and Edwards, 
but it was the latter who 
came good when it mat¬ 
tered, beating Patrick by 
just over a second to 
claim the Celtic title. 
Small was again the best 
Comer runner, claiming 
third overall. 

The biggest grid of 
the day was provided by 
a mixed Junior 
TKM/Minimax field, 
with 16 drivers weighted 
slightly more heavily in 
favour of the former. 
Niall Williams (TKM 2- 
Stroke) claimed qualify¬ 
ing honours, ahead of 
Ben Davies and James 
Moorcroft (both 
Minimax), but it was 
Minimax that took the 
first race win, with 
Morgan Rose heading 
TKM stalwarts 
Sebastian Hutchinson 
and Josh Codings across 
the line. 

Hutchinson would go 
on to make a habit of 
coming second, finish¬ 
ing as runner-up in both 



Chris Davis claimed three race wins en route 
to the Senior Rotax Celtic Championship title. 


the pre-final and final, 
as Welsh TKM 4-stroke 
champion Andrew 
Davies came through to 
claim victory on each 
occasion. While 
Codings was third on 
the road in the pre-final, 
he was an early retire¬ 
ment in the main event - 
along with Rose and 
Moorcroft - allowing 
TKM runner Zach Jones 
to complete the podium. 

Ben Davies took 
Minimax honours, ahead 
of category debut - and 
new LKC Cadet champi¬ 
on - Harry Williams. 

Four drivers braved 
the elements in Senior 
Honda and, in the 
absence of Dragon 
Challenge champion 
Ferdinand Bad, top spot 
was fought over by 
Welsh champion Simon 
Evans and seasoned 
returnee Chris 
Lipscombe. 

Evans topped qualify¬ 
ing before Lipscombe 
emerged on top of a heat 
that also saw veteran 
Paul Saunders ahead of 
the ‘C’ plate, but order 
was restored thereafter, 
with the Welsh champi¬ 
on winning both the pre¬ 
final and final by small 
margins. Lipscombe was 
second on both occa¬ 
sions, with Saunders and 
Nick Turley completing 
the field. 

Having been thwarted 
in his bid to win the 
combined 

TKM/Minimax final, 
Codings was not to be 
denied in Junior Rotax, 
sweeping the board each 
time the field ventured 
out. Comfortably fastest 
in qualifying, he went 
on to win the heat, pre¬ 
final and final to claim 
the coveted ‘CC’ plate, 
while the order behind 
him changed with each 
race. 

Macaulay Austin was 
the most consistent chal¬ 
lenger, appearing in the 
top three in every out¬ 
ing, but he had to settle 
for second in the main 
event. Robbie Gallier, 
Ryan Wheeler and JJ 
Wilson ad suggested 
that they may be con¬ 
tenders but, ultimately, it 
was Josh Gray who 
ended the day on the 
podium. 

Senior Max rounded 
out proceedings with 
another strong field, but 
it proved to be the 
domain of Chris Davis 
once racing began. 
Buoyed by recent strong 
results, Liam Revell 
opened up on top in 


qualifying, but had to 
watch as Davis went on 
to win the three rounds 
and, with it, the Celtic 
crown as the pair 
crossed the line just 
0.13secs apart in the 
final. 

After top three 
cameos from Richard 
Raymond and Dilip 
Singh in the build-up, it 
was Dean Arthur who 
came through to com¬ 
plete the podium in the 
main event, with Simon 
Wheeler taking 177 cat¬ 
egory honours after 
Nigel Hughes, Dan 
Orlandea and class stal¬ 
wart Wayne Stone each 
took turns topping the 
order during the day. 

With competition 
over for the season, the 
club will enjoy the 
Christmas and New Year 


festivities before kicking 
off 2011 with the annual 
dinner and awards cere¬ 
mony. 

RESULTS 
JUNIOR HONDA: 1, 

Lloyd Sealy; 2, Monty 
Gorridge; 3, Jack Hixon. 
HONDA CADET: 1, 
Ryan Edwards; 2, 
Brandon Patrick; 3, Alex 
Rees. 

HONDA CADET: 1, 

James Small; 2, Edward 
Tansley; 3, Lucas 
Wynne. 

JUNIOR TKM 2- 
STROKE: 1, Sebastian 
Hutchinson; 2, Zach 
Jones; 3, William Shaw. 
JUNIOR TKM 4- 
STROKE: 1, Andrew 
Davies; 2, Alex Thomas; 
3, Ryan Jones. 
MINIMAX: 1, Ben 
Davies; 2, Harry 
Williams; 3, Ross Chell. 
SENIOR HONDA: 1, 
Simon Evans; 2, Chris 
Lipscombe; 3, Paul 
Saunders. 

JUNIOR ROTAX: 1, 

Josh Collings; 2, 
Macaulay Austin; 3, 

Josh Gray. 

SENIOR ROTAX: 1, 
Chris Davis; 2, Liam 
Revell; 3, Dean Arthur. 
ROTAX 177: 1, Simon 
Wheeler; 2, Wayne 
Stone; 3, Dan Orlandea. 
Report: Craig 
Llewellyn 

Photo: Hardy Rodde 
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• House Removal Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Focus, Fiesta 
Zafiras, Focus 

Estates) 

• People Carriers* 

(VWTourans, 

VW Shuttle, Mercedes Travel Liners, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Tippers 

• VW Transporters 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 

- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available 

• CDW (Collision Damage 

Waiver) from £10 per day 

• Full European Use 
(special conditions 
apply) 

• Full AA Cover 

hire@wickvanhire.co.uk 

TOST 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £30.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 
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Christmas comes early for 
Glamorgan Farmers’ golf 
after good performances 



CHRISTMAS came 
early for a group of 
members of the 
Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 

Society when their 
performances on 
the course were 
rewarded with 

superb John Lewis 
Christmas hampers. 

Llantwit Major farmer 
Brian Jones, playing on 
his home course at RAF 
St Athan, proudly took 
home to devoted wife 
Diana seasonal goods 
worth £100 after finish¬ 
ing in first place with 33 
stableford points, in the 
annual Christmas compe¬ 
tition organised by the 
society. 

Runner-up with 32 
points, to secure a ham¬ 
per worth £85 for besot¬ 
ted wife Lynda, was jubi¬ 
lant Mike Lee, while in 
form Trevor Wooding, 
who had not played since 
winning the previous 
month’s competition, fin¬ 


ished third with 30 points 
to secure a hamper worth 
£65 for long-suffering 
wife Pamela. 

Neil McLean, with 29 
points finished fourth 
and Tim Jarvis finished 
fifth with 28 points, just 
ahead of Keith 
James,who was delighted 
to finish his round with 
his brand new replace¬ 
ment ball, following his 
sad loss last month. 

GOLDEN 

OLDIES! 

IN keeping with the 
seasonal spirit, addi¬ 
tional prizes were pre¬ 
sented to those in spe¬ 
cial age categories. 

The over 80s members 
of the society included 
Raymond Thomas, 
Gwyn Evans, David 
Thomas and also society 
captain Gino Cocco. 

Unfortunately for 
Gwyn and David the 
temptation of retiring to 
the club house when 
reaching the half way 
stage proved too tempt¬ 


ing, leaving just 
Raymond and Gino to 
compete for a traditional 
M & S Mature Christmas 
pudding, which Gino 
eventually won. 

In the over-70s sec¬ 
tion, the members were 
delighted to welcome 
back after a short 
absence Willie Morgan, 
but in this group of sea¬ 
soned golfers it was Ray 
Howells who took the 
honours just seeing off 
the challenge of Keith 
Walker. 

Nearest the pin on the 
par three holes were 
Brian Jones, Mike Lee, 
Tony McCarthy and also 
Griff Morgan, whose 
form is showing signs of 
improving now that he 
has finally come to terms 
with paying for a new set 
of clubs. 

Rees Roberts was a 
surprise winner of the 
‘James Hog Roasts’ 
longest drive competi¬ 
tion, while Lyn ‘Pinetree’ 
Thomas returned home 
with the ‘Premier Turf’ 


sponsored bottle of 
whisky, when correctly 
guessing 37 balls would 
fail to return home, real¬ 
ising £85 for the Llantwit 
Major Lifeguards 

Association. 

Mention must be made 
of the excellent condition 
of this testing nine-hole 
course and also for the 
superb evening meal 
served to the members by 
new caterer Leanne and 
her accommodating staff. 

The society’s next 
meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, January 27, at 
Dewstow Golf Club, to 
be sponsored by 
Llanharan Concrete 
Company Ltd. 

Finally, captain Gino 
and officers and mem¬ 
bers of The Glamorgan 
Farmers Golf Society 
wish GEM golfers 
throughout the Vale a 
very Happy and Blessed 
Christmas and New Year. 

T.McC 


Christmas carollers entertain 
the residents of Rhoose Point! 



ON Christmas 
morning, a group 
of neighbours on 
the Rhoose Point 
estate dressed up 
once again in all 
sorts of Christmas 
attire and walked 
around the estate 
singing Christmas 
Carols and bring¬ 
ing some hilarity. 

The group called 
on specific friends, 
collecting donations 
for Ty Hafan. 

Christine Jakeway 
said: “This year, we 
braved the icy condi¬ 
tions and raised £70 
through friends’ gen¬ 
erosity.” 



Spinning a yarn 

THE Glamorgan Guild of Weavers, 
Spinners and Dyers meets on Saturday, 
January 15, at 10am—4pm when Andrew 
Johnson will show how to spin different 
types of art yarns, at the Scout Hall, Dinas 
Powys. 

For further details, call Kirsten Gable on 
01443 650336 or email kirstengable@hot- 


mail.com. 

History lecture 

COWBRIDGE and District Local History 
Society holds its next lecture on Friday, 
January 7, at 7.30pm in the Lesser Hall of 
the Town Hall, Cowbridge. 

Leekes - The Ironmonger’s Tale will be 
told by Victoria and Stuart Price. All are wel¬ 
come. 


OOOO0OOQOOOO 
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HURRY AND GET DOWN TO RENAULT RETAIL WHILE STOCKS LAST! 

Reserve online at www renaultrBtail.ro.uk/sale 
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Rtnitft M«gant Covpe L5 0Q1C6 Dyoamique * low Mi** ' 

WAS £18990 SAVING £6991 " 

—A SERVICE 

only INCLUDING AN MOT 

£19 95 tST & 1YEAR M C0VER 

INCLUDES FREE VALUE £ 129 

BRAKE INSPECTION AND WINTER KIT FHOV OKLT Mi ■ ■■ WB 


RESERVE YOUR CAR ONLINE ■ WE WILL ALSO DELIVER 


RENAULT CARDIFF 

Penarth Road, Cardiff CF11 8UU 

Call 0292 148 0099 
vvvvw.renaultretail.co.uk/sale 

OfBtrus Do* urti Tu-atej 2411 OttSfteL Ctofd Hfw ten Djj inti SmOij intarY 2011 
































Thursday, January 6th, 2011 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 29 


New Broad Street Motors Ltd 


Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AJ. Est.1979 






tmulll 


pK 


^09 59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 (60ps) Style 5-dr ^ 
Hatchback. In moondust silver with blue 
Syracuse interior, radio CD with aux input, 
power steering, body coloured bumpers, immo¬ 
biliser, one owner, only 3,360 miles . . .£7,995 


55 FORDMondeo 2.2 TDCi 155 (SIV) ST 
5-dr Hatchback. In stardust silver with 
black leather interior, multi CD, black alloy 
wheels, ESP, sports heated seats, alarm, 
only 62,860 miles . £7,495 


57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M:Play 3-drl 

Hatchback. In flamenco red with Talucan black I 
interior, air con, CD with aux input, front fogs, I 
immobiliser, only 41,980 miles. £5,995 | 


55 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.01 12v Life! 

3-dr Hatchback. In purple spell with Orleans I 
charcoal interior, CD, power steering, I 
immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, only I 
29,820 miles. £3,695 f 


07 LANDROVER Range Rover Sport 2.7 TD V6 HSE 5-dr Station Wagon Automatic. In Stornaway 
grey with black leather interior, climate control, cruise control, privacy glass heated front screen, only 

29,500 miles.£31,995 

07 KIA Sorento 2.5 CRDi XE Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon in quartz grey/purple with grey interior, 
air con, CD, roof rails, four wheel drive, service history, only 36,500 miles. £12,995 

55 BMW X5 3.0D Sport Exclusive Edition 5-dr Station Wagon Automatic. In carbon black Ecru indi¬ 
vidual Nappa leather interior, aluminium running boards, heated seats, multi CD, sat nav, Bluetooth 

phone prep, only 59,000 miles.£19,995 

05 NISSAN X-Trail 2.2DCi 136 Sport 5-dr Station Wagon. In Merlot Red with Warp grey interior, front 

fog lights, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, immobiliser, only 35,000 miles. £8,995 

04 AUDI TT Coupe 3.2 V6 3-dr Coupe Quattro. In dolemite grey with grey leather interior, climate con¬ 
trol, traction control system, multi CD, BOSE sound system, only 35,040 miles.£9,995 

53 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 3.2 R32 3-dr Hatchback. In diamond Black with black leather interior, electric 
sunroof, cruise control, 18” alloy wheels, metallic paint, climate control, service history, only 63,000 

miles.£8,995 

02 AUDITT Roadster 1.8 T (225) 2-dr Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, six CD chang¬ 
er, BOSE sound system, 17” alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles. £9,995 

07 BMW X3 2.5si SE Automatic in platinum bronze metallic with sand beige leather interior, aluminum 

running boards, cd, front and rear parking sensors, heated seats, only 33,160 miles.£18,995 

07 BMW 520d 2.0TD SE in monaco blue with dekota black leather interior, rear parking sensors, blue¬ 
tooth phone prep, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, automatic air con, only 52,180 miles ..£12,995 

56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 
climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers.£9,995 

55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-dr Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with beige leather 

interior, cruise control, sat nav system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 7,220 miles. £POA 

03 BMW 3.0 330 Ci convertible. In topaz blue with montana grey leather, rear parking sensors, multi 

cd, alloy wheels, heated seats, only 55,200 miles. £9,495 

52 MERCEDES Benz CLK 2.6 240 Avantgarde 2-dr Coupe. In Tanzanite blue with alpaca grey 
leather interior, luxury climate control, Parktronic sensors, cruise control, service history, only 73,400 

miles.£7,495 

02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 
interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles. £4,995 

51 MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 Cl 80 Sport Coupe in brilliant silver met with Ascot interior, dual 
zone climate control, cruise control, auto lights, cd, alloy wheels, only 70,647 miles. £4,995 


SPORTS 


59 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 16v Turbo SRi (Nav) In lightning silver metallic with Vitesse interior, full 
colour navigation, alloy wheels, climate control, cruise control, phone prep, only 14,500 miles.£13,995 
09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles.£13,495 

57 MINI Cooper 1.6 (120) Chilli Pack 3-dr Hatchback. In pepper white with carbon black half leather 
interior, panoramic roof, air con, CD, rear parking sensors, service history, only 56,000 miles. ...£9,995 
07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESP, only 38,598 miles. £11,995 

07 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4i 16v sport 2-dr cabriolet in air blue with charcoal alpha interior, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, cd, front fogs, only 48,730 miles.£6,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles. £9,995 

56 HONDA Civic 1.8i V-tecType-S 3-dr Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede interior, 

climate control, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles. £8,995 

55 MAZDA MX-5 2.0i Sport 2-Dr Convertible In Winning blue with black leather interior, multi CD, air 

con, heated seats, alloy wheels, body coloured bumpers, only 36,900 miles. £7,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT136 Privilege 2-dr Coupe Cabriolet. In metallic gold with magnolia leather 

interior, luxury pack, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, panoramic roof, only 9,250 mis. £6,995 

55 FORD Mondeo 2.2 TDCi 155 (SIV) ST 5-dr Hatchback. In stardust silver with black leather interi¬ 
or, multi CD, black alloy wheels, ESP, sports heated seats, alarm, only 62,860 miles. £7,495 

55 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 HDi 110 Sport 5-dr hatchback in flamenco red with black Merlin interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, CD, body coloured bumpers, only 50,600 miles. £4,995 

55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles.£4,995 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 TDi (lOOps) Sport 5-dr in rosewood red pearlescent with scala sports 

interior, alloy wheels, air con, body coloured bumpers, cd, only 59,790 miles. £4,995 

04 BMW 3 Series 2.0 TD 320CD Sport 2-dr coupe in orient blue with beige leather interior, sat nav, 

wood trim, TV automatic air con, MV2 alloy wheels, onlt 93,440 miles. £8,995 

04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 

chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles. £6,995 

54 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,495 

53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-dr Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 

coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles. £3,995 

G BMW 3 Series 320i 2.0 2-dr Convertible. In silver with black leather interior, headlamp cleaning sys¬ 
tem, M-Technic steering wheel, wood effect trim, electric windows, front fog lights, alloy wheels, only 
68,140 miles.£4,995 


FAMILY 


59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 (60ps) Style 5-dr Hatchback. In moondust silver with blue Syracuse interior, 
radio CD with aux input, power steering, body coloured bumpers, immobiliser, one owner, only 3,360 

miles.£7,995 

09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 75 Verve 5-dr Hatchback. In onyx black with black interior, alloy wheels, air con, 

body coloured bumpers, front fog lights, only 8,890 miles. £7,995 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles. £7,995 

57 SEAT Altea XL 1.9 TDi Stylance in metallic ruby red with stylance grey interior, rear parking sen¬ 
sors, cd, climate control, cruise control, aux input, only 49,100 miles. £8,495 

57 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6i 16v Life (a/c) 5-dr MPV. In metallic silver with alpha black interior, 
air con, CD, body coloured bumpers, ISOFIX anchorage points, seven seats, service history, only 

33,265 miles.£6,795 

57 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 16v Breeze 5-dr MPV. In Black sapphire with charcoal interior, reversing 

sensors, CD, air con, privacy glass, only 23,580 miles. £6,495 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style 5-Door Hatchback. In moondust silver with Kyoto Ebony interior, CD, elec¬ 
tric front windows, body coloured bumpers, power steering, only 25,480 miles. £5,495 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles. £6,495 

56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVT Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In quartz with laser charcoal interior, air 

con, CD, colour coded bumpers, front fogs, only 32,000 miles.£5,495 

06 MAZDA 6 2.0TFTS2 (143 bhp) 5-dr hatchback in Pacific blue with black sports interior, multi CD, 

Bose sound system, cruise conrol, climate control, only 73,000 miles.£5,495 

06 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi S Line. In brilliant red with black mondial interior, climate control, aluminium trim 

strips, multi CD, 18” alloy wheels, service history, only 73,400 miles. £10,995 

54 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition 3-dr Hatchback. In black with charcoal interior, CD, front fogs, climate 

control, alloy wheels, one owner only 60,300 miles. £6,995 

05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, only 55,130 miles. £5,995 

54 CITROEN C3 stop&start 1.4 5-dr Automatic Hatchback. In silver with blue velour interior, air con, 

cd, alloy wheels, only 29,920 miles. £3,695 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 
gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles. £5,995 


SMALL 


59 FORD Fiesta 1.6Titanium 3-dr Hatchback. In tango red with ebony black interior, rear parking sen¬ 
sors, quick clear front screen, Bluetooth phone prep, air con, privacy glass, only 5,720 miles. .£10,495 
58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr Hatchback. In mighty blue with grey interior, air con, central lock¬ 
ing, CD, front electric windows, ISOFIX, only 26,560 miles. £3,995 

58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles. £7,995 

58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0SE+ 5-dr Hatchback. In poly silver with blue/black interior, air con, central 

locking, CD, colour coded bumpers, power steering, only 26,750 miles. £3,995 

08 MAZDA 2 1.3TS 3-Dr Hatchback, in icy blue with charcoal black interior, electric mirrors, front elec¬ 
tric windows, power steering, CD, service history, only 29,800 miles. £6,795 

08 CITROEN Cl I.Oi Rhythm 5-dr Hatchback in Caldera black with black interior, electric front win¬ 
dows, p/steering, CD, centre rear seat belt, 1 owner, £35 a year road tax, only 18,100 miles. £5,495 

08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles. £4,495 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M:Play 3-dr Hatchback. In flamenco red with Talucan black interior, air con, CD 
with aux input, front fogs, immobiliser, only 41,980 miles. £5,995 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TD Studio 3-dr hatchback in moondust silver with intro midnight cloth interior, 

power steering, colour coded bumpers, CD, £30 a year road tax, low mileage. £3,995 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v life (a/c) 3-dr hatchback easy tronic. In metro blue with punch cloth 
charcoal interior, electric mirrors, air con, immobiliser, service history, only 17,900 miles. £5,495 

56 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Climate 3-dr Hatchback. In tonic blue with Tungsten Denim blue interior, 

alloy wheels, air con, electric front windows, power steering, only 46,000 miles. £4,995 

56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 16v Sport 3-dr Hatchback in metallic silver with charcoal interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, multi cd, body coloured bumpers, only 31,600 miles.£4,995 

55 VAUXHALL Corsa I.Oi 12v Life 3-dr Hatchback. In purple spell with Orleans charcoal interior, CD, 

power steering, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, only 29,820 miles. £3,695 

54 MINI 1.6 Cooper (Pepper pack) 3-dr Hatchback. In purple with white roof, black interior, 8 spoke 

alloy wheels, a/c, cd, front fogs, e/front windows, only 39,760 miles. £6,995 

54 FIAT Punto 1.2 8v 3-dr hatchback. In crystal green with grey tek interior, electric front windows, 

power steering, colour coded bumpers, only 34,500 miles. £2,995 

04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, CD, only 40,955 miles. £3,495 

53 MINI One 1.6 3-dr hatchback in indie blue with anthracite/panther black interior, alloy wheels, 

chrome mirror caps, electric panoramic glass r oof, only 71,000 miles.£5,995 

53 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 HDi 90D Turbo (a/c) 3-dr Hatchback. In light metallic blue with black interior, 
electric sliding sunroof, air con, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 50,780 miles. £3,495 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymraeg Ar Gael 

bl4M6 7*044 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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04 Land Rover Freelander 
2.0 TD4 'S' 5-dr Auto 



In black, 72,000 miles, 
diesel 4x4 

£6,995 


03 Porsche Cayenne 'S' 
Tiptronic 4.5 



Silver with black leather, 
32,000 miles, just serviced 
by main dealer. 

£19,995 


57 Audi A4 2.0 TDi 
Convertible Auto 





In met red with beige leather 
seats, one owner, 
fantastic value at £11,995 



In gunmetal grey, air con, 
abs, multiple airbags, alloy 
wheels, parking sensors, 
Leather upholstery, pas. 

£9,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


02 PORSCHE 911 Carrera 4S Tiptronic. Silver w/black leather, 65,000 miles, just serviced Porsche Cardiff. £23,995 
58 JAGUAR X-Type 2.2 Diesel ‘S’ Estate in black with half leather trim, 24,000 miles, superb throughout . £13,995 
57 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi Convertible Automatic. In met red with beige leather seats, one owner, fantastic value at .. £11,995 

57 MAZDA MX5 2.0 Sports. In met blue with black leather heated seats, 12,000 miles, 1 owner.£11,995 

04 MERCEDES CLK 240 Convertible Auto. In black with black leather trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded alloys £11,995 

04 AUDI A4 2.5TDi Auto Convertible. In silver with black leather, 71,000 miles, sat nav etc.£10,995 

05 MERCEDES C220Di Avant Garde SE Auto in met blue with black leather, 55,000 mile diesel.£9,995 

07 MERCEDES C220 CDi Avantgarde Automatic. In silver, 1 owner, fsh. FANTASTIC VALUE AT £8,995 

02 MERCEDES SLK 230 Auto in silver with black leather heated seats, 55,000 miles.£7,995 

54 HONDA Civic Type R 3-dr. In black, 44,000 miles, local car with a/c, alloys. SUPERB VALUE AT £6,995 

04 LAND ROVER Freelander 2.0 TD4 ‘S’ 5-dr Automatic. In black, 72,000 mile diesel 4x4.£6,995 

02 MITSUBISHI Shogun 3.2 TD Equippe 5-dr in silver, ideal diesel 4x4.£6,995 

06 FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

06 TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner, sports coupe at.£5,995 

03 MERCEDES C220Di Avant Garde SE Auto in black, 78,000 miles, diesel economy at.£5,995 

55 FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In red with black/red half leather trim, 50,000 miles, a/c.£5,695 

54 MAZDA RX8 192PS. In black, 60,000 miles, stylish 4-dr coupe. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

02 MERCEDES Cl80 Elegance Auto. In met-silver birch, 63,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

51 TOYOTA Rav 4 2.0 GX 5-dr in silver, 80,000 miles, nice size 4x4 at.£4,995 

02 LEXUS GS300 SE Navigator. Burgundy met, light grey leather, 75,000 miles FANTASTIC VALUE REDUCED TO£4,695 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


09 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In black, 19,000 miles with sports pack and a/c.£8,995 

59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 5-dr (new shape) met blue, 500 miles only. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £7,995 

07 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 T Spirit. Leather, air con, etc, gunmetal grey met.£7,995 

10 CHEVROLET Aveo 1.4 LT 5-dr Auto. In red, 4,000 miles, fantastic value at.£6,995 

07 PEUGEOT 207 1.6TD Sport Estate. In silver, 58,000 miles, panoramic roof, low road tax diesel.£6,995 

07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTi Dynamic. In met grey, 10,000 miles, 1 owner .... REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 

07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamic Auto In met-burgundy, superb example with only 25,000 miles .£5,995 

56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club 7 seater. Black, economical people carrier REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

06 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 T-Spirit 5-dr Automatic. In light met grey, 28,000 miles with A/C, alloys.£5,995 

08 FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr. In black, 34,000 miles with a/c, alloys, etc.£5,695 

58 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SXi Estate Auto. In Met Blue, 9,000 miles, under manufacturers warranty .... £5,495 

56 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

06 SKODA Fabia Ambiente 16v 5-dr. In met gold, 25,000 miles, local car with a/c etc .£4,995 

06 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. Silver, 46,000 miles, 7 seater. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc.£4,995 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-dr Automatic. In met black, 53,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

06 NISSAN Note 1.4 SE. In electric blue, 46,000 miles, 2 owners, excellent throughout.£4,995 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. In black metallic, 33,000 miles with panoramic roof etc.£4,995 

06 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-dr. In met blue, 44,000 miles, ideal family hatch with a/c, cd.£4,995 

06 CITROEN Picasso 2.0 Desire Auto. Blue, low mileage, very desirable car, 38,867 miles.£4,795 

57 SMART Four Two 1.0 Passion Automatic (New Model). In silver with cd, a/c, alloys, £30 road tax.£4,695 

56 SMART Four Two 700 Passion Automatic Convertible. Silver with black leather, heated seats, a/c . . £4,695 

05 ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 Lusso 3-dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, a/c, alloys. . . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £3,495 

03 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 CDX 5-dr Auto in jade met, 39,000 miles, 2 owners.£3,995 

07 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE. In silver, low mileage example with low running costs.£3,695 

05 CITROEN C2 1.1 Design 3-dr in silver, 37,000 miles, low insurance.£3,695 

05 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTT Expression. In met-red, 60,000 miles, 2 owners, only.£3,695 

55 CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 SXi 3-dr. In black, 39,000 miles with a/c, CD, alloys . . . REDUCED BY £300TO £2,995 

06 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.2 C2i 3-dr. Light met-blue, 1 owner, CD, e/w, c/I. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £2,995 

04 FORD Focus 1.4LX 3-dr in met grey, 65.000 miles, low insurance.£2,995 

04 ALFA Romeo 147 1.6 Lusso 5-dr. In silver, italian flair + style at only.£2,995 

53 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2SXi. Met green, a/c, elec windows, very attractive car.£2,995 

03 ROVER 75 1.8T Connoisseur Automatic. In met gold, 41,000 miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

02 ROVER 75 2.0 V6 Connoisseur SE. In light gold met with full leather trim, 48,000 miles, 1 lady owner . . £2,995 

54 ROVER 45 1.6 Club in silver, 36,000 mile example with heated seats, cd . . . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £2,695 

04 RENAULT Clio Authentique. In black, 73,935 miles, c/I, e/w, c/d.£2,695 

51 FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia 4-dr. In met black, 75,000 miles, 1 owner example with A/C etc.£2,695 


06 Ford Focus 
1.6LX 5-dr 



In met blue, 44,000 miles, 
ideal family hatch with a/c, cd 

£4,995 


07 Renault Scenic 
1.6 VVTi Dynamic 


In met-grey, only 10,000 
miles, 1 owner 

REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 


57 Smart Four two 
1.0 Passion Auto 



(New Model) 

In silver with cd, a/c, alloys, 
£30 road tax £4,695 


54 Honda Civic 
Type R 3-dr. 



In black. 44,000 miles. 
Local car with a/c, alloys. 

SUPERB VALUE AT £6,995 


Br ° a B d ar S r , y reet ' 01446 722600 S9 0 

(Next to Barry train Station) W ■ * A A WWW WARRANTIES |£JI 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AIL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE ■ ■_ 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk I HrvH i flra 
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WITH OVER 100 VEHICLES AVAILABLE OVER 2 SITES 

WE'VE GOT SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
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i^SDQs 

OF BRIDGEND 

01656 650446 

Soirti «0. (mndgi 19, Sr*g«ne CTJ1 Ml 

bridgend<a)gllls4<ars.<om 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

WwWoy? 9<Kn-6pm 
S<ili»do^ 9am-5p»ii 
Sunday* 10 .10nrn-4pm 


<^UJUw 

OF MAESTEG 

01656 733149 
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Pushing the button on 
Britain’s Big Car Sale 



08/0- P EUGEOT 206 2.0 
■ DIESEL 
SDR 


SAVE 

£500 


10/60 PEUGEOT 407 
SR HDI 
110 




FROM 


£14968 

AiWVmI (TKT 


SAVF 

£6967 


Britan’s big car sale ts now on, every sngle car Is reduced In this oi# biggest ever sale 

Huge Savings on every car! 

The cyear. Sale event i$ row on we are signhcantiy reducing the cost of a* our used car 
stoc* ri this ocr biggest ever car sate, a* prices hard to find elsewhere in the cojrLry 

/Over 6000 cars In group slock. /Low Rale finance. 
/Cash back for your old car. 


Visit www.lookers.co.uk for our full Sale stocklist 


10/60 CITROEN Cl 
. VTR 50R 

:-Rrc 



08/06 FIAT PUNTO L2 
ACTIVE 
3DR 



WAS £5495 


£4995 


SAVE 

£1500 


KVTO PEUGEOT soon 
HDI 



FROM 


£14988 

A£aA£T COST **-€)« HEW 


SAVE 

E56T7 


10/10 PEUGEOT 207 S 
1.4 SDR 


SAVE 

£4083 



FROM 


a6axSTCOST ‘M-CH MEW 


Lookers 

Customers for Life 


LOOK ms ALTA ROMEO A FtOQCOT 

CslArta <UwjaOWN>mw!IM 
r**k*\ oir u«t wsm crjTMf 


LOOKER* CmOCN A PfLOtOT ICVWOKT 

M >*fU 

KM*n, W6 'Aim N FINOS 


TEL: 0844 539 1515 


TEL: 0844 539 1516 


ciTnoCn 
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BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 
MIX WITH THE ELITE 
OF WELSH RUGBY 


South Wales Regional Schools cross¬ 
country championships at TVelai Park 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic, like most 
of the teams in the 
Welsh Swalec 
League, has suf¬ 
fered at the hands of 
the recent poor 
weather, and the 
autumn interna¬ 
tionals. 

The last league fix¬ 
tures for both the First 
and Second XVs was on 
November 20. 

The First XV had an 
excellent 26-23 away 
win at Corns and the 
Second XV enjoyed a 
31-19 home win against 
Rhiwbina. 

The only game possi¬ 
ble in December was a 
first round Swalec Cup 
tie in which the Athletic 
defeated high riding 
Division One East side 
Gilfach Goch by 18-12. 

This set up a lucrative 
home tie on January 29 
with Premiership leaders 
Pontypridd. 

The Swalec Cup has 
afforded the Athletic the 
chance to mix with the 
big boys of Welsh rugby. 
They have played 
Swansea home and away, 
Cardiff and Newport 
away and claimed the 
scalp of former leading 
side Newbridge at home. 

The Athletic also 
played Maesteg away 
when they were still a 
Premiership club. 

They have played 
Llanelli away in a friend¬ 
ly - so in their short his¬ 
tory have mixed with the 
elite of Welsh rugby - 


Neath being the only 
exception. 

In the league, they 
have played 10 games 
this season winning four, 
drawing two, and losing 
four. They have 233 
points for and 238 
against - with 25 tries for 
and 24 against. 

Outside half Steven 
Lewis is the leading 
points scorer with 52 
points, followed by 
scrum half Tom Davies 
on 43. 

Wing Lloyd 

Pemberton is the leading 
try scorer with six, fol¬ 
lowed by centre Robert 
Coles on four and two 
tries apiece for scrum 
half Aled Thomas, out¬ 
side half Lewis and wing 
Lyndsey McCausland. 

Dan and Rod Apsee, 
Wayne Lookes and cap¬ 
tain Sean Williams have 
played in all 10 league 
games, while Simon 
Mustoe and Aled 
Thomas have only 
missed one league game. 

In all, 34 players have 
made a first XV appear¬ 
ance this season. 

Lixture secretary 
Keith Thomas is looking 
to rearrange the two 
home postponed games 
against Bonymaen and 
Whitland and the away 
game at Maesteg. 

Hopefully, the league 
fixtures will resume this 
Saturday, January 8, 
away at Carmarthen 
Athletic - followed on 
January 15 by a local 
derby at home to 
Bridgend Ravens. 


Tondu under-14s’ 
game hinges on 
very last kick 


TONDU under-14s 
faced a tough game 
at Tonmawr. 

It was Tonmawr who 
scored first, after the ball 
was turned over in mid- 
field, resulting in an 
overlap for the Tonmawr 
centre who ran in from 
50 metres. The try was 
converted. 

Tondu pressure was 
finally rewarded when 
Rhydian Davies put over 
a penalty kick from the 
22, and they continued to 
press and were awarded 
with another penalty, 
again kicked by Rhydian 
Jenkins. 

Tondu got their noses 
in front from another 
well-taken penalty kick 
by Rhydian, but 
Tonmawr were soon 
back in front when their 
impressive centre ghost¬ 
ed through the corner¬ 
flagging Tondu defence 


to touchdown at the cor¬ 
ner. 

Tondu were soon back 
in the lead after Rowan 
Davies picked the ball in 
his own 22, ran impres¬ 
sively down the wing and 
had the pace to touch¬ 
down near the comer. 

Tondu continued to 
pressurise the home 
team. Geraint Gillet put 
in a delightful overhead 
kick on the Tonmawr 40 
metre line; Owen 
Watkins impressively 
controlled the ball to get 
to the corner for the try. 

Tonmawr mounted a 
final assault and Tondu 
had to defend attack 
after attack until 

Tonmawr finally got 
their try after a series of 
forward drives breached 
the defence. 

The try was not con¬ 
verted, giving Tondu the 
win. 

EJ 


The Second XV, led 
by Tom Cole, are com¬ 
peting in the newly- 
formed league for second 
XVs from Premiership 
and first division sides. 

They are currently in 
third place having played 
seven, won five, drawn 
one and lost one. 

In the league, they 


have 241 points for and 
137 against, with a 
favourable 33—16 try 
count. 

Tom Cole is the lead¬ 
ing points scorer with 83. 

Nick Hinton leads the 
try count with eight 
touchdowns followed by 
Richard Lussel on seven, 
Owen Harris with five 


and Cole with four. 

Altogether, 51 players 
have turned out in the 
league with Nick Hinton 
and Andrew Tyler play¬ 
ing in all seven games, 
followed by Dean 
Greenslade, Andrew 
Guy, Stuart Kenny, Nick 
Jones and Rhys Jones on 
six. AB 


PENCOED JUNIOR RUGBY ROUND-UP 


Under-14s are back on 
track after victory 


FOR the first time 
in five weeks, 
Pencoed under-14s 
had a match against 
the Swansea team, 
Dunvant. 

Even with a sluggish 
start, the boys pulled it 
together and there was 
good passing all around. 

There was good 
defence by the forwards 
and the first try of the day 
was scored by forward, 
Jac Briggs, successfully 


converted by Alex King. 

Dunvant went on to 
score their first and only 
try of the day, while 
back, Ellis Griffiths, 
scored a try for the 
Pencoed squad and Jac 
Briggs scored again, con¬ 
verted by Alex King. 

New boy, James 
Merchant put in one of 
the best tackles of the day 
and scored his first try 
since joining the Pencoed 
squad. Jac Briggs was 
awarded the man of the 


match. Pinal score 
Dunvant 5-24 Pencoed. 

Squad: James 

Merchant, Jac Briggs, 
Scott Ewing, Morgan 
Jefferies, Josh Maunder, 
James Whittaker, Johnny 
Clatworthy, Dan Maiden, 
Chris Cooper, Aex King, 
Morgan Jefferies, Liam 
Bowen, Ellis Griffiths, 
Jamie Dyer, Jordan Fox, 
Jason Clatworthy, Lewis 
Brennan, Joe Watkins 
and Kristen Morgan. 

JM 


Under- 10s in comeback 
win over local rivals 


AFTER their arranged fixture 
was called off Bridgend 
Athletic under-lOs invited local 
rivals Pencoed to Newbridge 
fields. 

Both sets of coaches were apprehen¬ 
sive at this first game for more than a 
month and it was the home side who 
started better, dominating the break¬ 
downs. A good handling move saw the 
Ath go over for the first try. 

Time after time they won the ball at 
the rucks and deserved another quick 
try. Pencoed were slow to get any pat¬ 
tern to their play. Sam Costellow was 
not able to make any jinking runs. 
Mikey Bosley and Josh Sands could 
not smash through the defensive line 
through lack of possession and 
Bridgend ran in a well deserved third 
try. 

With one conversion, the home side 
were 17-0 up and in complete control. 
A change of positions and a little good 
fortune resulted in Pencoed running in 
a try from Tom Bending, converted by 
Tyron Harding, just before the half - 
time whistle. 

Shell shocked, the visitors 
regrouped and at the start of the second 
half began to compete at the break¬ 
down. Iestyn Galton, called up from 
the under-9s, showed that he was com¬ 
fortable at this level and broke through 
a few tackles to run in a quick try. 

Things now began to click and the 
running game Pencoed are known for 
was on show. Sam Costelow now had 
some quality ball and ran in a 20 yard 
try. Mikey Bosley started taking crash 
balls and broke through for Pencoed’s 
fourth and fifth try. 

Owain Johns was now dominant at 
the rucks, Cael Chamberlain and Ben 
Sullivan were driving the mauls which 
allowed more ball skills from the 
Pencoed backs and Tom Bending ran 
in a final try for a tremendous come¬ 


back. 

Final score: Brigend Athletic 17 
Pencoed 38 

SECOND GAME 

The line up was changed but the 
determination was the same from 
both sides. 

The visitors began as they finished 
the previous game, with some great 
handling skills. Tom Bending quickly 
went over to start the scoring. Pencoed 
were now attacking from every phase 
of play with loan Richards and Robbie 
Griffiths setting up the ball of each 
breakdown. 

Sam Costelow was giving quick ball 
for Josh Sands, Mikey Bosley and 
Tyron Harding to dazzle the Ath 
defence. A powerful run by Josh Sands 
began a series of attacks which result¬ 
ed in Sam Costelow going over twice 
in quick succession. Mikey Bosley 
crashed over and Josh Sands made it 
his brace just before the whistle. 

Pencoed could not wait to restart 
and to Bridgend’s credit, they defend¬ 
ed to the last. It was only a matter of 
time before Sam Costelow was set up 
to exploit the spaces and ran in another 
two tries. 

Deservedly the home side ran in a 
try into the comer from some dogged 
work from their forwards but Pencoed 
had the last say. The final play of the 
game saw them pick and drive through 
the Ath’s defence and Mikey Bosley 
picked up and spun out of a tackle and 
drove over for a try. 

This was another outstanding dis¬ 
play against a formidable Bridgend 
Athletic side, more so as a few players 
were unavailable for Pencoed. Man of 
the match went to Iestyn Galton, who 
had an excellent game playing up from 
the under-9s. 

Final score: Brigend Athletic 7 
Pencoed 61 

MB 


Girls show the 
boys just how it 
is done at meet 


AFTER the disap¬ 
pointing medal haul 
achieved by the Vale 
boys at the 13th 
South Wales 

Regional Schools 
championships, 
there was joy for the 
girls at their region¬ 
al schools event 
when they showed 
that they are a 
match from the 
pupils from the 
other four local 
authorities of 
Bridgend, Merthyr, 
Rhondda Cynon 
Taf, the Glamorgan 
Valleys section of 
Caerphilly, and 
local rivals Cardiff 
- by claiming four 
individual medals 
and two sets of team 
medals. 

The opening race, for 
senior girls in year-11 
and above, at Trelai Park 
on a dry but windy after¬ 
noon was dominated by 
two Bridgend county res¬ 
idents, Zoe Thomas 
(Porthcawl) and Ffion 
Lewis (YG Llanhari). 

Vale girls filled eight 
of the remaining top 20 
places, with year-12 
Bethan Daw (St Cyres) 
finishing clear of Caitlin 
Bryant (The Cathedral) 
to take third place. 

Seren Allin 

(Cowbridge) has made 
an outstanding start to 
the season, winning both 
of the Cardiff and the 
Vale year-7 girls’ races. 
Seren and all the other 
year-7 girls met the year- 
8 contingent for the first 
time, and again she came 
out with flying colours, 
taking second place to 
the outstanding pre-event 
favourite, year-8 Rosa 
Yates of Brynteg. 

Although there were 



Year-7 Seren Allin 


finished second in the 
under-13 race, and 
led Cowbridge to a 
successful defence of 
the team title. 


WORDS: PETER MORRIS 
PHOTOS: IAN DIXON 


76 Vale girls in a field of 
284 finishers, only four 
more achieved top 20 
places: year-8 pupils Ana 
Mirza-Davies (Stanwell, 
12th), Nadine James 
(Cowbridge, 13th) and 
Rebecca Thomas 

(Cowbridge, 16th) and 
year-7 Emily Wooster 
(Stanwell, 15 th). 

While defending 
champion Rebecca 
Evans (Y Pant, year-10) 
was always in control of 
the last of the three races 
on the afternoon pro¬ 
gramme, the under-15 
event for girls in years-9 
and 10 was a very tight 
contest between the next 
quartet of pupils for the 
remaining medals. 

In the end, experience 
told with Megan Osborne 
(Llantwit, year-10) just 
getting the better of Kate 
Seary (Whitchurch, year- 
9) to repeat her 2009 sec¬ 
ond placing with Kate 
Coker (Stanwell, year-9) 
taking the fourth placed 
medal. 

Lor the Cowbridge 
squad, there was joy both 
at year-7 and in the sen¬ 
ior sections. At year-7, 
they retained the title 
won last year while, in 
the seniors, they went 
one better than 2009 to 
claim top spot. Seren 
Allin, Nadine James, 
Rebecca Thomas and 
year-8 Ela Emyr (36th) 
scored for the year-7 
team while Fiona Bray 
(8th) led home the senior 
quartet, all from year-11, 
which also included 
Rachel Bradshaw, Katie 
Wynne and Bethan 
Allman. 

Two other Vale 
schools narrowly missed 
out on team medals. At 
under-15, Llantwit 
placed three girls, Megan 
Osborne, Lucy Tarrant 
and Erin Hayes, in the 
top 10, but then had to 
wait until position 100 
for their fourth scorer, 
just missing out on third 
place by seven points. 

In the year-7 race, the 
improving Stanwell 
squad finished their four 
scorers in the top 39 
places but missed out by 
16 points on third place 
to Cardiff High. 

The top Vale young¬ 
sters’ next race may 
come in the New Year in 
the maroon and gold vest 
of Cardiff and the Vale 
Schools district in the 
inter county schools ele¬ 
ment of the McCain 
Cardiff Cross Challenge 
at Blackweir on Sunday, 
January 16. 

Results - Vale girls 

Senior girls, 4370m - 45 



Caitlin Bryant (The 
Cathedral School, 99) 
finished fourth in the 
senior race, missing 
out on an individual 
medal 


finishers: 3 Bethan Daw 
(St Cy) 17:17; 4 Caitlin 
Bryant (Cathed) 17:47; 8 
Fiona Bray (Cow) 18:45; 
10 Cerri-Anne Santos (St 
Cy) 19:24; 11 Danielle 
Green (StRG) 19:48; 13 
Rachel Bradshaw (Cow) 
20:13; 15 Katie Wynne 
(Cow) 20:16; 19 Bethan 
Allman (Cow) 21:19; 20 
Anthea Young (Lwt) 
21:33; 26 Holly Preece 
(Cow) 22:47; 34 Alyson 
Bater (Cow) 24:27; 36 
Sarah Herbert (Bryn H) 
24:33; 37 Chloe Phillips 
(Lwt) 25:31 

Teams: 1 Cowbridge 
55 

Under-15 girls, 3630m - 
149 finishers: 

2 Megan Osborne (Lwt) 
14:04; 4 Kate Coker 
(Stan) 14:18; 8 Erin 
Hayes (Lwt) 14:48; 9 
Lucy Tarrant (Lwt) 
14:56; 19 Mirriam 

Bennett (Cow) 16:05; 29 
Tillie Carter (Bryn H) 
16:49; 33 Kanisha-Mae 
Underdown (Bryn H) 
17:07; 38 Kathryn 

Gardiner (Bryn H); 42 
Ffion Davies (Bro M); 49 
Rachel Cosier (Bryn H); 
52 Caitlin Young (Bro 
M); 62 Bethan Yapp (Bro 
M); 63 Lauren Blake 
(StRG); 64 Ffion Roberts 
(Bro M); 76 Kirsty Hogg 
(St Cy); 86 Chloe 
Webber (Bryn H); 88 
Chloe Lewis (Stan); 89 
Ffion Morgan (Cow) 
19:32; 92 Susie Collins 
(Stan); 93 Eleanor 
Morgan (Cow); 98 
Megan Langdon-Cryer 
(Cow); 100 Bethany 
Cleave (Lwt); 104 
Sophie Thomas (Cow); 
123 Zoe Hodgkinson 
(Bryn H) 21:36; 130 
Kirby Redrup (Bryn H); 
131 Leah Cunningham 
(St Cy); 135 Abbie Dee 
(StRG); 138 Morgan 
White (StRG). 



























